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ABsTrRACT. We compute the I'-limit of a sequence of non-local integral functionals de-
pending on a regularization of the gradient term by means of a convolution kernel. In
particular, as I'-limit, we obtain free discontinuity functionals with linear growth and
with anisotropic surface energy density.
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1. INTRODUCTION

As it is well known, many variational problems which are recently under consideration, arising
for instance from image segmentation, signal reconstruction, fracture mechanics and liquid crystals,
involve a free discontinuity set (according to a terminology introduced in [19]). This means that
the variable function u is required to be smooth outside a surface K, depending on u, and both u
and K enter the structure of the functional, which takes the form given by

Fu,K) = ¢(|Vu|)dx+/ O(lut —u |, vg)dH !,
A\K KNQ

being 2 an open subset of R™, K is a (n — 1)-dimensional compact subset of R", |u™ — u~| the
jump of u across K, vi the normal direction to K, while ¢ and 6 given positive functions, whereas
H"~! denotes the (n — 1)-dimensional Hausdorff measure.

The classical weak formulation for such problems can be obtained considering K as the set of
the discontinuities of u and thus working in the space of functions with bounded variation. More
precisely, the aforementioned weak form of F takes on BV (2) the general form

(1.1) ]-"(u):/ﬂqﬁ(|Vu|)dx+/S O(ut — u |, va) AH " + co| D°u|(9),

where Du = Vu L™+ (u™ —u~)H" "1 + D is the decomposition of the measure derivative of u in
its absolutely continuous, jump and Cantor part, respectively, S,, denotes the set of discontinuity
points of u, and v, is a choice of the unit normal at .S,,.

The main difficulty in the actual minimization of F comes from the surface integral

/ O(|u™ —u~ |, 1) dHn 1,
Su

which makes it necessary to use suitable approximations guaranteeing the convergence of minimum
points and naturally leads to I'-convergence.

As pointed out in [10], it is not possible to obtain a variational approximation for F by the
typical integral functionals

.Fg(u):/Qfg(Vu)dx

defined on some Sobolev spaces. Indeed, when considering the lower semicontinuous envelopes of
these functionals, we would be lead to a convex limit, which conflicts with the non-convexity of
F.

Heuristic arguments suggest that, to get rid of the difficulty, we have to prevent that the
effect of large gradients is concentrated on small regions. Several approximation methods fit this
requirements. For instance in [7], [12], [24] the case where the functionals F. are restricted to
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finite elements spaces on regular triangulations of size ¢ is considered. In [1], [2], [23] the implicit
constraint on the gradient through the addition of a higher order penalization is investigated.
Moreover, it is important to mention the AMBROSIO & TORTORELLI approximation (see [4] and
[5]) of the Mumford-Shah functional via elliptic functionals.

The study of non-local models, where the effect of a large gradient is spread onto a set of size
e, was first introduced by BRAIDES & DAL MASO in order to approximate the Mumford-Shah
functional (see [10] and also [11], [13], [14], [15], [16]) by means of the family

(1.2) Fe(u) = i/gf(s ]{9 ( ')nQ|Vu|2dy>dx, u € HY(Q),

where, for instance, f(t) =t A1/2 and B.(x) denotes the ball of centre x and radius . A variant
of the method proposed in [10] has been used in [22] to deal with the approximation of a functional
F of the form (1.1), with ¢ having linear growth and 6 independent on the normal v, (see also
[20] and [21]). More precisely, in [22] the I-limit of the family

fg(u):f/ f(g][ |Vu|dy>dx, u € WhH(Q),
€ Ja B (z)NQ

for a suitable concave function f, is computed.

In [25] (see also [13]) the case of an anisotropic variant of (1.2), i.e. the presence of a convolution
between the gradient and a not radially symmetrical kernel, has been considered. In particular it
is proven that the family

1
Fow) =1 [ FEVar s p)da, we @), p>1,

T'-converges to an anisotropic version of the Mumford-Shah functional.
In this paper we investigate the I'-convergence of the family

1
Felu) = - /Q f-(elVul * p.)dz, uwe Wh(Q),

where the family (f:)es0 satisfies some conditions. The main difficulty to overcome is the estimate
from below for the lower I'-limit in terms of the surface part, while the contribution arising from the
volume and Cantor parts has been treated along the same line of the argument already exploited
in [25]. The estimate from above has been achieved by density and relaxation arguments. We
prove that the I-limit, in the strong L'-topology, is given by

Flu) = / o(|Vul) dz +/ O(|ut —u™|,vy) dH™ 1 + co| D u| (),
Q Su
where ¢(t) ~ L f-(et), as e — 0T, is a convex and non-decreasing function with ¢(0) = 0 and with
o(t)/t = co > 0 as t — +00; moreover,

1

0(s,v) = inf {l_iminf/ f(ej|Vus| # pe,) da = (uy) € WP*, g5 — 0+} ,
Jmtee &5 JQ,

being f the uniform limit, on compact subsets of [0, +00), of f., W%’ the space of all sequences

on the cylinder

Q. = {z € R" : |(x,v)| < 1, the orthogonal projection of = onto v belongs to the unit ball}.

which converge, shrinking onto the interface, to the function that jumps from a to b around the
origin (see paragraph 3.1 for details).

In section 7 we have been able to show that the method used in [22] to write 6 in a more explicit
form works only if n = 1. In the case n > 1 such an argument does not work. Let us briefly discuss
the reason. Without loss of generality we can suppose v = e;. Let Pé: be the orthogonal projection
of C onto {z; = 0}. Denote by X the space of all functions v € W,"!(R x P#) which are non-
decreasing in the first variable and such that there exist £, < & with v(z) = 0 if ;1 < & and
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v(z) = s if &1 > &. Then, exploiting the same argument as in [22], we have 6(s,e1) > infx G,

where
“+oo
G(v) = /_ f(/c( )81v(z)p(z - tel)dz) dt.

The estimate 6(s,e;) > infx G turns out to be optimal if inf x G = infy G, where Y is the space
of all functions v € X such that v depends only on the first variable. This is due to the fact
that proving the inequality 6(s,e;) > infx G we lose control on all the derivatives d;v for any
i =2,---,n. In the case C = B; and p = w%XBl, treated in [22], one is able to prove that
infx G = infy G computing directly infx G by a discretization argument (see Prop.5.7 in [22]).
In general, inf x G = infy G does not hold. Indeed proceeding at first as in the proof of Prop. 5.6
n [22], one is able to show that for any C' C R? open, bounded, convex and symmetrical set
(i.e.C = —C) and for p = ﬁXc, it holds

(1.3) inf G = /m <C| Cﬁ{zl—t}>dt

Now if C' is the parallelogram C = {(z,y) € R? : -2 <y <2,z —1 <y < x + 1} applying (1.3),

we get
2
1nfG’—2 ( >+2/ (ST>dr
iet) *2 ), ey

If we compute G on the function w given by

_J 0 fy>z-1
w(m,y)—{ s fy<z—1"

(to do this we notice that the functional G makes sense also on BVjoo(R x (—2,2)) writing Dyv
instead of 0yv dz) we obtain
“(ic)
G(w) = ]
If f is strictly concave then
2
sr
G(w )<2f( >—|— f( ) f( ) 2/ f( )dr—lnfG
C] IC] ] ]

By a density argument we deduce that inf x G < infy G.
As a conclusion, it seems that for a generic anisotropic convolution kernel p. the expression for
0 can not be further simplified when n > 1.

2. NOTATION AND PRELIMINARIES

We will denote by LP(£2) and by W*P(Q), for k € N, k > 1, and for 1 < p < 400, respectively
the classical Lebesgue and Sobolev spaces on ). The Lebesgue measure of a measurable set A C R"
will be denoted by |A|, whereas the Hausdorff measure of A of dimension m < n will be denoted
by H"™(A). The ball centered in z with radius » will be denoted by B, (x), while B, stands for
B,.(0); moreover, we will use the notation S*~* for the boundary of B; in R™. The volume of the
unit ball in R™ will be denoted by w,,, with the convention wg = 1. Finally A(Q2) denotes the set
of all open subsets of ).

2.1. Functions of bounded variation. For a thorough treatment of BV functions we refer the
reader to [3]. Let © be an open subset of R™. We recall that the space BV () of real functions
of bounded variation is the space of the functions u € L'(Q) whose distributional derivative is
representable by a measure in €2, i.e.

/ % dx——/gpdDiu, Yoe Cr(),Vi=1,...,n,
Q
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for some R™-valued measure Du = (D1u, ..., Dyu) on Q. We say that u has approximate limit at
x € Q if there exists z € R such that

lim lu(y) — z|dy = 0.

r—0t B, (x)
The set S, where this property fails is called approzimate discontinuity set of u. The vector z is
uniquely determined for any point z € Q\ S, and is called the approxzimate limit of u at x and
denoted by @(z). We say that x is an approzimate jump point of the function v € BV (Q) if there
exist a,b € R and v € S"~! such that a # b and

(2.1) Jim o) u(y) —aldy =0,  lim o) |u(y) — bl dy =0,

where B (z,v) = {y € B,(z) : (y—x,v) >0} and B, (z,v) ={y € B.(x): (y—xz,v) <0}. The
set of approximate jump points of u is denoted by J,,. The triplet (a,b, ), which turns out to be
uniquely determined up to a permutation of a and b and a change of sign of v, is usually denoted
by (ut(z),u” (z),vu(x)). On Q\ S, we set u™ = v~ = @. It turns out that for any u € BV (Q)
the set S, is countably (n — 1)-rectifiable and H"~1(S, \ J,) = 0. Moreover,

Dul J, = (u" —u )y, " L J,

and v, (x) gives the approximate normal direction to S, for H" l-a.e. x € S,,.

For a function u € BV (Q) let Du = D®u + D*u be the Lebesgue decomposition of Du into
absolutely continuous and singular part. We denote by Vu the density of D%u; the measures
Diu:= D3ul_ J, and D := D%u_ (2\ S,) are called the jump part and the Cantor part of the
derivative, respectively. It holds Du = Vul"™ + (u™ — u™ )y, H" " L J, + D°u. Let us recall the
following important compactness Theorem in BV (see Th. 3.23 and Prop. 3.21 in [3]):

Theorem 2.1. Let Q be a bounded open subset of R™ with Lipschitz boundary. FEvery sequence
(up) in BV (Q) which is bounded in BV () admits a subsequence converging in L*(2) to a function
u € BV ().

We say that a function u € BV (Q) is a special function of bounded variation, and we write
u € SBV(Q), if |Du|(Q) = 0. We say that a function u € L'(2) is a generalized function of
bounded variation, and we write u € GBV (Q), if u” := (=T) Vu AT belongs to BV (Q2) for every
T >0. If u e GBV(Q), the function Vu given by

(2.2) Vu = Vul a.e. on {|u| < T}

turns out to be well-defined. Moreover, the set function T' +— S, is monotone increasing; therefore,
if we set Sy = UpsJur, for H" l-ae.xz € S, we can consider the functions of T given by
(wT)~(x), (u)*(x), vyr(z). It turns out that

2. “(z)= 1l = )= 1 T+ = i

(23)  w @)= lm @) @), wt@)= lm @)@, w) = lin e

are well-defined for H" '-a.e.z € S, Finally, for a function u € GBV(Q), let |Du| be the

supremum, in the sense of measures, of |[D°u”| for T > 0. It can be proved that for any Borel
subset B of Q2

(2.4) |Du|(B) = DuT|(B).

lim |
T—+00
2.2. Slicing. In order to obtain the estimate from below of the lower I'-limit (see next paragraph)
we need some basic properties of one-dimensional sections of BV -functions. We first introduce
some notation. Let & € S* !, and let €1 be the vector subspace orthogonal to &. If y € £+ and
ECR"weset Eeyy ={t €R: y+t& € E}. Moreover, for any given function u: Q@ — R we define
Uyt Qey = R by ue () = u(y + t&€). For the results collected in the following Theorem see [3],
section 3.11.
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Theorem 2.2. Let u € BV(Q). Then ug, € BV (Q¢,) for every & € S™™! and for H" '-a.e.
y € &+, For such values of y we have ug , (1) = (Vu(y+1§),§) for a.e.t € Qe y and Ju. , = (Ju)e,ys
where U/gy denotes the absolutely continuous part of the measure derivative of ue . Moreover, for
every open subset A of 2 we have

L 1P ucal () 497 ) = D" 61 (A).

2.3. I-convergence. For the general theory see [9] and [18]. Let (X, d) be a metric space. Let
(F;) be a sequence of functions X — R. We say that (F;) I'-converges, as j — +00, to F: X — R,
if for all u € X we have:

a) For every sequence (u;) converging to u it holds
F(u) < liminf F;(u;).
(u) < jlin_‘}go i (uj)
b) There exists a sequence (u;) converging to u such that

F(u) > lim sup Fj (uy).

J—+oo

The lower and upper I'-limits of (F;) in u € X are defined as

F'(u) = inf {liminf Fj(uy) : uy —u}, F'(u) = inf{limsup F;(u;) : u; — u}
Jj—+oo j—+oo

respectively. We extend this definition of convergence to families depending on a real parameter.
Given a family (F.)c>o of functions X — R, we say that it ['-converges, as ¢ — 0, to F: X — R
if for every positive infinitesimal sequence (¢;) the sequence (F;,) I'-converges to F'. If we define
the lower and upper I'-limits of (F.) as

F'(u) = inf{limi(r)lf}"s(ue) Due —ul,  F'(u) = inf{limsup Fo(ue) : ue — u}
£ e—0

respectively, then (F.) I'-converges to F in w if and only if F'(u) = F"(u) = F(u). It turns out
that both F' and F” are lower semicontinuous on X. In the estimate of F’ we shall use the
following immediate consequence of the definition:

F'(u) = inf{ljjgigfgj (uj): g5 = 0%, u; — u}.

It turns out that the infimum is attained.
An important consequence of the definition of I'-convergence is the following result about the
convergence of minimizers (see, e.g., [18], Cor. 7.20):

Theorem 2.3. Let Fj: X — R be a sequence of functions which T'-converges to some F: X — R;
assume that inf,e x F;(v) > —oo for every j. Let (o;) be a positive infinitesimal sequence, and for
every j let u; € X be a oj-minimizer of Fj, i.e.

Fi(u;) < inf F; i
j(uy) < vex j(v) +0;
Assume that u; — u for some uw € X. Then u is a minimum point of F, and

F(u) = Jim Fj(ug).

J
Remark 2.4. The following property is a direct consequence of the definition of I'-convergence:
if Fe L5 F then F-+G Lr+ G whenever G: X — R is continuous.

2.4. Supremum of measures. In order to prove the I'-liminf inequality we recall the following
useful tool, which can be found in [8].

Lemma 2.5. Let Q) be an open subset of R™ and denote by A(Q) the family of its open subsets. Let
A be a positive Borel measure on Q, and p: A(2) — [0,+00) a set function which is superadditive
on open sets with disjoint compact closures, i.e. if A,B CC Q and AN B =), then

1(AUB) = u(A) + u(B).
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Let (¥;)ier be a family of positive Borel functions. Suppose that
w(A) > / i dX  for every A € A(Q2) and i€ I.
A

Then
w(A) > / supt; A\ for every A € A(Q).
A i

2.5. A density result. The right bound for the upper I'-limit from above will be first obtained
for a suitable dense subset of SBV (). More precisely, let W(£2) be the space of all functions

w € SBV(Q) such that
(a) Z{nil(gw \ Sw) = 0;

(b) S, is the intersection of © with the union of a finite member of (n — 1)-dimensional
simplexes; B
(c) we Whk>=(Q\S,) for every k € N.

Theorem 3.1 in [17] gives us the density property of W(2) we need; here
SBV?(Q) = {u € SBV(Q) : |Vu| € L*(Q), H"*(S,) < +o0}.

Theorem 2.6. Assume that OS) is Lipschitz. Let u € SBV?(Q) N L>(Q). Then there exists a
sequence (wp,) in W(Q) such that wy, — u strongly in L*(Q), Vwy, — Vu strongly in L*(Q,R"),
with imsup;, , | o [[wh|loo < ||tu|loo and such that

limsup/ w(wz,w;,uwh)d?l"_l S/ Y(uT um, v, dH !
h—+00 JS,, Su
for every upper semicontinuous function ¢ such that (a,b,v) = ¥(b,a,—v) whenever a,b € R

and v € S*1.

2.6. A relaxation result. To conclude this section we prove a relaxation result which will be
used in the sequel. Recall that given X be a topological space and F: X — RU {£o0}, the relazed
functional of F, denoted by F, is the largest lower semicontinuous functional which is smaller than
F.

Theorem 2.7. Let ¢: [0,+00) — [0, 4+00) be a convex, non-decreasing and lower semicontinuous
function with ¢(0) = 0 and with

lim @:CG(

t—+oo t

0, +00).

Let 0: [0, 4+00) x S"~1 — [0, +00) be a lower semicontinuous function such that 0(s,v) < c's for
any (s,v) € [0,4+00) x S*7L, for some ¢’ > 0. For any A € A(Q) let

/ é(|Vu|) dz + / O(u™ —u™| 1) dH"™ Y ifu € SBVZ(Q) N LX(Q)
]:(u7 A) — A SuNA
+oo otherwise in L*(9).

Then the relazed functional of F with respect to the strong L'-topology satisfies

F(u) S/Qqﬁ(|Vu|)dx+/S O(|ut —u™|,vy) dH™ ! + | D u|(Q)

u

for any uw € BV (Q).

Proof. Combining a standard convolution argument with a well known relaxation result (see, for
instance, Th. 5.47 in [3]) we can say that the relaxed functional of

/¢(\Vu|)dx if ue C1(Q)
G(u, A) = A

+00 otherwise in L!(Q)
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is given by

/A¢>(\Vu\) dz + ¢|D%u|(4) if u e BV ()

G(u, A) =
+00 otherwise in L!().
Since C1(Q2) C SBV2(2) N L>=(Q) then we get F(u, A) < G(u, A). Hence for any A € A(Q2) and
for any u € BV (Q)

Flu, 4) < /A¢(|Vu|) dz + ¢| D*u|(A).

We can now conclude using the fact that for every u € BV (£2) the set function F(u, -) is the trace
on A(Q) of a regular Borel measure p. This can be proven exactly along the same line of Prop. 3.3
in [6]. Hence

F(u) = p(€) = p(Q\ Su) + p(2 N Su)

§/¢(|Vu|)dm+c|Dcu|(Q)+/ O(|u™ —u™|,vy) dH"
Q Su

which is what we wanted to prove. O

3. STATEMENT OF THE MAIN RESULTS

Let © C R™ be a bounded open set with Lipschitz boundary. Let ¢: [0,4+00) — [0,400) be a
convex and non-decreasing function with ¢(0) = 0 and

lim M
t

t——+oo

(3.1) = ¢ € (0, +00).

For any € > 0 let f.: [0,+00) — [0, +00) be such that:

A1) f. is non-decreasing, continuous, with f.(0) = 0.

A2) Tt holds lim fE(tt) =
(e)—(0,0) €¢ ()
A3) f. converges uniformly on the compact subsets of [0, +00) to a concave function f.

Example 3.1. Given f and ¢ as above, a possible choice for f. satisfying A1-A3 is given by

ep (L) fo<t<t.
fs(t) =
flt—t) +eo (L) if t >t,

wheret. — 0, and t:/e — +00. The only non-trivial assumption to verify is A2. Sincee/to(t/e) —
co as (e,t) = (0,0), with t > t., the check amounts to verify that

li f(t_t6)+5¢(%) _

1 = Co

(£:4)=+(0,0) t

t>te
This follows immediately from f(t —t.)/(t —tc) — co and €/t.d(te/e) — co as (e,t) — (0,0), and
t>t..

Let C C R™ be open, bounded, and connected with 0 € C. Let p: C' — (0, +00) be a continuous
and bounded convolution kernel with
/ pdx =1.
c

For any € > 0 and for any « € R™ we will denote by C.(x) the set  + eC. For any « € eC let

pe(x) = Einp(x)-

3
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We consider the family (F.).s0 of functionals L*(Q) — [0, +-00] defined by

1
g/ f-(e|Vu| x pe)dx  if u e WHYHQ)
= Q

(32) Fe(u)
+o0 otherwise in L'(Q)
where, for any x € (),
(33) Vil spelo) = [ Vulw)lesly - ) dy
Ce(z)NQ

is a regularization by convolution of |Vu| by means of the kernel p..

Remark 3.2. Notice that with the choice C' = By and p = iXB1 we get

Valsple) = fValdy
B (z)NQ

and thus the family (F¢)eso reduces to the case already investigated in [20], [21] and [22].
In order to prove the I'-convergence of F. it is convenient to introduce a localized version of
F.: more precisely, for each A € A(Q)) we set
1
7/ fe(e|Vu| x po)da  if u e WHYH(Q)
(3.4) Fe(u, A) =4 €74
+00 otherwise in L'(£).

Clearly, F. (~, Q) coincides with the functional F. defined in (3.2). The lower and upper I-limits
of (.7-'5(~, A)) will be denoted by F'(-, A) and F"(-, A), respectively.
3.1. The anisotropy. In this paragraph we define the surface density

6: [0, +00) x S*1 — [0, +00)

which will appear in the expression of the I'-limit of F..
Given v € S"! and a,b € R let us denote by u%® the function R* — R given by

abr ) a if{z,v) <0
() = { b if (x,v) > 0.

For any x € R™ and any v € S*~! let P;-(z) be the orthogonal projection of x onto the subspace
vt ={x e R": (z,v) = 0}. We define the cylinder

Q,={zeR": |(z,v)] <1, PX(z) € ByNvt}.
Given ' C R™ with @, CC Q' denote by W2? the space of all sequences (u;) in Wl‘l)’cl(Q’ ) such

that u; — u2® in L}(Q'), and such that there exist two positive infinitesimal sequences (a;), (b;)
with u;(z) = a if (z,v) < —a; and u; = b if (z,v) > b;. Let

1
(3.5) 0(s,v) = inf {l_iminf —/ f(ej|Vu| * pe,)dz : (u;) € W2, g5 — 0+}.
Qv

Wn—1 J—+oo &4

Notice that 6(s,v) does not depend on the choice of €. Let us collect some easy properties of
which immediately descend from the definition.

Lemma 3.3. The following properties hold:

(3.6) 0 is continuous.

(3.7) 0(s,v) =0(s,—v), Vs>0, YvesSr L
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1
inf {liminf — / F(ej|Vu;| % pe,) da = (uj) € W*, g5 — 0+}
Qv

J—+oo €j

. 1
(3.8) = inf {liminf/ F(ejIVus| % pe, ) da : (uy) € Wb, e; — 0+}
Qv

j—4o0 E]'

whenever |a — b| = s.

Moreover, for any xo € R”, v € S*! and s > 0 we have

(3.9) 9(s,v) =

Wp—1

1
inf {liminf —/ f(&j1Vug| * pe,) dz : (uj(- — o)) € W*, g5 — 0+} .
zo+Qu

Jj—=+too g5
3.2. Main results. We are now in position to state the main result of the paper.

Theorem 3.4. Let F. be as in (3.2), with f. satisfying conditions A1-A3. Then F. I'-converges,
with respect to the strong L-topology, as e — 0, to F: L*(Q) — [0, +o0] given by

/ o(|Vu|) dz +/ O(ju™ —u™ |, 1) AH" ™ + co| Du|(RQ) if ue GBV(Q)
F(u) = @ Su

+o0 otherwise in L' ().

Remark 3.5. Notice that for any u € GBV () the expression O(|lu™ — u™|,v,) turns out to be
well defined H" *-a.e.x € S,,, since (3.7) holds.

The proof of Theorem 3.4 will descend combining Proposition 5.10 (the I-liminf inequality)
with Proposition 6.3 (the I'-limsup inequality).

As a typical consequence of a I'-convergence result, we are able to prove a result of convergence
of minima by means of the following compactness result for equibounded (in energy) sequences,
which will be proved in §4.

Theorem 3.6. Let (¢;) be a positive infinitesimal sequence, and let (u;) be a sequence in L'()
such that [|uj||ec < M, and such that F,(u;) < M for some positive constant M independent of
j. Then the sequence (uj) converges, up to a subsequence, in L'() to a function u € BV ().

Theorem 3.7. Let (¢;) be a positive infinitesimal sequence and let g € L>(). For every u €
LY(Q) and j € N let

Ij(u)z}"gj(u)—i—/QM—g\dx, I(u)z}"(u)+/9|u—g|dx.

For every j let u; € L*(Q) be such that
Ij(uj) S Lill’(lg)zj + €j-.

Then the sequence (u;) converges, up to a subsequence, to a minimizer of T in L*(Q).

Proof. Since g € L*(2) and since F., decreases by truncation, we can assume that (u;) is
equibounded in L*(2); for instance ||u;|loc < ||g]|oo. Applying Theorem 3.6 there exists u €
BV () such that (up to a subsequence) u; — u in L*(£2). By Theorem 2.3, since (Z;) I'-converges
to Z (see Th. 3.4 and Remark 2.4), u is a minimum point of Z on L'(12). O

4. COMPACTNESS

In this section we prove Theorem 3.6. Let us first recall a useful technical Lemma which can be
found in [10], Prop. 4.1. Actually such a Proposition has been proved for |[Vu|?, but, up to simple
modifications, the same proof works for |Vul.

For every A € A(2) and o > 0 we set

A, ={z € A: d(z,0A) > o}.
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Lemma 4.1. Let g: [0,400) — [0,400) be a non-decreasing continuous function such that

t
lim& =c
t—=0 ¢

for some ¢ > 0. Let A € A(Q) with A CC Q, and let w € WHL(Q) N L>(Q). For any § > 0 and
for any € > 0 sufficiently small, there exists a function v € SBV(A) N L (A) such that

1
(1—5)/ Vol der < /g(s][ |Vu|dy) dez,
A €JA B. ()

/
7—["_1(5'1, N Ag:) < c—/ g(a ][ |Vu|dy> dz,
€ Ja Be(w)

vl Loe ay < llullnoe(ay

v —ullpr(aq.) < CIHUHLOO(A) / g(& ][ |Vu|dy> dz,
A Be(z)

where ¢’ is a constant depending only on n,d and g.

Proof of Theorem 3.6. Let A € A(Q2) with A CC Q and 0A smooth. Let r > 0 such that B, C C,
and let m = infp_p > 0. Then for any z € A we have B, (z) C C;,(x) and thus for j sufficiently
large,

m
V| % pe, () = / Yy ()l pe, (g — ) dy > ™ V()] dy
Csj (z) gj Braj (z)

= mrwy ][ |V, (y)| dy

for any x € A. Fix § > 0. By A2 there exist t; > 0 and js such that f. (t) > (1 — 0)e;b(t/c; )
for any t € [0,ts] and j > js. Let o, 8 € R, with @ > 0 and 8 < 0, be such that ¢(t) > at + 8
everywhere. Then, since f;; is non-decreasing, we have f. (t) > g‘gj (t) for any t > 0, being

5 (t) o (1—5)005—1—5]-6 ifte [O,t(;]
€ - (1—5)04155-‘1-5]-5 if t > ts.

Therefore, letting hs(t) = ggj (t) —;8, we have

1
Fou A) 2 = [ BV 4 ) do+ 514
Ej A
(4.1) 1
>— | hs <mr"wnej ][ [Vl dy> dz + 5l A|.
€ Ja Bre; (2)
Let n; = re; and gsm(t) = %g,; (mr™~tw,t). Notice that, by construction,
lim 9o,m,rit) ®)
t—0 t

exists and is finite. Then inequality (4.1) becomes

1
Fe,;(ug, A) — BlA| > —/ 95,rm ("7j ][ |Vuj|dy) da.
77 Q an (:E)

J

Applying Lemma 4.1 we find a sequence (v;) in SBV(A) and a constant C' independent of A such
that [|v;]| pv(a)y < C and [|vj]| L4y < C. Moreover,

(4.2) [0 = ullLray = 0.

Hence, by Theorem 2.1, the sequence (v;) converges, up to a subsequence not relabeled, to some
u € BV(A), with [lul|gya) < C. By (4.2) also u; converges to u in L'(A). The arbitrariness
of A and a diagonal argument allow to find a subsequence (u;, ) which converges in L{ () to a
function u € BVioc(2), and the uniform bound of ||u;[| (o) implies the convergence is strong in

LY(Q). O
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5. THE I'-LIMINF INEQUALITY

In this section we will prove that for any u € L'(£2) the inequality
F(u) < liminf F (u;)
Jj—+oo :

holds for any u; — w in L'(2). First we will investigate two particular situations.

5.1. A preliminary estimate from below in terms of the volume and Cantor parts. In
this paragraph we will take into account a simpler family of functionals. Let a, 5 > 0 and let
g: [0, +00) — [0, +00) given by g(t) = at A 3. Let G-: L*(2) x A(2) — [0, +00] be defined by

1

f/ g(e|Vul * po)dz  if w e WHi(Q)
ga (U, A) = £Ja

+00 otherwise in L!(Q).

We wish to estimate from below the lower T'-limit G’(+, A) in terms of the volume and the Cantor

parts of Du. To this sake, we apply a slicing procedure, so that at first we will establish a suitable

one-dimensional inequality. The idea of the proof is the same as in [25], where the superlinear

growth case is treated.

Let m € N odd, let A be an open interval in R, and let (¢;) be a positive infinitesimal sequence.
Let Aj = {x €¢;Z:x € A}. For any j € N and for any « € A; we define the interval

me; me;
L) = |z = 5w+ 77

Lemma 5.1. Let o/, > 0 and let hj: [0,400) — [0,+00) given by h;(t) = o't /\ . Let
u € BV(A) and let uj — u in L*(A) with u; € WY1 (A) for any j € N. Then

(5.1) hmmfsj Z (][ )|u;|dy> Zo//A|u’|dy+O/|Dcu|(A)-

TEA; 15(

Proof. For any j € Nandi=0,...,m—1 let A; = (ie; +me;Z) N A. Obviously A; is the disjoint
union of A for i € {0,...,m —1}. Then

Zh(][‘()uﬂdy) szh<f()|u;|dy).

TEA; =0 GAI

— . /
At =Jue Ay ][ ] da < ?
I (z) Q'Ej

J
and let v; € SBV(A) given by

Now let

uj(z) ifzrel YA Ii(y)
v;(z) =
0 otherwise in A.

Hence

Z msjhj< ]{‘(z) |u;|dy> > Z mejhj< ]{A( |u’|dy) =da Z/ || dy

T€A! J z€A] ’ TEA]

= o// |vj| dy.
A

Observe that since we can suppose, without loss of generality, that

e > h (f )|u;.|dy> <M

TEA;
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for some M > 0, we deduce that

6/ m717
M >c¢; Z hj( ]{(w) u;-|dy> :Ejeﬁ(Aj\ U A;)

’EEA \Um lAl J
from which necessarily we have
m—li
ejﬁ<Aj\ U A;) —0, asj— +oo.
i=0

This implies that |[u; — vj||g14) — 0 as j — +oo. Therefore, v; — u in L'(A). Finally, by the
superadditivity of the liminf and by the lower semicontinuity of the total variation, we get

m—1
1
li f h; "1d > — lim inf hs “1d
imintes 32 s f, i) 2 3 i > me (£ i)
= € 3

TEA; Ij(z i
>a l_iminf/ [vj|dy > /| Dul(A)
J—=+0 Jp

> o// |u'| dy + o/ | D ul(A)
A
which ends the proof. O

Now, by applying the slicing Theorem 2.2, we will reduce the n-dimensional inequality to the
one-dimensional inequality 5.1. Fix £ € S*~! and 6 € (0, 1); consider an orthonormal basis {e;}
with e, = &. Let

@ ={ser i ei>|<§7z~=1,...,n}7 QS(e) =+ Qf

and the lattice Z§ ={z e R": (z,e;) € 0Z, i

= 1,...,n}. In what follows we will denote by
g;(t) = 2g(e;t); in particular it holds g;(¢) = at A Eﬁ nd

0. (u M) = [ g5(Vul xpe,) o, we WH(@),
A
Finally fix A € A(2) and let A§ ={z € Z§ : Qg(z) C A}. The following Lemma is a standard
easy application of the mean value Theorem (see also Lemma 4.2 in [10]).

Lemma 5.2. Let u € WH1(Q). Then there exists T € Q5 such that

xEA§
Proof. We have
A2 3 [ (Ve @Dy = [ 01Vul oo+ )
eAg g z€A§

Applying the mean value Theorem we get

> gVl o,y @) dy = 3 g5(IVul+ e, (7 + @)

s :CEA§ ;cEA§
for some T € Qg, which concludes the proof. O

We are in position to apply the slicing procedure.

Proposition 5.3. Let u € BV () and A € A(QY). Then

G'(u, A) > a/ [Vu|dz and G'(u, A) > o|D|(A).
A
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Proof. Fix £ € S*~L. For any n > 0 let Pﬁ be the union of the squares Q% (y;) € C withy; € Zf] for
i=1,...,m, for some m € N depending on n and £. Let p,, be a non-negative constant function
on the squares Q%(yi) with 0 < p, < p and such that

c,,z/p,,dav—)l7 asn — 0.
c

Let ¢; = py,(y;); then we can rewrite ¢, as ¢, = > .-, ¢;n™. Let Pgej be the union of the squares
Q%E (yi) € C¢,, with y; € Z,75 yfori=1,...,m. Let AE A%E ; applying Lemma 5.2, since we
can suppose, without loss of generality, that u; € WhH 1((2), there exists 7; € Q%Ej such that

Ge, (uj, A) > D (ng)"95(IVus| * pe, (@ + 7).
EEAE
Let B CC A, and, for any j sufficiently large, let v;(y) = u;(y + 7;). Then we get v; € Wh1(B)
and v; — u in L'(B). Thus

Ge, (uj, A) = D (ne;)"g(IVv;]  pe, ()

3
z€B;

being Bf- ={z e ngj : Q%Ej C B}. Now, for each z € Bf-, we estimate the term [V * p., ();
we have, for j large enough,
1
V% s, (@) = /C Vst allos 0y = 5 [ st ol (L) ay
€j

&j P"757‘

Ci
Oy BN\ VRIS SE L B\ R L
i=1

] i=1 rza 7]5 (yz

L . .
Since .1, ““- =1 and since g; is concave we get, for every x € Bf»,

Cn
m Cﬂ?n
51901, (0) = 3 gy (e
i=1

nej (yl)

Vosty+ o)l dy )
Thus, reordering the terms, we deduce that

Ge, (u, A) = 3 (n5)"9 ( ][ ‘. (a

QZEDJ&- ﬂsj( )

|V dz)

for any D CC B and j sufficiently large, being, as usual, D§ = {x € me : Q%Ej C D}. For
convenience we can suppose Vv; = 0 on

R" \ U Qnsj

Q5e,CD

Let (£) be the one-dimensional space generated by £. Let us denote by Zfzz‘.lj and by Zggj the
orthogonal projections of ZSEJ, respectively on (¢) and ¢+. Then

Ge,(uj, A) = > (ng;)"g; (Cn ][

mer,sj

ST % e

QCJ_EZnE || €Zne ‘

|V, dz)

r]a I)

[Vv;] dz)

ne; (1L+$H)

where z = x| +x turns out to be the unique decomposition of any = € Zfzsj with z) € ZS!J. and

x1 € Z5 . Moreover, denoting by ns7 and by Q5 the projections of Q. respectively on (€)
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and on ¢, applying Jensen’s inequality we deduce that

AUNTEE YD IR S

I3 n5~(xL)
v E€ZnE 5 ez L !

]15 (Vv (21 + 2)),€)| de dzi)
Qn! (IH)

> Z Z ngj)” ][Ei gj <CVI ][5H |<ij(ZL + ZH),§>| dZ|) dz |
1L€ZTIE wHEZEH ne; (T1) 5 @)
> Z /E Z N€;9; (CW ]lEH |<ij(zl+z”),§>|dz|> dz |
LEZSIEL QT,E IL)JL’HE 7‘,5 (III)
2/ Z NE; 95 <Cn ][£H |<VU](ZL+Z|),§>dZ”) dz .
eL GZEH 775.(a:H)
|| ne;

For any 0 > 0 small let D, = {x € D : d(x,0D) > o} and D+ ={r € D, :x =z, +x§, 7| €
R}, for x, € &+ For j sufficiently large, vj(z, + ) € WH1(DZ+). Furthermore, v; — u in
LY(D2+) for a.e.w) € &, Let h;(t) = gj(cyt); then, by the very definition of g, it is easy to see
that h;(t) = acyt A g We are in position to apply Lemma 5.1 with choice o' = ac, and ' = .
Thus

li f
e Z €59 (Cn][

w”ezng

€y K )|<vvj(2l +z||),§>|dz|>
z)

N 1Jl§1101£ Z 778] < ][gH (a: )
a:”EZnL_l !

(Vo (2 +z”>,s>|dz|>

> acy /Da ((Vu(zy + 2), ) dz + acy|(Du(zL + -), §)[(DZH).

o

Taking into account Theorem 2.2 and Fatou’s Lemma we conclude that

liminf G, (u;, A) > cna/ [(Vu(z), &) dz + cya (D u, £)(Dy).

Jj—rtoo

o

Since ¢; -+ 1asn —0,let 0 = 0and D ~ A. Then
(5.2) G'(u, A) > a/ [(Vu(z),€)|dz and  G'(u, A) > a|(Du, &)|(A)
A

for any ¢ € S"!. From the first inequality, using the superadditivity of G’ and Lemma 2.5 we
easily deduce that

G'(u, A) > a/A |Vu|dz.
Now if ¢ = <Jf§7231|a ¢) the second inequality in (5.2) can be rewritten as
0'(u.4) = [ fucldiDrul.
Another application of Lemma 2.5 yields
G'(u, A) > a/ sup || d|DCu| > a/ | sup we| D = ] Du|(A).
Agesnt A gesnt

This concludes the proof. O



T'-LIMITS OF CONVOLUTION FUNCTIONALS 15

5.2. A preliminary estimate in terms of the surface part. In this section we will consider
the family of functionals L*(2) x A(2) — [0, +-o0] given by

1
f/ h(e|Vu| * po)de  if u e WH(Q)
E(u,A) =4 74

+00 otherwise in L1(£2)

where h: [0, 4+00) — [0,400) is a non-decreasing concave function with 2(0) = 0 and with

lim = h{t) =cd >0.
t—0 t

The aim of this section is to estimate from below the lower I'-limit of £, in terms of a surface
integral; to do this the main idea, as in [22], is to estimate from below the Radon-Nikodym
derivative of the lower I'-limit £ with respect to the Hausdorff measure H"~! by means of a blow-
up argument around a jump point; then the result follows applying Besicovitch’s Differentiation
Theorem in a standard way.

Given zg € R”, v € S* ! and a, b € R, when considering £ for the blow up u;f’b = u(-—x0)
(see paragraph 3.1 for the definition of u%®) on a unit ball B; as below (or on a cylinder @, as
in the sequel), we will assume as Q any set ' strictly containing B; (or @,): the lower I'-limit of
E-(+, A) does not change by replacing Q with any Q' DD A.

For every A € A(Q) let £ (-, A) be the inner regular envelope of &', i.e.

E (- A)=sup{€'(-,B): Be A(Q),B CcC A}.
Proposition 5.4. Let u € BV (Q) and let ¢ € J,. Then
!/
B
lim inf 75_ (1, Bo())

0—0 Q”_l
Proof. Let § € (0,1). Then & (u, By(0)) > &' (u, Bso(wo)) for every o > 0. Thus

Fol ,B / B,
(5.3) lim inf ,(uigl(fvo)) > 6" im inf 5(1"71(”30)) .
0—0 o —0 rn—

> &/ (uha@o)wt @) u” @) By (),

Let us now estimate the lower limit in the right-hand side. Without loss of generality we can assume
e

xo = 0; moreover, for the sake of simplicity, we will denote by ug the function ug"(o)’u (©),u7(0),

Let (rx) be a decreasing infinitesimal sequence; for every k € N there exists u; € W1() such

that u; — w in L*(Q) and

liminf & (u;, By,) < &'(u, By, ) +
j—+oo ‘

Let j = j(k) be such that £5/r; < 1/k and

g&;(ujaBTk) Sgl(u7B7"k)+ k b)

llu; —ullL1q) < % and such that

/ |uz(rix) — u(rre)|de < 1
Ba k

Let v, = uj(y). We can suppose that the sequence j(k) is increasing, and we set o}, = €. Hence,
vp — uin LY(9),

n—1
(5.4) € (vh Br,) < €', Br,) + &
and

(5.5) /B |k (rez) — u(rpz)| de < % .
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Inequality (5.4) gives

.. & u,B .. &5 (v, B
lim inf (’7_17%) > lim inf M
k— 400 7‘2 k——+oo TZ

while from (5.5) we get
1
/ |vg () — ug(rpz)|de < — —|—/ [v(rgx) — uo(rgx)| de — 0
BQ k BZ

as k — +o0. Let wi(t) = vg(rxt). Then wy — ug in L*(Bz); moreover, for every z € B,, we have,
setting y = rit and observing that |Vwy(t)| = 7| Vg (rit)],

1 Yy—x
Vol s on@) = [ Fotilontr- =2 [ Valp( L) ay
Co, (@) O JCo, (x) Tk
!

t T
— [ Vunolo( G- 2 ) ar
Ok oy oy (/) O[Tk Ok

Therefore, setting x = rz, we obtain

Esy (Ui, Br 1
k(vf—l :) = -1 / h(ok|Vor| * po, () do
Tk Ok BTk

Tk
1 n—1 "
-~ [ (= Vur0le( 55 - =) at) ao
"k Ok /B O JCop iy (/) ox/Tr Ok

Tk

1 " t=
/ h("’”i/ |Vwk(t)p< Z>dt) dz
ok/mk Jp, \rk 0} Jo, . (=) Tk/Th

1 Ok
h| —|Vwg| * ps,, /r (2) | dz.
e [ (e )

Since o, /rx — 0, and wy, — ug in L'(Bsy), by the arbitrariness of (r;) and the definition of &', we
conclude combining (5.3) with the arbitrariness of § € (0,1). O

Now we estimate from below &'(uZ:*", Bi(x)). Without loss of generality, we can assume

2o = 0 and v = e1; we will denote, for the sake of simplicity, by u®® the function ugl’a’b. In order

to estimate from below &'(u®?, By) first we need to consider the problem on a suitable cylinder.
Recall that (see paragraph 3.1) Qe, = {z € R" : |21 < 1, PJ-(z) € By Net }, being P2 () the

orthogonal projection of z onto the subspace ef; for simplicity of notation we will use @) instead

of Qe, -

Lemma 5.5. For any A open subset of Q) there exist a positive infinitesimal sequence (g;) and a

sequence u; in WHL(Q) converging to u®® in LY(QY') such that

(5.6) lim &, (uj, A) = £ (u™b, A)
J—+oo
and such that
(5.7) uj(z) =a, ifw1 <—a; and uj(z)=0>b, ifx1 >0,
for some positive infinitesimal sequences (a;) and (b;).

Proof. We divide the proof in two steps.

Step 1. Fix A € A(Q) with A CC @, €,0 > 0 sufficiently small. Let ¢ given by

0 1< —2—0
p(z) =« affine —2e—0 <z < —2¢
1 Tq Z —2¢.

Obviously we have [Ve| < L. Let
Ac={z€eR" 21 < —2e — ke —o0}, B.={zxeR":21 > -2 +cks}
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c={x eR": -2 —ck) —0 <z < —2e+¢cks}

S,
where k1 = sup,co(z,e1) and ko = —infyec(z,e1). Let ui,us € WHH(Q') and v = pui+(1—p)us.
Then

1 1 1
E(v,A) = E/A ) h(e|Vus| * pe) dx + E/A . h(e|Vui| * pe) dz + E/A . h(e|Vv| % pe) d.
NAe NBe nSe

Taking into account the subadditivity of h we get

1 1 1
! / h(e| Vol po) da < / h(e (| V) % po) dr + - / h(e(1 — 9)|Vual) * pe) da
€ JAns. € JAans € JAns.

€

1
+2 [ heVela ~ )+ o) da,
€ Jans.
Then
/
E.(v, A) < Ex(ur, AN (B. U S.)) + Ex(up, AN (A USL)) + 5/ i — s * po da
0 JANS.

where we have used h(t) < 't for each ¢ > 0.

Step 2. Now let (g;) be a positive infinitesimal sequence and let (v;) be a sequence in Wh1(Q)
such that v; — u®? in L*(Q') and
: . _ ol(,ab
jgrfoo &, (vj, A) = E(u™, A).
Choosing u; = v; and uy = a we have, since &, (uz, A) =0,

CI

E, (v + (1 = p)ug, A) < &, (vj, A) + — / |vj — | * pe, da.
9 J{z1<0}

By standard properties of the convolution,
[ oy el ey do < oy~ wallpsescop 0
{z1<0}

as j — +o0o. Therefore, by a diagonal argument, if o;, — 0 we can find j, — +00 be such that

1
lim — Vi — Us| * po. dx = 0.
h—+o00 O, /{m1<0} ‘ " 2| Pesn

Thus

limsup &, (pvj, + (1 —pJuz, A) < limsup&, (vj,, A) = &, A).

h—+oco h—+oo
Setting

w _{ a 1 < —2¢5, —op
Ih T T > 0

we easily have u;, — u®® in L1(€') and u;, = a for z; < —a; for a suitable positive infinitesimal
sequence (aj). With the same argument one can prove that u;, = b for ;7 > b; for another
suitable positive infinitesimal sequence (b;). Thus (u;,) is optimal and (5.7) hold. O

ih

Proposition 5.6. We have &' (u®’, By) > &'(u*?, Q).

Proof. Fix 6 € (0,1). Let (u;) be given by the previous Lemma, applied with A = B;. Then
uj(z) = a if 1 < —aj, and u;(xz) = b if 21 > b;, where (a;) and (b;) are suitable positive
infinitesimal sequences. Let S; = (—aj,b;) x R"~!. For j sufficiently large, we have 6QNS; CC By,
from which &, (uj, QN Bl) =&, (uj, 6Q). Then

(58) Efj(uj7Bl) ZE&j(uj7Blm6Q) :gsj(uja(;Q)'

Let vj(x) = u;(dx). Then by a simple scaling argument we have &, (u;,0Q) = 0" &, /5(vj, Q).
Passing to the limit in (5.8) we get

5’(u“’b,Bl) 2 5n—1 ljiglgg%/ts(vj’@) Z 5n—15/(ua,b7Q).
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We conclude by taking the limit as 6 — 17 . O

Now, by an application of the Besicovitch’s Differentiation Theorem, we are able to prove the
correct estimate from below for the lower I'-limit of & . In order to apply such a Theorem, let
us consider the set function &£’ (u,-). It is well known that an increasing set function a: A(Q) —
[0, 4+00] which satisfies «(f)) = 0, which is subadditive, superadditive and inner regular, can be
extended to a Borel measure on € (for instance see [18], Th. 14.23). This result can be applied to
&’ (u,-), the subadditivity of £ (u,-) being the only condition which is not easy to prove, but it
can be recovered as in the proof of Prop. 4.3 and Th.4.6 of [13]; these results are established in
the case p > 1, but the same arguments work if p = 1.

Denote by p,, the Borel measure on 2 which extends &’ (u,-).

Lemma 5.7. Let u € BV (Q)). Then u, is a finite measure.
Proof. Let (up) be a sequence in L'(Q) converging weakly* converging to u in BV (Q). By defini-
tion

|Duy| * pe () = / pe(z — y) d|Dun(y).
C.(z)NQ

. * . . . .
Since Dup — Du as measures, by Fatou’s Lemma and taking into account that f is non-decreasing
and continuous, we get

1 1 1
(5.9) lﬁgggg /Q h(e|Dup| * pe) dz > - /Q h(z—:l}jglJirI;f|Duh| * pe) da > - /Q h(e|Du| x p¢) dz.

Now let u € BV(2) and let (uy) be a sequence in L(Q) strictly converging to u. In particular,
|Dup| — |Du| weakly* as measures (see, for instance, Prop.3.15 in [3]). Note that that D°u
vanishes on the sets with finite #"~! measure. Moreover, if S is o-finite with respect to H" 1,
then {x € Q: H"1(SNAC:(z)) > 0} is at most countable. Then (see, for instance, Prop. 1.62 in
[3]), we have

lim |Dup| * pe(z) = |Du| * pe(z), a.e.x € Q.
h—4o00

Applying the Dominated Convergence Theorem, we obtain
1 1

(5.10) lim f/ h (e|Dup| * pe) dz = f/ h (e|Dul| * p.) dx.

h—+o00 € Q € Ja
Combining (5.9) with (5.10) and taking into account that £ is lower semicontinuous, we have

1
& (u) < limsupg/ h (e|Dul * p.) dz.
Q

e—0

Notice that there exists v > 0 such that |Ce(z) N Q| < ~4e™ for any ¢ € Q. Denoting by
M = sup. p and taking into Fubini’s Theorem, we get that for sufficiently small ¢,

/ h (e|Du| * pe) da < c’/ / pe(y — x) d|Dul(y) dz = c’/ / pe(y — 2)X¢, (z) dz d|Dul(y)
Q aJeo.(z)ne aJo

C nQ
<eur [ [ 1D apu) < dary pul(@)
aJa e
and this yields the conclusion. O

Proposition 5.8. Let uw € BV () and A € A(Q2). Then

€' (u, A) > / Dllu* — u |, v) dH,

SuNA

where

1 1 :
Y(s,v) = inf {liminf/ h(ej|Vu;| % pe;) da = (uj) € W*, g5 — 0+} .
Qu

Wn—1 j—+oo €5
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Proof. For every k € Nlet Sy, = {x € S, : |ut(z) —u~(x)| > 1/k}. Clearly we have H"~1(Sy) <
+o00; let A\, = H" ! L Si. Applying the Besicovitch’s Differentiation Theorem we deduce that

the limit

im fu(Bo())
=0 A (By())
exists and is finite for Ag-a.e. x € 2, and is Ag-measurable. Moreover, the Radon-Nikodym
decomposition of i, is given by j, = g\ +p®, with u® L \. By rectifiability for H" !-a.e. 2 € Sy,
we get

g(z) =

i M(Bala)

T = 1.
=0 wp_10"”

Thus, for H" '-a.e. zy9 € S we have, applying Proposition 5.4, Proposition 5.6 and taking into
account (5.7),

pu(Bo(20)) — lim inf EL (u, By(wo))

= 1.
g(xO) Qg% wnflgnil 0—0 anlQnil
> f<1 f— ; ; v s (ui (- — Ot A e e
Z o in {]lgliglo - /IOH;)V h(g;|Vug| * pe;) da = (uj(- — x0)) € W, (zo) ,€; =0

Taking into account (3.8) and (3.9) (which obviously hold for h instead of f) we get

1 u (zo),u” (z
inf {Hminf —/ h(g; |Vug| * pe,;)da = (ui(- —x0)) € W (o) u( o) g — 0+}
z0+Qu

J—too g5 Vu (wo)
= P(lut (20) — u™ (20)|, vu(20))-

Since p® is non-negative, we deduce that

£ (u, A) Z/Az/)(|u+—u_|,1/u)d)\k:/s Wt — |, ) dH,

kNA

By considering the supremum for & € N we easily obtain

EL(u,A)z/S (et =) i
Ml

and the conclusion follows by definition of £’ . U

5.3. Proof of the I'-liminf inequality. We are ready to prove the I'-liminf inequality for the
family (F:)e>0. The main step of the proof consists in combining Proposition 5.3 with Proposition
5.8 and then using a supremum of measures argument.

Lemma 5.9. Let i be as in Lemma 2.5. Let A\, Ao be mutually singular Borel measures, and
1,9 positive Borel functions. Assume that

p(A) Z/Ai/JidAi

for every A € A(Q) and i =1,2. Then it holds

H(A)Z/Aﬂfld)\lJr/Ai/&d)\z

for every A € A(Q).

Proof. Let E C Q be such that A;(Q2\ E) =0 and A2(E) = 0. Then we can suppose that 1; =0
on Q\ FE and ¢ = 0 on E. Then max{tn, 12} = ¢1 + 12. We conclude by applying the Lemma
2.5 with the choice A = \; + \s. O

Proposition 5.10. Let u € L' () and A € A(Q). Then

F'(u, A) > /A¢(|Vu|)dx+/s O(|u™ —u7|,1/u)d7{"71 + ¢o|Dul(A).

wNA
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Proof. First notice that we can suppose u € GBV(Q2). Indeed, if (F¢,(u;)) is bounded and u; — u
in L'(Q) then u € GBV(Q): it suffices to apply Theorem 3.6 to u] = —T V u; AT, hence we get
uT € BV(Q) which means u € GBV ().

Now the key point of the proof is the construction of a suitable family of functions below f. .

Step 1. Let 6 € (0,1). We claim that there exists ts > 0 and for any h € N and for any
£ > 0 there exist ¢} > 0, d) < 0 and gJ : [ts, +00) — R such that if we let

At +ed) if t €[0,ts]
F0) =

Ats+edd +go(t) ift>ts
we have:
(5.11) s%p(cit +d3) = (1-106)o(t), Vt>D0.
(5.12) fe(t) > fcf”‘s(t), Vvt > 0, Vh € N, for € sufficiently small.
(5.13) f19 is continuous, non-decreasing and concave for any £ > 0 and any h € N.
(5.14) 18 _ ed) converges to (1 — &) f uniformly on compact sets of [0, +00) as h — 4oo.
First of all we point out that

_ft)

Indeed, by A2 for any o € (0,1) there exist ¢,,, > 0 such that f.(¢) < (1 + o)ep(t/e) for each
t €]0,t,] and for each £ € (0,&,]. Since ¢(s) < cgs for any s > 0, we have f.(¢)/t < (1+0)cy. By
A3 the previous inequality reduces to f(t)/t < (14 0)cg. On the other hand there exist t/,e/ >0
such that f.(t) > (1 — 0)ep(t/e) for each ¢ € [0,¢]] and for each € € (0,e.]. Since ¢(s) > cos — ¢,
for a suitable ¢ > 0, we have f.(t)/t > (1 — o)(cot — eq). We thus get f(t)/t > (1 — 0)co. By the
arbitrariness of ¢ > 0 we have (5.15).

Formula (5.15) is useful in order to construct the family (f?) as follows. By A2 there exists
ts > 0 such that f.(¢t) > (1 — §)ep(t/e) for each t € [0,ts] and for each e sufficiently small. Fix
h € N with h > 0 and let (¢,)nen be a family of affine functions such that supy, €5 (t) = ¢(¢) for
any t > 0 (recall that ¢ is convex); we let £5,(t) = cut +dp,. Let ¢ = (1 —d)ep, and d§ = (1 — 8)dp,.
Then (5.11) holds and we obtain f.(t) > it + ed¢ for all t € [0,t5]. Now it is easy to conclude
the construction of f% in such a way (5.12), (5.13) and (5.14) hold: for instance connecting the
graphic of the affine piece with a suitable rotation and truncation of the graph of f (see also (5.15)).

Step 2. Let § € (0,1) and let (fEh]ﬁ‘S) be the family constructed in step 1. Let 1) = fshjﬁ‘S —g;dy.
Then we get

1
(5.16) Fe,(u, A) > ;/Azﬁz (g1 Vu| * pe, (z)) da + dj)| A
J

for any v € WH(Q) and A € A(Q). Let A’, A” be open disjoint subsets of A such that |A”| < 6,
S, C A”. Therefore,

1 1
(5.17) Fe;(u, A) > Z/ ¥ (25| Vul * pe, (2)) dx—&—g—/ ¥ (e51Vul % pe, (x)) do+dy |A'|+6dS.
g JA i JAar
In particular we get
1
Fe,(u, A) > 6—/ Vh (£5|Vul % pe, (2)) da + dj)| A'|
JjJA

Notice that ¢ is linear in [0,¢5]. Applying Proposition 5.3 with the choice g = ¥§ A 99 (ts) we
obtain

F'(u, A) > ci/ V| dz + ¢ | Du|(A) 4 d3 |A'] = (1 — 5)/ On(IVul)dz + (1 = 8)cp | DCul(A”).
Y Y
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Since F'(u,-) is a superadditive function on open sets of Q with disjoint compact closures, by
applying Lemma 2.5 and (5.11) we get, by the arbitrariness of A" and 4§,

(5.18) F(u, A) > / (V) )dz + co| Du|(A).
A
Now (5.17) implies also

Fe,(u, A) > 1 /,/ ¥y (£ Vul * pe, (2)) da.

€j

Applying now Proposition 5.8 with the choice h = 1/12 we deduce that

]—"(u,A)Z/S .\ 09 (Jut — u™|,v,) dH" L,
WNA”

being

92(5,1/) =

1
inf {liminf/ V2 (5] V| * pe,)dw s (u;) € WS, g5 — 0+} .
Qv

Wp—1 j=+oo €;

Using (5.14) and the arbitrariness of ¢, it follows that 92 — 0 as h — +oo and § — 0. Applying
once more Lemma 2.5, by the arbitrariness of A”, we have

(5.19) F'(u, A) 2/ O(ju™ —u™|,v,) dH" L.
SunA
Applying Lemma 5.9 choosing Ay = L™, Ao = H" ! L J,, A3 = |D/| and taking into account
(5.18) and (5.19), we immediately obtain F’'(u) > F(u) for any u € BV ().
Let us now consider the case u € GBV(Q). Let (u;) be a sequence in W11(Q) converging to u
in L'(Q) and such that

lim F., (u;) = F'(u).

j—+oo
Define u] = (=T)Vu; AT, and u” = (=T) Vu AT. Since u] — u™ in L'(Q2), and u” € BV(Q),
we have
F'(u) = liminf F, (u;) > liminf F_ (u?) > F(ul).

Jj—+oo Jj—+oo

Applying (2.2), (2.3) and (2.4) and taking into account the continuity of § we obtain

lim </Q(/>(|VuT|)dx+/SuT 0(1(u")T = (uT) |, vyr ) dH" L +co|DcuT|(Q)> = F(u)

T— 400

so we are done. O

6. THE I'-LIMSUP INEQUALITY
In this section we will prove that F”(u) < F(u) for any v € L'(Q); since, by definition,
F(u) = +oo for any u € L (Q) \ GBV (), it is sufficient to consider the case u € GBV (Q).

Lemma 6.1. Let (c;) be a positive infinitesimal sequence, v € S"™' and s > 0. Let (u;) € Wo*
be such that

1
wp—16(s,v) = lim —
Jotoo g5

/Q £ Yy % pz,) da.

Then for any r > 0 there exists a positive infinitesimal sequence o; and (v;) € W9 such that for
any o > 0 it holds

1
wnilrn—lg(S,I/) ZJETOO; o f(oj|ij\ *paj)dit,
J JrQyg

where Q9 ={x € Q, : {z,v)| < o}.
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Proof. Let 0; = re; and vj(z) = w;(rz). Then by the change of variables z = rz and y = rt we

get
1 T Jj
— [ foI Vil pey)de =" [ f(E V0, (rz — rt) pg, 12 (8) dt ) dz
95 JrQ. i JQ. r
n—1

Coj/r

- :J_ / f(gj /C V(2 — t)|pe, (1) dt) dz.

Passing to the limit as j — +00 we get

1
lim — Vv, | % po.)da = r"~10(s, v).
Jm = [ F@l )% pr,)de = to(s,0)

Since the transition set of the optimal sequence (u;) shrinks onto the interface (see (5.7) or the
definition of W*) we deduce that

1 1
lim — ; j J)dxr = lim — ; ; )d
j—igloo 95 JrQ, f(UJ|VUJ| i po]) v 1_12100 95 JrQg f(UJ ‘VUJ| ’ paj) ’
for any o > 0, hence we conclude. O

Proposition 6.2. For any u € W(Q) it holds F"(u) < F(u).

Proof. By the very definition of W(2) (see paragraph 2.5) the set .S, is contained in the union
of a finite collection Ky, ..., K,, of (n — 1)-dimensional simplexes; it will not be restrictive to
assume m = land K = Ky C{z € R": 2 =0}. Fixhe N h>1. Let Q) ={x € Q\ K :
d(z,K) > 1/h}. Let S be the relative boundary of K; obviously it holds H" 1(S) = 0. Let
Kp={z€ K :d(z,S)>1/h}. Let ke N, k > 1, x1,..., 2, € Kj, and 7 > 0 be such that B, (z;)
are pairwise disjoint, B,(z;) N{z1 =0} C K}, forany i =1,...,k and

(6.1) ! (Kh \ (O By(w:) N {21 = 0})) < %

i=1
Let Qn = {2 € rQe, : |z1] < 1/h} and Qn(z) = = + Qp for any & € R™. Moreover, let
QF =QunN{z1 >0} and Q;, = Q; N {z1 < 0}. At this point we divide the proof in two steps.

Step 1. Take a function v € W(Q) with S, C K and such that v is constant in any x; + QZ
and in any x; + @}, . Denote by v;" the value of v in z; + QZ and by v;” the value of v in z; + @}, .
We claim that

k
(6.2) F'(v) S/qu(\Vdex—i—Z/K O(|v — v |,e1) dH™ 1 + ¢[Do|(2},),
=1

NB, (xl)

for some ¢ > 0, where

k
p= o (20 U+ @)
i=1
Let (g;) be a positive infinitesimal sequence and let 6 € (0,1). Accordingly to Lemma 6.1, let
us define v; € W(2) be such that we have
(6.3) ‘li1+n Fo, (0,2 4 8Qp) = (67)"10(|v — vy |, 1),
j——+oo
where 0; = rej. Otherwise in §) we set v; = v. Then, using the same argument as in the proof of
Lemma 5.7, we deduce that
k
1
(6.4) o /Q o, (051V0;] % po,) da < Fo (0, 0) + Y For, (v, i + 0Qn) + | Dv| (2, ),
i=1

being
k
;L’(; = Q\ (Qh U LJ(.%‘z + (5Qh))

i=1
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The first term on the right-hand side of (6.4) is given by
1
—/ fo,(05IVV] % ps,) dz
05 Jay,

By standard properties of the convolution we have [Vo|xp,, — [Vu| in L'(Q2) and a.e.in Q. From
A2 we deduce that

lim 7f€ (ete)

e—0 IS

(6.5) = o(t)

whenever t. — t, for each ¢t > 0. By the Dominated Convergence Theorem we get

lim / fo; (05|Vv| % ps)) dxf/ o(|Vol) dx</¢ |[Vu])d

j—>+oo 0j

Passing to the limsup in (6.4), using (6.3) and using the arbitrariness of § € (0,1) we get (6.2).

Step 2. Forany i =1,...,k let

uj: ][ ut dH u; = ][ u dH !
B, (z;)NK B, (z;,)NK

+

‘ N U, if (335)1 —x1 >0 ‘
ul(l‘) = { u; if (z) — 21 <0 T e Br(wz)'

?

and

For any h € N, h > 1, let uj, = u; on Qp(z;) and up, = u otherwise in Q. Applying step 1 with
the choice v = up we get

F'(u /¢ [Vul) dx—l—Z/ O(|u —u; |, er) AH" ! + | Du|(€2,).
KNB,(x;)

Now [€},| = 0. Furthermore, taking into account (6.1) we deduce that H"~!(S, N }) — 0 as
h,k — +o00. Hence |Du|(€},) — 0 as h, k — +o0c. Exploiting the uniform continuity of the traces
of u and the continuity of 6, we also get

Z/ O(|u —u;|,er)dH"™ 1MC_H_OO/ O(lut —u"|,e;)dH"
KNB,(x;)

and the lower semicontinuity of F” yields the conclusion. O

Proposition 6.3. Let w € GBV(QY). Then it holds F"(u) < F(u).
Proof. First let u € SBV2(Q) N L>(£). We can apply Theorem 2.6, choosing
¥(a,b,v) =6(la —b|,v)
(see (3.6) and (3.7)). Then there exists a sequence w; — u in L'(2), with w; € W((2), such that
Vw; — Vu strongly in L?(Q, R™) and

(6.6) limsup/ 0( |w —wj |, vy, ) dH"T 1</ O(|ut —u™|,vy) dH" L

Jj—+o0

By the lower Semicontmulty of 7" and by Proposition 6.2 we deduce that, applying the Dominated
Convergence Theorem and (6.6),

F) < timin 7 (w;) < [ o(9ude+ [ o(fut — ) ar

u

Using relaxation Theorem 2.7 we get

F"(u /¢|Vu\ d;v+/ O(|u™ — u™|,vy) dH™ ! 4 co| Du|(Q)
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for each v € BV(Q). Finally, let u € GBV () and, for any T > 0, v = ~T Vu AT. Then
uT € BV(Q) for each T > 0 and u? — w in L}(Q) as T — +oo. Taking into account (2.2), (2.3)
and (2.4) we obtain, exploiting again the lower semicontinuity of 7" and the continuity of 9,

F'(u) < limsup </Q</>(|VuT|)dx+/S 0(|(uT)* — (uT)|, vyr) dH" +cO|DcuT|(Q)>

T—+o0
= / o(|Vul) dx +/ O(|u™ —u™|,vy) dH™ ! 4 co| Du|(Q)
Q Su
which is what we wanted to prove. O

7. COMPUTATION OF # IN THE ONE-DIMENSIONAL CASE

In this section we are able to give an explicit formula for 6 if n = 1 along the same line of the
discretization argument used in [22].
Let n = 1, then we can set Q = (a,b), C = I to be an open interval around 0, p: I — (0, +00)
continuous and bounded with
/ pdt =1.
I

For any € > 0 let p.(t) = 1/ep(t/e) and I.(x) = x + l.
Theorem 7.1. It holds
“+o0
o) = [ Flop(t)

—00
Proof. In the one-dimensional setting the expression for § given by (3.5) reads
6(s) = inf {hmlnfE/ flejluf]  pey)dt = (uy) € WO, & o 0+}
Too &

being W% the space of all sequences (u;) in Wlicl (), (=1,1) € @', such that u; — sX(g 4o0) in
L*(€), and such that there exist two positive infinitesimal sequences (a;), (b;) with u;(t) = 0 if
t < —a; and uj = s if t > b;. Let (uj) € W* and

Moreover, let w; = 0V v; A's. Then (w;) € W95 and by the change of variables y = €;z and
t =e;r we get

7/f5j|u|*pgj dt>f/ (/ . (i))dt
51]» lf(EJ/I wi(t+e;2)p(z )> dt/11//5;f(eg'/[w;(EjT*&jZ)P(z)) dr
) /// 1( [astr+ 20 an

where w;(t) = w;(e;t). Since (w;) € WO then the previous inequality becomes
1 1 o0
L[ stz [ a( [aespea) a
J J— —00 I

Denoting by X the space of all functions v € I/Vﬁ)cl (R) which are non-decreasing and such that
there exist £y < & with v(t) =0if ¢t < tgp and v = s if t > t1, we are led to solve the minimization
problem inf x G, being

G(v) = /_—:O f</1(t) ' (x)p(z —t) dx) dt, veX.
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By a simple regularization argument it is not restrictive to assume f € C2(0,4+oc0) and f strictly
concave. For each k € N, with & > 1, we now consider a discrete version Gy of G defined on the
space of the functions on R which are constant on each interval of the form
& 1 1+1 .
‘]i = |:k, T , S Z.

We define X, as the set of the functions v: R — [0, s], such that:

a) v is constant on any JF; denote by v the value of v on JF.

b) v* < vt! for any i € Z.

c) v' =0if i <ig and v* = s if i > i; for some ig < i;.
Let I* = {i € Z : JF C I}. Finally, let Gy: X}, — R be defined by

Gi(v) = %Zf( >t - v””)pﬁ), ph = ][ p(z) dz.
i€Z  helk T
Obviously G admit minimizers on X;. We claim that each minimizer of Gy, on X} takes only the
values 0 and s.
Let v be a minimizer of G, on Xj. Suppose, by contradiction, that there exists igp € Z with
v =c € (0,s). We can assume that for a suitable 7 € N it holds

i0+1 —

coo= gl glodril 5

,U7,0—1<C7 C:/UlO:/U

Given t € R sufficiently small, we define vy € X, letting vi‘”’l =c+t,if0<I<r,and v; =v
otherwise. It is easy to see that for some af , ﬁf = 0 which do not depend on ¢, we have

1
Gi(ve) = T Zf(af +16;)
ieJ
for some finite set J C Z. The function t — Gy (v;) is twice continuously differentiable in ¢t = 0,
due to the smoothness of f and we have
d2

ij(Ut)|

< =3 Pkt <o

t=0 icJ

by the strict concavity of f. This contradicts the fact that v is a minimizer for Gy on Xj.

Since Gy, is invariant under translation, we have already shown that
min Gk = Gk (”LA))
Xk
where v = $X (0, 1.o0)- Since
. 1 k
Gr(0) = A Zf(SILJ
€L
by the definition of the Riemann integral as the limit of the Riemann sums, we deduce that

+o00o
lim inf min G, > / f(sp(t)) de.

k—+oo X —00

Given o > 0 let v, € X be such that infx G > G(v,) — 0. Let w,: R — [0, s] given by
w, (t) = w! = ][ vo(r)dr, teJF.
Tk
Notice that w, € Xi. Let k be sufficiently large such that G(v,) > Gg(w,) — 0. Hence

+oo
G(vy) > liminf min G, — o > / f(sp(t))dt —o.

k—+oo X —50

By the arbitrariness of ¢ > 0 we obtain
+oo

0(s) > inf G > / F(sp(t)) dt.

— 0o
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If we let
0 if S —€j
S .
uj(t) = ;t+s ift € (—¢;,0)
J
s ift>0

for e; — 07, we have (u;) € W9 and a straightforward computation shows that

1 “+o0
tm = [ fesluglpe)de= [ plopo) at

Jotoo g; oo

and this yields the conclusion. O

Remark 7.2. Observe that when I = (—1,1) and p = %X(—l,l) we get

9@)=2f<;).

Hence we recover the case investigated in [21].
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