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Abstract. In this note we show non-degeneracy and uniqueness results for solutions of Toda systems associated to general simple Lie algebras with multiple singular sources on bounded domains. The argument is based on spectral properties
of Cartan matrices and eigenvalue analysis of linearized Liouville-type problems.
This seems to be the first result for this class of problems and it covers all the Lie
algebras of any rank.
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1. Introduction
Let Ω ⊂ R2 be smooth and bounded and let A = (aij ) be the Cartan matrix of a
general simple Lie algebra. In this note we consider the following Toda system with
multiple singular sources in mean field form

uj
n
−∆ui = P aij λj R hj e
in Ω,
uj
h
e
(1.1)
j
j=1
Ω

ui = 0
on ∂Ω,
for i = 1, 2, · · · , n, where ∆ is the Laplace operator, λj are nonnegative parameters
and hj = eσj with σj a singular subharmonic function having the form
σi = fi + 4π

mi
X

(i)

(i)

αj G(x, pj ),

(1.2)

j=1
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(i)

(i)

(i)

(i)

with fi subharmonic and continuous in Ω, and {p1 , · · · , pmi } ⊂ Ω and {α1 , · · · , αmi } ⊂
(0, +∞), where
(
−∆G(x, y) = δx=y
G(x, y) = 0

for x ∈ Ω,
for x ∈ ∂Ω.

Here, δp stands for the Dirac delta function at the point p.
All the simple Lie algebras are classified as
An , Bn , Cn , Dn ,
which are called classical Lie algebras and
G2 , F4 , E6 , E7 , E8 ,
which are called exceptional Lie algebras. Here, the subscript indicates the rank
of the Lie algebra. For readers’ convenience we explicitly write down here just the
most known Cartan matrix An related to SU (n + 1) Toda system which is given by


2 −1 0
0 ··· 0
 −1 2 −1 0 · · · 0 


 0 −1 2 −1 · · · 0 

An =  ..
(1.3)
..
..
..
.. 
.
.
.
.
·
·
·
. 


 0 · · · · · · −1 2 −1 
0

···

···

0

−1

2

and refer for example to the appendix of [27] or [17, 21, 26] for a complete list of
Cartan matrices and further basic Lie theory.
Observe that for the Lie algebra A1 the Cartan matrix is just (aij ) = (2) and the
Toda system reduces to the standard Liouville equation

u
−∆u = 2λ R he
in Ω,
heu
(1.4)
Ω

u=0
on ∂Ω,
which is related to turbulent Euler flows [9, 10], abelian Chern-Simons theories
[34, 35, 37] or the prescribed Gaussian curvature problem with conic singularities
[25, 36], and has been intensively studied in the last decades.
The Toda system also plays an important role in geometry and mathematical
physics. For example, it appears in the study of holomorphic curves in projective spaces, Plücker formulas, harmonic maps, W-algebras and it is a model for
non-abelian Chern-Simons theories, see [2, 8, 11, 13, 15, 16, 18, 19, 34, 37].
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For what concerns blow-up analysis, classification issues and existence results for
Toda system we refer to [7, 22, 23, 27, 29, 30, 31] and the references therein.
We are interested here in non-degeneracy and uniqueness of solutions to general
singular Toda systems. Here, by non-degeneracy we mean that the first eigenvalue
of the corresponding linearized problem is strictly positive. Up to know, this topic
has been investigated only for the standard Liouville case (1.4) in various settings
[4, 5, 6, 12, 33]. In our context, by using Alexandrov-Bol inequality and by a quite
delicate eigenvalues analysis of linearized singular Liouville-type problems it was
proven that if λ ≤ 4π (1.4) admits at most one solution which is non-degenerate,
see in particular [5]. We also point out that this is sharp and that uniqueness does
not hold in general if λ > 4π [3, 12]. We will not focus here on the existence of
such solution since this is always granted at least in the so-called coercive regime
λ < 4π where one can just minimize the associated energy functional by means of
Moser-Trudinger-type inequalities (the same being true also for the system case).
On the other hand, it is hard to extend this kind of analysis to the Toda system
and there are basically no results in this direction. The only result we are aware of
is [20] where a very special case with n = 2 is treated by using the sphere covering
inequality. In this note we present a simple strategy to show non-degeneracy and
uniqueness of solutions for Toda systems associated to general simple Lie algebras
with multiple singular sources. We stress we can cover all the Lie algebras of any
rank.
To state our result we recall that the spectral radius of a square matrix A is
n
o
ρ(A) = max |ξ| : ξ is an eigenvalue of A .
(1.5)
Observe that the known non-degeneracy and uniqueness threshold for the standard
Liouville case (1.4) (Lie algebra A1 ) can be written as
8π
λ≤
.
ρ(A1 )
We are going to extend the latter formula to any Lie algebra and obtain the following.
Theorem 1.1. Let A be the Cartan matrix of a general simple Lie algebra and
suppose
8π
λi ≤
, i = 1, . . . , n.
(1.6)
ρ(A)
Then, the Toda system (1.1) admits at most one solution which is non-degenerate.
In particular, the same holds true if
λi ≤ 2π,

i = 1, · · · , n.
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The above result holds for more general positive-definite matrices as far as some a
priori estimates for solutions to the system (1.1) are available.
Just to make an example, take now the Lie algebra A2 which has been studied by
many authors. We have ρ(A2 ) = 3 and thus the threshold is given by
8π
, i = 1, 2.
3
At this point let us comment about the sharpness of our result. Observe that,
contrary to the standard Liouville case (1.4), the threshold in (1.6) is strictly smaller
than the coercivity threshold related to the Moser-Trudinger constant and one may
wonder if it is possible to extend the uniqueness property in all the coercivity regime.
Actually, this is not possible for example for affine Toda systems, in particular sinhGordon equations, see [32], where the authors exhibit multiple solutions below the
coercivity threshold. Moreover, the already mentioned results in [20] (even if valid
just for a special case) suggest the uniqueness threshold in (1.6) might be sharp, at
least in some cases. This remains an interesting open problem.
λi ≤

The idea behind the proof of Theorem 1.1 is first to notice that a solution of the
Toda system (1.1) is a subsolution of the singular Liouville-type equation
(
in Ω,
−∆ui − 2Ki eui = 0
ui = 0
on ∂Ω,
for i = 1, . . . , n, where
Ki = λi R

hi
,
h eui
Ω i

for which we have a good understanding, in particular concerning eigenvalues of
its linearized problem, see for example [5] or the discussion in the sequel. We will
then exploit the structure of the Toda system to derive some estimates of such
eigenvalues, which are expressed in terms of the spectral radius of the associated
Cartan matrix.
This argument will lead to the proof of non-degeneracy first. Then, the uniqueness
of solutions will follow by standard arguments using the implicit function theorem
and some uniform estimates for solutions to (1.1).
The organization of this paper is as follows. In section 2 we introduce the linearized
problem and collect some useful information and in section 3 we provide the proof
of the non-degeneracy and uniqueness of solutions.
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2. The linearized problem
In this section we introduce the linearized problem which will be studied in the next
section when proving non-degeneracy of solutions.
We start by collection some useful results about the eigenvalue analysis of linearized
problems of subsolutions to singular Liouville equations. Although not stated in this
generality, the following Lemmas have been proved in [5].
Lemma 2.1 ([5] Theorem 2.3 and Proposition 3.2). Let K = eσ with σ taking the
form (1.2) and v be a smooth subsolution for

−∆v − Kev = 0
in Ω,
(2.1)
v=0
on ∂Ω.
R
If Ω Kev ≤ 4π, then the first eigenvalue ν1 for the linear problem

−∆φ − Kev φ = νKev φ
in Ω,
φ=0
on ∂Ω,
is strictly positive.
R
Moreover, if Ω Kev ≤ 8π, then the second eigenvalue ν2 is strictly positive.
Lemma 2.2 ([5] Proposition 3.3). Let
eσ with σ taking the form (1.2) and v
R K=
v
be a smooth subsolution for (2.1). If Ω Ke ≤ 8π and φ solves

in Ω,
 −∆φ − Kev φ = νKev φ
φ
=
c
on ∂Ω,
 R Kev φ = 0,
Ω
for some c ∈ R, then ν is strictly positive.
We next consider the linearized problem of the Toda system

uj
n
−∆ui = P aij λj R hj e
in Ω,
h euj
j=1
Ω i

ui = 0
on ∂Ω,
with i = 1, · · · , n, which reads

u
n

−∆φ̃ = P a λ R hj e j
i
ij j
h euj
j=1
Ω j


φ̃i = 0

R
φ̃j −

hj euj φ̃j
h euj
Ω j

Ω
R

!
on Ω,
on ∂Ω,
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for i = 1, · · · , n. Putting

hj euj
,
h euj
Ω j

Vj = λj R
then we have

Z
Vj = λj ,
Ω

and the functions

R

hj euj φ̃j
,
h euj
Ω j

R
φj = φ̃j − Ω
satisfy


n
P


−∆φ
=
aij Vj φj ,

i

j=1
φi = ci ∈ R,



R V φ = 0,
Ω i i

in Ω,
on ∂Ω,

(2.2)

for i = 1, · · · , n.
Let now Hn = H01 (Ω) × H01 (Ω) · · · × H01 (Ω) and let A−1 = (aij ) be the inverse
matrix of A. We say that φ = (φ1 , φ2 , · · · , φn ) is a weak solution for (2.2) if φ −
(c1 , c2 , · · · , cn ) = (φ1 , φ2 , · · · , φn ) − (c1 , c2 , · · · , cn ) ∈ Hn satisfies
#
Z "X
n
n
X
aij ∇φj · ∇ψi −
Vi φi ψi = 0, ∀ ψ ∈ Hn ,
(2.3)
Ω

i,j=1

i=1

where ψ = (ψ1 , · · · , ψn ) and φ1 , φ2 , · · · , φn satisfy the integral constraints in (2.2).
3. The proof of Theorem 1.1
In this section we derive the main Theorem 1.1. We divide the proof into three parts,
showing first non-degeneracy and then uniqueness of solutions. We discuss about
the spectral radius of Cartan matrices in the last part, proving the last assertion of
Theorem 1.1.
3.1. Non-degeneracy. The proof of the non-degeneracy of solutions is performed
in two steps.
Step 1. We start by considering (2.2) with ci = 0 for all i = 1, . . . , n, that is

n
P


−∆φ
=
aij Vj φj ,
in Ω,

i

j=1

φi = 0,



R V φ = 0,
Ω i i

on ∂Ω,

(3.1)
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for i = 1, · · · , n. We claim that if
λi ≤

4π
,
ρ(A)

i = 1, . . . , n,

then, (3.1) admits only the trivial solution.
We prove the claim by contradiction. To avoid repetitions, we work out an argument
which will be then also exploited in Step 2 when treating the general problem
(2.2). Consider a non-trivial weak solution of (2.2), that is Hn 3 (φ1 , φ2 , · · · , φn ) −
(c1 , c2 , · · · , cn ) 6= (0, · · · , 0) satisfying (2.3). Taking
(ψ1 , · · · , ψn ) = (φ1 , φ2 , · · · , φn ) − (c1 , c2 , · · · , cn )
as a test function in (2.3) and using also that
Z
Vi φi = 0, i = 1 · · · , n,
Ω

we get
Z "X
n
Ω

aij ∇φj · ∇φi −

i,j=1

n
X

#
Vi φ2i = 0.

(3.2)

i=1

Observe now that A is a positive-definite matrix and thus, recalling the spectral
radius ρ(A) defined in (1.5) we clearly have
n Z
n Z
X
1 X
ij
a ∇φj · ∇φi ≥
|∇φi |2
ρ(A)
i,j=1 Ω
i=1 Ω
and then, by (3.2) we get
n Z
X
i=1

2

Z

|∇φi | − ρ(A)

Vi φ2i


≤ 0.

(3.3)

Ω

Ω

This argument clearly works whenever (φ1 , φ2 , · · · , φn ) ∈ Hn is a weak solution of
(3.1). Therefore, for any such solution, (3.3) holds true. Define now
Z
Z
(i)
2
I (φ) :=
|∇φ| − ρ(A) Vi φ2 .
(3.4)
Ω

Ω

The estimate in (3.3) implies necessarily that
I (i) (φi ) ≤ 0 for some i ∈ {1, · · · , n}.

(3.5)

This gives an estimate about the sign of the first eigenvalue related to (3.4), that
is (recall ci = 0 in (3.1))
n
o
(i)
(i)
1
µ̂1 = inf J (φ ) : φ ∈ H0 (Ω) \ {0} ,
(3.6)
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where
I (i) (φ )
J (i) (φ ) = R
.
V φ2
Ω i
By (3.5) we derive that
(i)

min µ̂1 ≤ 0.

i=1,··· ,n

(1)

Hence, without out loss of generality, let us assume that µ̂1 ≤ 0 and let Φ be the
corresponding minimizer, which therefore satisfies
(
(1)
−∆Φ − ρ(A)V1 Φ = µ̂1 V1 Φ
in Ω,
(3.7)
Φ=0
on ∂Ω,
This, jointly with λi ≤

4π
, will lead to a contradiction.
ρ(A)

Indeed, we first claim that ρ(A) ≥ 2 for a Cartan matrix A associated to any simple
Lie algebra. This will be proved in subsection 3.3. We then observe that any solution
of the Toda system (1.1) satisfies
−∆ui − ρ(A)Ki eui ≤ −∆ui − 2Ki eui ≤ 0,
and hence ui are smooth subsolutions of
(
−∆ui − ρ(A)Ki eui = 0
ui = 0

i = 1, · · · , n,

in Ω,
on ∂Ω.

(3.8)

for i = 1, · · · , n, where
Ki = λi R
Moreover, by our assumption λi ≤
Z
ρ(A)

hi
.
h eui
Ω i

4π
we have
ρ(A)

Ki eui = ρ(A)λi ∈ [0, 4π],

i = 1, · · · , n.

Ω
(i)

Therefore, it follows from Lemma 2.1 that the first eigenvalues ν̂1 of the linearized
problems
(
−∆φ − ρ(A)Vi φ = ν̂ (i) Vi φ
in Ω,
φ=0
on ∂Ω,
(1)

are strictly positive, for i = 1, · · · , n, which is in contradiction to (3.7) with µ̂1 ≤ 0.
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Step 2. We consider now the general linearized system

n
P


−∆φ
=
aij Vj φj ,
in Ω,

i

j=1

φi = ci ∈ R,



R V φ = 0,
Ω i i

on ∂Ω,

for i = 1, · · · , n, with ci non necessarily zero and claim that it admits only the
trivial solution if
8π
, i = 1, . . . , n.
λi ≤
ρ(A)
Indeed, reasoning as in Step 1, we have (3.5) which yields
(i)

min µ̂2 ≤ 0.

i=1,··· ,n

where, with the same definition of I (i) and J (i) as above, we let


Z
(i)
(i)
1
Vi φ = 0 .
µ̂2 = inf J (φ ) ; φ − ci ∈ H0 (Ω),

(3.9)

Ω
(1)

Again, let us assume that µ̂2 ≤ 0 and let Φ be the corresponding minimizer
satisfying

 −∆Φ − ρ(A)V1 Φ = µ̂(1)
in Ω,
2 V1 Φ
Φ
=
c
on ∂Ω
1
 R
V Φ = 0.
Ω 1
(i)

Finally, as in Step 1 this is in contradiction to Lemma 2.2 which states that µ̂2 > 0
for any i = 1, · · · , n since ui are smooth subsolutions of (3.8) with
Z
ρ(A) Ki eui = ρ(A)λi ∈ [0, 8π], i = 1, · · · , n,
Ω

by our assumption. Thus, we are done.
3.2. Uniqueness. We finally prove here the solutions to the Toda system (1.1) are
unique for
8π
λi ≤
, i = 1, . . . , n.
ρ(A)
Once we have the non-degeneracy, uniqueness of solutions follows by standard arguments so we will be sketchy, referring for example to [5] for further details. Indeed,
at this point we know that the linearized operator for (1.1) has strictly positive first
8π
. By standard bifurcation theory, for any λi small enough,
eigenvalue for λi ≤ ρ(A)
there exists a unique solution, bifurcating from the trivial solution (ui , λi ) = (0, 0),
i = 1, · · · , n. Since the linearized operator has strictly positive first eigenvalue we
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can apply the implicit function theorem to extend uniquely this branch of solutions
8π
for any λi ≤ ρ(A)
.
8π
.
Suppose for a moment the solutions of (1.1) are uniformly bounded for λi ≤ ρ(A)
Now, if by contradiction there would exist a second non-bending branch of solutions,
then the uniform estimates of such solutions would force the latter branch to end
up into the trivial solution (ui , λi ) = (0, 0), i = 1, · · · , n, which is not possible.
8π
We are thus left with the a priori estimates for solutions to (1.1) for λi ≤ ρ(A)
. Since
the rank 1 case is fully understood, let us consider higher rank Lie algebras. We
remark that
8π
λi ≤
< 4π,
ρ(A)

i.e. we are in a subcritical (coercive) regime. The above estimate is discussed in the
next subsection 3.3. Now, the uniform bound for solutions to (1.1) inside Ω has been
derived in [30] for An , Bn , Cn and G2 , while D4 , F4 has been discussed in [24] for
some special cases. However, as far as we are concerned just with uniform estimates
in the subcritical regime and neglect the fine blow-up analysis, [24] can be extended
to the general case using the classification result for general Toda systems in [27].
The same consideration holds for E-type Lie algebras.
Once we have uniform estimates inside Ω, the boundary blow-up is excluded exactly
as in [1, 28]. This concludes the proof.
3.3. Spectral radius of Cartan matrices. Finally, we discuss here ρ(A) in the
particular case where A is a Cartan matrix associated to any simple Lie algebra.
The eigenvalues of A are closely related to Chebyshev polynomials and have been
explicitly computed in [14]. We will focus here on the An case. The approach for
other classical Lie algebras is similar, while the exceptional Lie algebras are finitely
many and everything can be computed explicitly, see [14] for further details about
eigenvalue analysis. The eigenvalues ξi of An are given by the formula


iπ
2
ξi = 4 sin
, i = 1, · · · , n.
2(n + 1)
It is then easy to see that
ρ(An ) ∈ (2, 4),

n ≥ 2,

and ρ(A1 ) = 2. This yields the last assertion of Theorem 1.1 and completes its
proof.
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