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REGULARITY FOR GENERAL FUNCTIONALS
WITH DOUBLE PHASE

PAOLO BARONI, MARIA COLOMBO, AND GIUSEPPE MINGIONE

ABSTRACT. We prove sharp regularity results for a general class of functionals
of the type

uﬂ—)/F(x,w,Dw)dx,

featuring non-standard growth conditions and non-uniform ellipticity proper-
ties. The model case is given by the double phase integral

wH/b<x7w><|Dw|P+a<x>|Dw|Q>dx, 1<p<q, a(2)>0,

with 0 < v < b(-) < L. This changes its ellipticity rate according to the
geometry of the level set {a(z) = 0} of the modulating coefficient a(-). We also
present new methods and proofs, that are suitable to build regularity theorems
for larger classes of non-autonomous functionals. Finally, we disclose some
new interpolation type effects that, as we conjecture, should draw a general
phenomenon in the setting of non-uniformly elliptic problems. Such effects
naturally connect with the Lavrentiev phenomenon.

To Paolo Marcellini on his 70th birthday, with admiration for
his pioneering work in the Calculus of Variations
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The aim of this paper is to provide sharp and comprehensive regularity theo-

WA(Q) 5 w s Plw, Q) = /Q(|Dw|p + a(2)|Dw|?) dz

1

rems for minimizers of a class of integral functionals of the Calculus of Variations
exhibiting a degeneracy of double type and a strong non-uniform ellipticity. The
main model case in question here is provided by the double phase functional

(1.1)
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which is naturally defined for w € W11(Q), where 2 C R" is a bounded open
domain, n > 2 and it is initially assumed that 1 < p < ¢ and a(-) € L®(Q).
In the recent papers [5, 16, 17] the authors have provided a rather comprehensive
regularity theory for local minimizers of P. This culminates in establishing the
local gradient Holder continuity of minima provided a sharp balancing condition
between the closeness of p and ¢ and the regularity of a(-) is satisfied. Notice that
the Holder gradient regularity is optimal already in the classical p-Laplacean case,
i.e.,, when a(-) = 0 [53, 54]. More specifically, it turns out that the condition

(1.2) a() €C%*(Q), ae(0,1] and ]% <1 +%

is sufficient to get such maximal regularity. Actually, this has been proved in
[16] apart from the controversial borderline case ¢/p = 1 + «/n, which is instead
handled here for the first time; see also Remark 1.1 below. Moreover, as proved in
[17], assuming that minimizers are bounded allows to relax the relation between p
and ¢ in (1.2) as follows:

(1.3) ue L®(Q), a()eC™(Q), ac(0,1] and g<p+a.

The counterexamples given in [26, 27] show that both (1.2) and (1.3) are sharp
conditions for regularity. They do coincide for p = n, while (1.2) naturally gets
better than (1.3) for p > n. Indeed, in this last case the boundedness assumption
on u becomes irrelevant due to Sobolev-Morrey embedding theorem. Notice that
such conditions essentially serve to contain the rate of non-uniform ellipticity of the
functional P, which can be measured by the distance g — p. We also remark that
the first regularity results for minima of P under assumptions (1.2), namely the
higher integrability and fractional differentiability of gradient, have been obtained
in [26] via the analysis of the related Lavrentiev phenomenon the functional P
might exhibit. The functional appearing in (1.1) has been first considered by Zhikov
[56, 57, 58] in the setting of Homogenization theory and to give new instances of
the Lavrentiev phenomenon. In this respect, the main feature of the integrand

(1.4) H(z, z) = |2|P + a(z)|z|? =: K(z, |2]) z€eR"

is that it changes its rate of ellipticity according to the positivity of a(x). It shows
g-growth with respect to the gradient variable z on the set {a(z) > 0}, and p-growth
on {a(x) = 0}. The delicate transitions between the p- and the g-ellipticity explains
the dependence of the bounds in (1.2)-(1.3) linking p and ¢ on the Holder exponent
a of a(-). We refer to [6, 16] for a more accurate description of the additional
features of the integral in (1.1) and its occurrence in applications.

In this paper we shall deal with general functionals of the type

(1.5) W Q) 3w = F(w,Q) := / F(z,w,Dw)dzx ,
Q

where F': ) Xx R x R™ — R is a Carathéodory integrand, initially satisfying the
double-sided bound

(1.6) vH(z,z) < F(z,v,2) < LH(x,z) ,

for constants 0 < v < L. This aims at giving an intrinsic approach to regularity
of double phase functional, drawing a parallel with the standard growth conditions
of p-type, that is when a(x) = 0 and therefore H(z,z) = |z[P. Under growth
conditions (1.6) the natural notion of minimality is given as follows:

Definition 1. A function u € W, (Q) is a local minimiser of the functional F
defined in (1.5) if and only if H(-, Du) € L'(Q) and the minimality condition
F(u,supp (v — v)) < F(v,supp (u — v)) is satisfied whenever v € VVlicl(Q) is such

that supp (u — v) C €. In particular, a local minimizer belongs to WP (Q).
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Integrals of the type in (1.5) under the growth assumptions (1.6) belong to
the family of functionals satisfying non-standard growth conditions of (p, q)-type,
i.e., those whose integrands satisfy growth and coercivity conditions at different
polynomial rates

(1.7) vig|” < F(z,v,2) < L([2|"+ 1),  p<q.

These functionals have been the object of intensive investigation over the last years,
starting with the seminal papers of Marcellini [43, 44, 45]; see for instance [9, 11,
15, 26, 55, 57, 58]. See also the survey [46]. The regularity theory in the case
of functionals with (p, ¢)-growth in the non-autonomous case, that is when the
energy density F(-) is allowed to depend on z, is still a non-trivial open issue,
especially when considering sharp conditions for regularity. In this respect, the
growth conditions considered in (1.6) represent a very significant case since the one
in (1.1) provides one of the hardest model examples of non-autonomous functionals
with (p, ¢)-growth available in the literature. See for instance the lists of examples
discussed in [6, 26, 56, 57, 58].

In order to get higher regularity of minima, assumption (1.6) are not sufficient
already in the standard case a(x) = 0. For this, after (1.6), we assume that F'(-) is
a continuous integrand, of class CZ_(R™ \ {0}) in the z-variable, and we consider
the following natural assumptions:

|OF (x,v,2)||2| + |0*F(z,v, 2)||2|*> < LH(z, 2)

v (|2[P72 4 a(x)|2|972) [€]* < (0*F(z,v,2)E,€)

(1.8) |OF (21,0, 2) — OF (22,0, 2)||2| < Lw (|1 — 22|) [H (21, 2) + H(z2, 2)]
+Lla(x1) — a(zz)|[2]?

|F(z,v1,2) — F(x,v2,2)| < Lw(|lvy — ve|)H (2, 2) .

These are assumed to hold whenever z,z1,22 € Q, v,v1,v3 € R, z € R" \ {0},
£ € R", where 0 < v < L are fixed constants, and

(1.9) w(t) := min {tﬂ, 1} fort>0

is the standard g-Hoélder continuous modulus of continuity for g € (0,1]. In (1.8)
the symbol 0 stands for the partial derivative with respect to the z-variable. It is
not difficult to see that assumptions (1.8) are for instance satisfied by the model
functional

(1.10) WhHQ) 5w / b(x,w)H (x, Dw) dx ,
Q

where 0 < v; < b(x,v) < Ly, for some constants vy, Ly and for some b(-) Holder
continuous function. Further model cases are clearly given by integrals of the type

(1.11) w /Q [Fy(z,w, Dw) + a(z)Fy(z, w, Dw)] dz ,

where Fj(-) and Fy(-) have p- and g-growth, respectively, and satisfy conditions
suited to imply Holder continuity of the gradient of minima when considered as
single integrands. See for instance [33, Assumptions (1.1)] or just consider (1.8)
with p = ¢. We remark that both the functional in (1.10) and the one in (1.11)
cannot be covered by the present literature on functionals with (p, ¢)-growth as in
(1.7). Note indeed that in both cases the functional considered is non-differentiable
and therefore its treatment cannot pass through the analysis of the related Euler-
Lagrange equation.
Sometimes we shall replace (1.9) by the weaker

(1.12)  w: [0,00) — [0,00) is concave and such that w(0) =0 and w(-) <1,
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thereby considering functionals as in (1.10) with b(-) being just continuous rather
then Holder continuous.

The first two main results of this paper, stated in the next Theorem 1.1 and 1.2,
draw a complete parallel with the theory of functionals with standard polynomial
growth [28, 41, 42] i.e., when a(-) = 0; see also [35, 36] for more recent a priori
estimates.

Theorem 1.1 (Maximal regularity). Let u € W1P(Q) be a local minimiser of
the functional F defined in (1.5), under the assumptions (1.6) and (1.8)-(1.9).
Moreover, assume that either (1.2) or (1.3) are satisfied. Then there exists By €

(0,1), depending only on n,p,q,v,L,a and B, such that Du € CO’BO(Q;R").

loc

The main contribution in this paper is essentially threefold. First, we extend the
results of [16, 17] to the largest possible family of functionals exhibiting a double
phase behaviour of the type in (1.1), that is those functionals that can be controlled
by the one in (1.1) in the sense of (1.6); we further observe that we provide a unified
and more transparent approach to the two different cases (1.2)-(1.3). Second, the
methods we develop here can provide a guideline to face the more general problem
of regularity of minima under general Orlicz-type conditions. This means dealing
with general non-autonomous functionals of the type in (1.5) where

(1.13) F(z,v,2) = ®(z,|z|)

and ®(-) is a generalized Young function in the sense specified for instance in
[19, 32]. An example is in fact given by the function H(z, z) = K(z, |z]) = ®(, |z])
defined in (1.4). The study of such problems has gained large attention over the
last years, in particular with respect to the sharp interplay between the regularity
of the function z — ®(z,-) and the growth conditions of ¢t — ®(-,t). An example
of this is indeed already given in (1.2)-(1.3), while further results in this direction
can be for instance found in [2, 3, 4, 8, 11, 9, 12, 13, 14, 20, 47, 48, 49, 52]; see also
the work of Ragusa & Tachikawa for partial regularity [50, 51, 52]. In particular,
we point out the recent paper [31], where a general setting for conditions (1.13) has
been considered, with some unifying approaches and assumptions fitting several
different contexts, as for instance those described in [6, 26, 56, 57, 58]. The issue
is intriguing as assumptions that are relevant for regularity largely coincide with
those that are necessary to get good functional theoretic properties of the spaces
in questions; see for instance [6, 16, 19] for this interplay. In this paper we use
an intrinsic approach, useful to deal with cases like (1.13). An instance of this is
the Morrey type decay estimate (1.14) below, formulated in terms of the natural
quantity H(-, Du) and resembling the classical one valid for p-harmonic functions.
It requires assumptions that are weaker than those considered in Theorem 1.1.

Theorem 1.2 (Intrinsic Morrey decay). Let u € W1P(Q) be a local minimiser of
the functional F defined in (1.5), under the assumptions (1.6), (1.8) and (1.12).
Moreover, assume that either (1.2) or (1.3) are satisfied. Then, u € CIOO’(?(Q) for
every 8 < 1. Finally, for every o € (0,n), there exists a positive constant ¢ =
c(data(y),0), such that the decay estimate

(1.14) /H(a:,Du)dxgc(ﬁ)"_” H(z, Du) dz
B, R Br

holds whenever B, C Br € §y are concentric balls with R < 1.

The meaning of data(€dy) is clarified in (2.2) below, see Section 2 for more
notation. Theorem 1.2 has been obtained for the model case (1.1) in [16] under
assumptions (1.2) (but only when ¢/p < 1+ a/n), but is new already for P when
conditions in (1.3) are considered. Another advantage of the methods presented
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here is that they allow to avoid the use of fractional estimates previously employed
in [16, 17, 26]. The use of such methods has a few drawbacks. As an example, it
does not allow to extend the interior regularity results up to the boundary under
the general assumptions one may wish to consider thinking to the classical case
with p-growth. See for instance the recent interesting paper [12], where, due to the
use of fractional estimates, additional regularity assumptions on the boundary have
to be imposed in order to extend the interior results in [18].

Remark 1.1. The approach proposed here also allows to deal with the delicate
borderline case in (1.2), i.e.,

(1.15) 142,

P n
This has been left open in several papers on non-autonomous functionals [9, 12,
16, 25, 48]. Borderline cases are hard to catch. For instance, in the case of general
functionals of the type w — [, F(Dw)dx with (p,q)-conditions of the type in
(1.7) and suitable convexity assumptions, the bound available in the literature is
q/p < 14+2/n. It is not clear how to deal with the related limiting case ¢/p = 1+2/n.

Remark 1.2. Another feature of the methods introduced here is that they open
the way to treat parabolic equations of the type

uy — div (|DuP~>Du+ a(x,t)|Du|?"*Du) = 0.

Such equations poses non-trivial additional difficulties as they generate new double
phase intrinsic geometries and new methods must be developed; see [7].

The third goal of this paper is finally to disclose a new interpolative type phe-
nomenon. In fact, we conjecture this should be a general principle when considering
functionals with (p, ¢)-growth as in (1.7) and related non-uniformly elliptic prob-
lems. For this we shall consider simpler functionals of the type

(1.16) WHHQ) 3 w = F(w, Q) := / F(z,Dw)dx ,

Q
but the results are completely new already in the model case (1.1). The idea is
that assuming more regularity of u allows to further relax the bound linking p and
g. This is already visible in (1.3) vs (1.2). The right scale to further quantify this
phenomenon is the one of Holder continuity, as shown in the next

Theorem 1.3 (New interpolative bound). Let u € WHP(Q) be a local minimiser
of the functional F defined in (1.16), under the assumptions (1.6), (1.8)-(1.9) and
with a(-) € C%*(Q). Moreover assume that

(1.17) we ™ (Q)  and q<p—|—ﬁ, v e (0,1).

Then there exists $1 € (0,1), depending only on n,p,q,v,L,a and B, such that
Du € C2P (Q;R™). Moreover, weakening assumption (1.9) by (1.12), leads to the

loc
conclusions of Theorem 1.2.

The bound in (1.17) exhibits the correct asymptotic. It formally reduces to (1.3)
when v — 0, while says that no bound on ¢ — p is needed when v — 1. Indeed,
in this case we approach the Lipschitz continuity of w, which in fact makes the
functional uniformly elliptic at infinity. As expected, the bound in (1.17) improves
the one in (1.2) only when p < n/(1 — «), that is, only when the exponent = is
better than the one naturally given by Sobolev-Morrey embedding theorem, since
p > n/(1 —~) implies that v € C27(Q). Only in this case u € C%7(Q) becomes a
real assumption and gives therefore an improvement.
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Finally, the assumptions of Theorem 1.3 also allow to give new instances of
absence of Lavrentiev phenomenon [37, 56, 57, 58]. According to the classical
definition specialized to the present context, the Lavrentiev phenomenon for the
functional F in (1.5) under assumptions (1.6) occurs when
(1.18) inf F(w,B) < inf F(w, B),

wEug+W P (B) weug+Wy P (B)NWL 9 (B)

where B € Q is a ball and ug € WH*°(B). Considering the model functional P
in (1.1), as shown in [26], it can be proved that (1.18) actually occurs when (1.2)-
(1.3) fail, and this eventually allows to give examples of irregular minima; see also
[27]. In [26] this approach is reversed and the absence of Lavrentiev phenomenon
- i.e., the non-occurrence of (1.18) - is used to prove regularity of minima. In
particular, in [26] the absence of Lavrentiev phenomenon for general functionals
as in (1.5) is proved under assumptions (1.2) and (1.6). When instead looking
at (1.3), the absence of Lavrentiev phenomenon for the model case P has been
obtained in [17] as a consequence of the available higher regularity of minima (not
available for functionals as in (1.5) under conditions (1.6)). Next theorem features
a more general result, under less general assumptions already in the case (1.3) is
considered. Indeed, it only assumes (1.6).

Theorem 1.4 (Absence of Lavrentiev phenomenon). Let u € W1P(Q) be a local
minimiser of the functional F defined in (1.5), under assumptions (1.6) and with
a() € C%%(Q). Assume that either (1.3) or

(1.19) weC®Q)  and q<p+ ﬁ . ye(0,1)
holds. Then, for every ball B € Q, there exists a sequence {ux} of W (B)-regular
functions such that ui, — u strongly in W1P(B) and such that

(1.20) lilgn F(ug, B) = F(u,B) .

We finally conclude giving an outline of the proofs, starting with the one of The-
orem 1.1. As already mentioned, a main new fact, allowing to catch the borderline
case (1.15), is that we are avoiding the use of fractional estimates and actually of
any differentiation of the Euler-Lagrange equation of the functional (1.5) (fractional
or standard). These are very common and heavy tools in the setting of functionals
with non-standard growth conditions (see for instance [11, 9, 12, 16, 17, 25, 26]),
that in fact do not allow to reach optimal assumptions in several situations. We
instead employ a suitable blow-up argument relying on a quantitative version of
a certain nonlinear harmonic type approximation lemma (Lemma 5.1 below) that,
in the original linear version, goes back to the classical work of De Giorgi [21];
see [24] for an overview. This allows a more efficient separation of phases, fol-
lowing the terminology introduced in [16, 17]. Specifically, on smaller and smaller
scales/balls Bg, we shall distinguish between the p-phase, where an inequality of
the type a(z) S [a]o,o R* holds, and the (p, ¢)-phase, that is when [a]p  R* < a(z)
instead occurs; see Section 6. In the p-phase we blow-up the original minimizer u
from Theorem 1.1 in Bpg, and see that, in a sense, it behaves as a minimizer of a
functional with standard p-growth. From this we infer certain regularity estimates
for w in Bg. This is done in Section 7. In the (p, ¢)-phase, instead, we use a direct
freezing argument and see that u behaves in Br as a minimizer of an anisotropic
functional whose growth is controlled by w fBR[|Dw|” + ao|Dw|?] dzx, for some
constant ag > 0. From this we again infer some regularity estimates in Bpg; see
Section 8. It is important to see that, in order to accelerate the blow-up, and espe-
cially to catch the borderline case (1.15), we have to use a few preliminary higher
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integrability and Holder continuity results (see Theorems 3.2-3.1 below). Some non-
linear Calderén-Zygmund estimates in a non-standard setting are also employesd
(see Theorem 5.1 below). We then combine the treatment of the two phases via an
exit-time argument described in Section 9. This leads to Theorem 1.2. We finally
look at the gradient regularity. To achieve a good control of the constants we use
a different separation of phases. We indeed consider a p-phase this time defined
by a(z) < [alo,o R*° and a (p, ¢)-phase which is still of the type [a]o,o R* < a(z).
A suitable choice of the number s € [0, «) and of the constants involved will even-
tually determine the Holder continuity exponent 3y of Du appearing in Theorem
1.1. The proof of Theorem 1.3 takes conceptually more effort and requires a double
application of the blow-up lemma. The first time, this will be done in order to
by-pass the fact that the assumed Holder continuity in (1.3) is not quantitatively
preserved under blow-up. This does not provide us with the higher integrability
result (Theorem 3.1 below) allowing to apply Lemma 5.1 as for Theorem 1.1. For
this we proceed in two steps. First we apply a more traditional, non-quantitative
version of the harmonic approximation to get higher Holder continuity of u. Once
this is done, we recover the missing Holder continuity in the blow-up procedure. We
can then proceed as for Theorem 1.2, with the quantitative version of the harmonic
approximation.

2. NOTATION AND PRELIMINARIES

In this paper, following a usual custom, we denote by c a general constant larger
than one. Different occurences from line to line will be still denoted by ¢, while
special occurrences will be denoted by c1, co, ¢ or the like. Relevant dependencies
on parameters will be emphasised using parentheses, i.e., ¢; = ¢1(n,p, v, L) means
that ¢; depends on n, p,v, L. We denote by B,.(x¢) := {x € R" : |x — x| < r} the
open ball with center x¢ and radius r > 0; when not important, or clear from the
context, we shall omit denoting the center as follows: B, = B,.(zg). Very often,
when not otherwise stated, different balls in the same context will share the same
center. We shall also denote By = B1(0) if not differently specified. Finally, with
B being a given ball with radius r and  being a positive number, we denote by
vB the concentric ball with radius yr. With B C R™ being a measurable subset
with finite and positive measure |B| > 0, and with g: B — R* k > 1, being a
measurable map, we shall denote by

@)= f o@) o= 1z [ gla)d

its integral average. With f: Q@ — R and B C 2, with v € (0,1) being a given
number, we shall denote

[f]Oﬁ;B = sup M

z,yeEB,x#y |$ - y|’Y

) [floy = [flova-

Remark 2.1. We note that, since all the results from Theorems 1.1-1.4 are local
in nature, when considering assumptions (1.3) and (1.17), we can also assume that
u € LY (Q) and u € C&J(Q) This can be done up to passing to open subsets
Qo € Q and restating all the results with an additional dependence of the constants
on dist (g, 9Q). In the same way, with u being the minimizer of Theorems 1.1-
1.3, we can assume that H(-, Du) € Li (Q). We prefer to start with the global
formulations for the ease of exposition.

In order to shorten the notation, we shall express the dependence of the constants
on the various basic parameters using the symbol data. This is defined as a set of
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objects that will vary according to the assumptions considered as follows
n,p,q,V, L, a, w(')’ [a]O,aa HH(v Du) ||L1(Q) when (12) holds

(2.1) data= n,p,q,v, L,a,w(-), [a]o,a, |[ul L= () when (1.3) holds

n,p,q,v,L,a,v,w(),[alo,a, [t]o when (1.17) holds .
We also need a local version of data. For this, with ¢ € 2 being a fixed open sub-
set, we denote by data({2y) the above set of parameters in addition to dist (£, 9Q):
(2.2) data(Qy) = data, dist (g, 09) .

Remark 2.2. We shall sometimes consider functionals of the type in (1.5) under
the only assumptions (1.6). In this case data and data(£)) omit the specifications
of w(-), since (1.8) are not considered.

In the following we shall often deal with the vector field
(2.3) Vi(z) = 12[""2722, te{pa},

so that V,(2) := |2|®=2/2z and V,(2) := |2|(4=2)/22. This vector field is of common
use to formulate the monotonicity properties of operators of p-Laplacean type and
related integral functionals (see for instance [33, 34]). In this respect we record the
following property

(2.4) [Vi(z1) = Vilz2)[? < c{|za|' 221 — |20] 220, 21 — 22),
We shall also use the following equivalence:
(2.5) Vi(z1) = Vi(za)| = (1] + |22]) 72221 — 2]

that holds with involved constants depending only on n, ¢ (see for instance [33, 34]).

Finally, we summarize some basic terminology about so called generalized Orlicz-
Sobolev spaces. Roughly speaking, these are Sobolev spaces defined by the fact
that the distributional derivatives lie in a suitable Orlicz space (actually, a Orlicz-
Musielak space according to the terminology in use [22]) rather than a Lebesgue
spaces, as usual. Classical Sobolev spaces are then a particular case. Such spaces,
and related variational problems, are for instance discussed in [19, 22, 32], to which
we refer for more details. Here we shall simply consider spaces related to the Young
type function defined in (1.4). We then define

(2.6) WhH(Q) = {ue Wh(Q): H(-,Du) e L'(Q)} ,

with the local variant being defined in the obvious way and Wy (Q) = WHH(Q)n
WyP(€). The one in (2.6) is in a sense the natural energy space associated to
variational problems under growth conditions (1.6); see for instance [31]. Finally,
with ag > 0 being a non-negative number, we shall use the frozen Young function

(27) Ho(2) 1= 2P + agl#l7 = Ko(J2]) .
with the notation fixed accordingly to the one used in (1.4). Then W10 (Q), and
its related variants, can be defined exactly as in (2.6) with the choice a(x) = ao.
Note that [0,00) 3 s — Ky(s) € [0,00) is a strictly convex, monotone smooth
bijection of [0, 00). Denoting by Ky its Young’s (or convex) conjugate, i.e., [A(B(s) =
sup,o[sT — Ko(7)], then the following standard property

(25) R (K“) < Kols)

S

holds for every s > 0 (see [8] for more details). We shall later use the following
Young type inequality, valid for every ¢ € (0,1) and s,t > 0:
Ko(s)
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We briefly report the proof. For 0 < x <1 and for all s > 0, since ¢ > p, we have

IA(B(KS) = sup (ksT — Ko(7))
7>0
T _a_ _1

< sup (H‘Fl Sk 1T — ki1 Ko(k™ a1 7-))
>0

= sup (/{q%ls% — /w%lKo(%))
F=k—1/(@a=1)r>0

= KT TKo(s) .

Thus, with € € (0,1), we have the standard Young’s inequality for conjugate func-
tions yields st < Ko(e'~9/95) + Ky((9=1/9¢) and (2.9) follows using the property
in the above display and again that ¢ > p while € € (0,1).

3. FIRST REGULARITY RESULTS

We review a few basic regularity results available for minimizers of functionals
with double phase. The main references here are [5, 16, 17, 48] and the results are
essentially proved there. We shall treat minimizers of functionals as in (1.5) under
the only growth assumptions in (1.6). Here as in the rest of the paper, we shall
denote by 2y an open subset such that g € Q2. We start by a Caccioppoli type
inequality from [16].

Proposition 3.1. Let u € W1P(Q) be a local minimiser of the functional F defined
in (1.5), under the assumptions (1.6), with a(-) € LS. () and w € L (). Then

loc
there exists a constant depending only on n,p,q,v, L such that

(3.1) H(z, Du) dz < C/BS K (x ) da

By
holds whenever B,y @ By € Q are concentric balls and ug € R, where K(-) has been
introduced in (1.4). In the same way, the following related inequality on level sets

(u — k)i ) de
s—1
holds for every k € R, t < s, where ¢ = ¢(n,p,q,v, L) and
(3.3) (v — k)4 = max{u — k,0} and (u—k)— := max{k —u,0} .

U — Uug

(3.2) [ Hw D)o < C/BS K (x

Notice that the condition u € L{ () is always satisfied when one of the as-
sumptions (1.2), (1.3) and (1.17) is in force.
Next, a higher integrability result.

Theorem 3.1. Let u € WHP(Q) be a local minimiser of the functional F defined in
(1.5), under the assumptions (1.6). Moreover, assume that one of the conditions in
(1.2), (1.3) and (1.17) is satisfied. Then there exists a higher integrability exponent
6 = 6(data) € (0,1) such that H(-, Du) € LLT°(Q). Furthermore, the reverse type
Hoélder inequality

1/(1+46)
(3.4) <]€B [H(z, Du)]**? dx) <c ]i H(x, Du) dx
R/2 R

holds for a constant ¢ = ¢(data), whenever B € Q is a ball with R < 1.

Proof. This has already been obtained in [16, 17, 48] as far as (1.2)-(1.3) are used.
Here we cover the missing case of (1.17), essentially recalling the arguments for [17,
Theorem 1.2], to which we refer for more details. Consider a ball B € 2 with
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R <1 and consider the quantity ai(Br) := ming_ a(z). If ai(Br) > 4[a]o R then,
exactly as in [17, Theorem 1.2], we find that the reverse type inequality

(3.5) H(z,Du)dzx < ¢ (][BR [H(x,Du)]dd:v> v ,

Br/2

holds for d := max{n/(n+ p),1/p} € (0,1), where the constant ¢ depends only
on n,p,q,v,L. We now consider the remaining case a;(Bgr) < 4[a]oR*, where we
estimate as follows:

a(z)

u— (U)BR -

7 < 8[a]o,a RP~ 7 *[osc u]?P

Br
(1.17) (1.17)
cu]o gy RP-ITOT@7P) T <7 ¢(data) .

p

The last inequality allows to conclude
U — (U)BR U — (u)BR da

q
a(x dmfc][
]{BR @) |“—5 M

and combining this with (3.1) (with s = R, t = R/2, up = (u)p,), We get, by
Sobolev-Poincaré inequality

p

u— (U)BR dr

Br/2 R

1/d 1/d
<c <][ | Du|P? dx) <c <][ [H (z, Du)]P? d:c) ,
BR BR

where ¢ = ¢(data) and d is the same appearing in (3.5). We conclude that H (-, Du)
satisfies a reverse type Holder inequality, that is (3.5) holds for every ball B € 2
such that R < 1. At this point (3.4) follows using a variant of Gehring’s lemma on
reverse Holder inequalities [29, Theorem 6.6]. O

H(x,Du)dec][

Br

Finally, we collect some Holder continuity assertions from [5, 16, 48]. Special
emphasis is put on the precise dependence of the various constants.

Theorem 3.2. Let u € WHP(Q) be a local minimiser of the functional F defined in
(1.5), under the assumptions (1.2) and (1.6). Then w is locally Hélder continuous.
Moreover, for every open subset )y € €1, there exists a Holder continuity exponent

(3.6) Y =7 (n,p,¢,v, L, [a]o.a, [[ull L= (0,)) € (0,1)
such that

(3.7) [l oe (o) + [U)o,:00 < c(data(S)) ,
and the oscillation estimate

(3.8) %sgc u<c (g)’y%sf u

holds for c = ¢ (n,p, q,v, L, o, [a]o,a; ||UHLOO(QO)) and all concentric balls B, € B, €
Qo € Q with r < 1. Finally, the dependence of the exponent in (3.6) can be
reformulated as

(39) Y=Y (nap,qa v, La Q, Mo,m ||H(7Du)||L1(Q)7dISt (Q(Ja 89)) € (0, 1) :

The same conclusions hold when (1.3) is assumed instead of (1.2); in this case
the L™ -estimate in (3.7) becomes immaterial as u is assumed to be globally bounded.
Moreover, the exponent v depends only on data and it is independent of the open
subset Qg € Q considered.
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Proof. The results in [16, Section 10] give that if |u|| () is finite and ¢ < p + a,
then u € C’IOO’Z and (3.7)-(3.8) hold. In this case vy depends only on the parameters
n,p,q,v, L, a, [a]o,a, ||t =) and no dependence on dist (€29, Q) occurs. More-
over, estimate (3.8) follows from [48, Theorem 3.8] or directly from the Harnack
inequality proved in [5]. In this respect, see how to derive estimates of the type
in (3.8) from Harnack inequalities in [29, Section 7.9]. This fully covers the case
when (1.3) comes into the play. We then consider (1.2), when p < n. By the results
in [5, 16] and in particular by [48, Theorem 3.6], minimizers are locally bounded.
Therefore, since ¢ < p + « is implied by the bound in ¢/p < 1+ «/n when p < n,
then we can reduce to the case when u is bounded and this gives (3.7)-(3.8) again;
moreover, the dependence displayed in (3.6) follows in any case. To recast the al-
ternative dependence in (3.9), we recall that the local bounds proved in [16, 48],
together with standard covering arguments, imply an estimate of the type

1/p
il < ( [ 0w+ dx) ,

where ¢ depends on n, p,q,v, L, o, [ao,«, | H(-, Du)| 11 (o) and dist (€9, 9€2). Com-
bining this fact with the dependence in (3.6) yields the required dependence in
(3.9). Finally, when p > n, we can use the Harnack inequality proved in [5], and
this yields again (3.8) for a constant ¢ and an exponent 7, being independent of
dist (£29,09), but just depending on n,p,q,v, L, a, [alo,«, | H (-, Du)|| 11 (o). Notice
that in the Harnack statements from [5] we have that the constants also depend on
the diameter of 2. This dependence does not occur when one restricts the Harnack
inequalities on balls B with R < 1, which is the thing needed here in order to get
(3.8). O

4. INITIAL SETTING FOR THEOREMS 1.1-1.2

In this section we begin the proofs of Theorems 1.1-1.2 and fix the initial setting
aimed at treating the cases (1.2)-(1.3) in a unified way. We first observe that
p+a < p(l+a/n)iff p> n, so that (1.2) provides a weaker assumption than
(1.17) when p > n. On the other hand, in this last case minimizers are automatically
bounded. When p = n we have that the relations between p and ¢ in (1.2)-(1.3)
do coincide and therefore (1.2) becomes again an assumption weaker than (1.3),
since it does not require that minimizers are a priori bounded. In this respect,
notice that assuming p = n > ¢ — « gives that minimizers are bounded by Theorem
3.2. On the contrary, in the case p < n, assumptions (1.2) imply (1.3) and we can
always reduce to consider (1.3). Indeed when ¢/p < 1+ «/n, minimizers are always
locally bounded again by Theorem 3.2, and ¢/p < 1+ «/n implies that ¢ < p + a.
Summarizing, we shall always make a distinction in the forthcoming proofs: we
shall consider the case (1.3) holds when p < n holds, and the case when (1.2) holds
but only for p > n (and vice-versa). Notice that this is perfectly consistent with
the notation in (2.1)-(2.2). In fact, when p < n and (1.3) covers also the case (1.2),
it happens that by Theorem 3.2 we can locally bound ||u| e by |[H (-, Du)| r1, so
that the final dependence is on this last quantity, exactly as prescribed in (2.1)
when (1.2) is considered. See the proof of Theorem 3.2 for more.

5. QUANTITATIVE APPROXIMATION

Harmonic type approximation lemmas give a way to perform blow-up procedures
without passing to the limit. They are in use since the seminal work of De Giorgi
[21], and we refer to [24] for an overview of the subject. For recent non-standard
versions related to the setting of this paper we refer to [23], from which we will also
borrow the direct approach used here (vs the indirect one presented in [21, 24]).
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In this section we give a version where the control of the constants can be made
explicit and becomes of polynomial type. This is the effect of assuming initial higher
integrability (see (5.9) below). In the following we shall deal with a general vector
field Ap: R™ — R™, which is assumed to be Cl _(R" \ {0})-regular and satisfying
the following growth and ellipticity assumptions:

|Ao(2)[2] + [0Ao(2)]|2> < LHy(z)
(5.1) Hy(z)
P

whenever z € R™ \ {0}, £ € R™, where 0 < v < 1 < L are fixed constants. The
function Hy(+) is the one defined in (2.7) for some ag > 0. No condition is considered
here on the two exponents 1 < p < ¢, which can be arbitrarily far from each other.
We shall in the following use the strict monotonicity property:

(52)  [Vp(z1) = Vo(z2)[* + aol Vg (1) — Vy(z2)|* < e{Ao(z1) — Ao(22), 21 — 22)

€] < (040(2)€,€)

that holds for a constant ¢ = ¢(n,p,q,v) > 1, and for every z1, 2o € R™; the maps
Vp(-) and V(-) are defined in (2.3). This is easily seen to be a consequence of (5.1),
and (2.5) (see [16, 33]). Related to the vector field Ag(-), we consider the following
Dirichlet boundary value problem, which is naturally defined in the Sobolev space
WhHo(B):
—divAg(Dh) =0 in B
(5.3) { H
hev+ Wy °(B)

where B C R"™ is a given ball and v € WHo(B) is a given boundary datum.
Solutions are meant in the usual distributional sense. Such a problem has already

been considered in [18, Section 5], to which we refer for existence. We then report
the following Calderén-Zygmund type result:

Theorem 5.1 ([18], Theorem 5.1). Let h € WYL (B) be a distributional solution
to (5.3) such that Ho(Dv), Hy(Dh) € L*(B), under the assumptions (5.1). Then

Hy(Dv) € LY(B) = Hy(Dh) € L'(B) for every t > 1.

Moreover, for every t > 1, there exists a constant ¢ = ¢(n,p, q,v, L,t), which is in
particular independent of ag, such that the following inequality holds:

(5.4) ]i [Ho(Dh)]! dz < ¢ ]{3 [Ho(Dv)]! dx

Before stating the main result of this section we still need another fact, namely,
a by now classical truncation lemma due to Acerbi & Fusco [1]. The statement
involves the Hardy-Littlewood maximal operator, defined as follows

(5.5) M(f)() = sup ][ f@)ldy, zeR",
B, (z)CR™ J B,

whenever f € L _(R"™). We then have

loc

Theorem 5.2 ([1]). Let B C R" be a ball and w € W) (B). Then for every X > 0
there exists wy € W, °°(B) such that

(56) ||Dw)\HLoo(B) S C)\
for some constant ¢ depending only on n. Moreover, it holds that

(5.7) {wx #w} € BN{M(|Vw|) > A} U negligible set .
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Note that, in view of the definition used in (5.5), in the above theorem we can
assume w to be defined on the whole R™ by setting w = 0 outside B.

We are now ready to state the main result of this section. We remark in advance
that a crucial point is that all the constants must be independent of the number ag
appearing in (2.7).

Lemma 5.1 (Harmonic type approximation). Let B = B, C R"™ be a ball, let
o € (0,1) and let v € WYP(2B) be a function satisfying the following estimates:

(58) H()(DU) dx S 51
2B
and
(5.9) ][ [Ho(Dv)] " dz < &,
B

where ¢1,¢9 > 1 and dg > 0 are fized constants. Moreover, assume that

(5.10) ’][ (Ao(Dv), Do) dx| < 0| Del|p(p) holds for all p € C3°(B) .
B

Then there exists a function h € v + VVOLH‘J (B) such that the following conditions
are satisfied:

(5.11) ][ (Ag(Dh), D) dz =0 holds for all ¢ € C§°(B),
B
(512) ][ [HO(Dh):I 1+ dx < C(napaQ7VaL760) 627
B
513) (VDo) = VoD + aolVy (D) = Vy(DW)P) o < o™
B
and
_ p _ q
(5.14) ][ ( voh + ap voh ) dr < co®° .
B T

In (5.13) and (5.14) the dependence of constants involved is as follows: sy =
Sl(p,q,50) > 07 S0 = 50(n5p7 q, 60) >0 and c= C(’I’L,p,q,V,L,éo,él,éQ) Z 1.

Proof. By a standard approximation argument we notice that, if (5.10) holds for
every ¢ € C§°(B), then it holds also for every ¢ € Wy ™°(B). We then divide the
proof in three steps.

Step 1: Truncation. We define h € W1P(B) as in (5.3). The standard energy
estimate in this case (see [16, Theorem 3.1]) and (5.8) give

(5.15) ][ Hy(Dh)dzx < c][ Hy(Dh)dx < ¢(n,p,q,v,L) ¢
B B
for ¢ = ¢(n,p,q,v, L). Similarly, but using first (5.4) and then (5.9), we get

(5.16) ][ [Ho(Dh)])' o0 da < c][ [Ho(Dv)]' % da < ¢(n, p,q,v, L,8) & ,
B B
and this proves (5.12). We now set w := v —h € Wy (B) and we let A > 1 to be
chosen later; we consider wy € Wy **°(B) given by Theorem 5.2, which satisfies (5.6)
and (5.7). Using such properties, Chebyshev’s inequality and finally the maximal
theorem, we deduce that
H{w#wa}| _ [BOAM(|Dw]) > A
Bl - Bl
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- W ]{B [Ko(|M(Dw)[)]"* da
c(n,p, ,5 .
- W ][B [Ho(Dw)] ™ da
c 1460 .
< e | f, 0] e f o]
(5.17) - m

with ¢ = ¢(n, p,q,v, L, d0) and in the last line we have used (5.12) and (5.16). Now
we test the weak formulation of (5.3); with wy to get

T o= ]{3<A0(DU)—AO(Dh)»Dw/\>X{w:wx}dx
_ ][ (Ao(Dv), Dwy) da
B

(5.18) - ]{3 (Ao(Dv) — Ag(Dh), Dwy) X fuwpwsy dx =1 To + T5 .
Next, we estimate each term in the previous equality. By (5.2) we have

72+ (WD) = DD + aolVi(D0) = VoDDP) X do
for ¢ = ¢(n,p,q,v). Using (5.10) and then (5.6) we have

|7—2| < O’”D’LU)\HLoc(B) < coA.

Finally, for T3, we fix £ € (0,1) to be chosen and estimate

T3 < ]{3 (140(Dh)| + | Ao (D)]) [Dwx|X fwtwyy d

(5.1) Ho(Dv)  Ho(Dh)

@.7) Ko(|Dv|) | Ko(|Dh)
= L||D o wtwst
[Dwallz (B)]{B[ Dol T DR | XwAwn 4

B AR eI

+CK0 (I1Dwxll Lo (B)) [{w # wy}]
g1~1 |B|

5][3 [Ho(Dv) + Ho(Dh)] dz + CI;O_(IA) {w FZTUAH

(2.8),(5.6)
<

(5.17)

<7 e ][ [Ho(Dv) + Ho(Dh)] dz + ¢
B

[Ko(A)]oea=t
By further using (5.8), (5.15) and that Ky(A\) > AP, we conclude with

< _—
Ts<cet A\PSogq—1

Here it is ¢ = ¢(n, p, q, v, L, €1, C2,00). Merging the estimates for 77,72 and T3 with
(5.18), we deduce that

][B (IVy(Do) = Vo (D)2 + ao|Vy(Dv) = Va(DI)) Xy da

(5.19) <c [J)\ +e+ =:¢S(o, )\ €)

A\Pogq—1
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for a constant ¢ depending on n,p,q,v,L,¢1,¢2,50 and € € (0,1) has still to be
chosen. Let us use the short notation

(5.20) V2 = [V, (Do) = Vy(DR)? + ao|Vy(Dv) — Vy(Dh)?
and fix 6 € (0,1), again to be chosen. Hélder’s inequality and (5.19) give

1/6
5.21 VY ot <cS(o,\e).
5 { A}

Again using Holder inequality, we estimate as

1/6
(]{3 V29X{w7éw>\} dl‘) <c (Hw r;r))\H) ][ V2 dx

(5.17) _ (1=8)(1+3q)
< elro = o (to(Do) + Ho(D)] do
B

(5.8),(5.15) _p0-0)
< c [Ko()\)] < cA J

for a constant ¢ = ¢(n, p, q,v, L, é1, é2,0¢); notice we have used that A > 1 and that
Ko(A) > AP. The inequalities in the last two displays give, after some manipulation

1/6 .
<][ V29dac) ScS(U,)\,e)+c/\_p(99) ,
B

and again ¢ = ¢(n,p, q,v, L, ¢1, C2, ). Recalling the definition of S(o, A, ¢) in (5.19),
and choosing A = 071/2 and e = ¢P%/[4@=DI the previous inequality implies that

1/6
(5.22) (][ ([Vp(Dv) = Vi (D) [? + ag| Vy(Dv) — V(D) 2)° dx) <co™
B
for ¢ := ¢(n,p, q, ¢1,¢2,00,0), where
_ _ . [1pdo pdb  p(l—10)
(5.23) m=m(f) := mm{27474(q1)7 59 .
Recall that 6 € (0,1) is yet to be chosen.
Step 2: Proof of (5.13). We show how to deduce (5.13) from (5.22) by properly

choosing 6 € (0,1). Holder’s inequality with conjugate exponents 2(1+dy)/(1+2d¢)
and 2(1 + o) yields

14280 L
(5.24) ][ |V’ de < (][ ’V|211++2§0) dx) 2(1+30) <][ |V|2(1+50)d$> 1+50) '
B

We now chose 6 as

1+ do
1424

(5.25) 0 = 0(60) = €(0,1).

This allows to estimate

14238
2(143¢) 2(1150) )2
|V| 1+2%0 dg < co"™=.

On the other hand, recalhng (5.20), we simply note that

1460
][ |v|2“+5°>d:,;:][ (1V5(DR) = Vo (DV)* + a0 | V(D) = Vy(Do)|*) " da
B B

1+60 1+60
<c ]{3 [Ho(Dv)] "™ dz +c ]{9 [Ho(Dh)] ™™ dx

> C(n7p7qa v, La 50752) ;
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where we have used (5.12) and (5.16) in the last line. Combining the content of the
last display with (5.24) and recalling (5.23) yields (5.13) with

L m(9(60)) o 1 . 1 p50 p(SQ p60
S 5 =My o, —/, ) )

2 2 2 4 "4(g—1) 2(1 1 )

that in fact exhibits the announced dependence on p, ¢ and .

Step 8: Proof of (5.14). We again use (5.22) and show how this implies (5.14)
for a suitable choice of 6 € (0,1). If ¢ > 2, by (2.5) we see that taking § = 6, =

max{n/(n+q),1/q}

—hl? 1/6
ao][ Y dr < cag <][ |Dv — Dh|° dx)
B B

1/6
(5.26) c (]{3 (ao|V,(Dv) — V,(Dh)|?)° dx) < co™0a)

for a constant ¢ depending only on n,p and 8. When ¢ < 2, we instead argue as

A

IN

follows:
—hl? 1/0
ao][ oh dz < ap (][ |Du—Dh|q9dm>
B r B
(2.5) ~ 0 1/6
< can (. (1Wa00) ~ viOWP(Dl + DY) )
B
)\
<c <][ (ao|Vy(Du) — V4 (Dh)|?) dx>
B
.\ E0/e0
(5.27) (f (ao(|Du| + | Dh])?) dm) < om0/
B

where in the last line we have used also (5.8) and (5.12). Summarizing, we have

][ v—nh
Qg
B

In a completely similar way we can estimate

][ v—"h|?
B

dz < ¢ o™ (0p) min{1,p/2)
r — )
for 0, := max{n/(n + p),1/p}, and the proof of (5.14) follows for a suitable expo-
nent so = m(6f,) min{l, p/2}, with the dependence described in the statement. O

q
dr < Co_m(eq)min{l,q/2} )

Beside the above quantitative harmonic approximation, we report the following
more standard version, which is close to the ones described in [23, 24].

Lemma 5.2. Let B = B, C R" be a ball, land let v € WYP(B) be a function
satisfying

][ Ho (D’U) dx S 51
B
for some é& > 1. Fiz £ € (0,1]. There exists o = o(n,p,q,v, L, &), but otherwise

independent of ag, such that if (5.10) is satisfied, then there exists h € 11—|—W01’H0 (B)
such that (5.11) holds together with the estimates

(5.28) ][ Ho(Dh)dz < c¢(n,p,q,v,L) ¢
B
and
P _ e
(5.29) ][(” L I el )dxgé.
B T T
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Proof. This is an approximation lemma of the type already developed in [23, 24]
and the proof can be obtained as in these papers, with some modifications from
the proof of Lemma 5.1. This leads to establish that, actually, for every choice of
€,0 € (0,1), there exists o = o(n,p, q,v, L, &,0) such that if (5.10) holds, then there
exists h € v+ Wy (B) as in the statement of Lemma 5.2, and such that

630) £ (VD) = V(DB + aolVi(De) = V(D)) do <o

Once this is available, then (5.29) can be deduced from (5.30) as done using (5.22)
in Step 3 from the proof of Lemma 5.1. O

6. TWO PHASES

From now, in the rest of the proof of Theorems 1.1 and 1.2, we consider a fixed
open subset Qg € ; accordingly, we consider data({)y) as defined in (2.2). By the
basic results of Theorem 3.1 and 3.2, we know H(-, Du) € L:59(Q) and u € C7(Q)
hold for higher integrability and Holder continuity exponents 6 > 0 and v € (0, 1),
depending on data and data(£2), respectively (see in fact (3.6)-(3.9)). Notice that
in the case we are assuming (1.3), then 7 only depends on data as defined in (2.1).

Moreover, the following estimate holds:
(6.1) [uoi00 + 1H(, Du)|p1+5(qq) < c(data(€))

as a consequence of (3.4), (3.7) and of standard covering arguments. To proceed,
in the following we shall consider a number s such that

(6.2)
_ S(a —
o — la=p)n + nolg = p) if (1.2) is considered and p > n
0<s<sy = D p(1+9)
p+a—q+v(qg—p) if (1.3) is considered .

Needless to say, (1.2)-(1.3) imply that s,, > 0, and in the limiting equality cases
too; moreover, it is s < s, < .
Next, given a ball B = Br € 2, R <1, and a number M > 1, and with

(6.3) rp € B, a(B):=a(xp)= H%Il a(x) ,

we define the p-phase in Bg as the occurrence of the following inequality:

(6.4) ai(Br) < Mlalo,o R*7° .

The (p, ¢)-phase is instead defined by the complementary condition, i.e.,

(6.5) ai(Br) > Mlalo,o R7° .

Remark 6.1. We record an immediate consequence of (6.4), that is

(6.6) ai(Br) < Mlalo,o R*° = |la||p~(By) < 3M[a]o,o R** .

Indeed, observe that

lallL=(Br) < ai(Br) +[a)o,a(2R)* < MlaJo,oR*™" + [a]o,o(2R)* < 3M[a)o,o R

Remark 6.2. We observe that if the condition (6.5) holds in Bg = Br(zy), then
it also holds on all smaller concentric balls B,(x¢), that is

(6.7)  ai(Bgr(zo)) > M[a]o,a R*™° = ai(B,(x0)) > Mlao,a0*° Vo<R.
Indeed we have a;(By(x0)) > ai(Br(xo)) > Malo,o R*~° > Mla]o, 0% °.
Remark 6.3. We notice the property

(6.8) ai(Br) > Mlalo,o R*™° = ||a|| =By < [2/M + 1]ai(Br)

Indeed, a(z) < a(z) — ai(Br) + ai(Bgr) < 2[alo,o R* + ai(Br) < [2/M + 1]ai(Bg).
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We gather the following consequence of Proposition 3.1:

Lemma 6.1. Let u € WP(Q) be a local minimiser of the functional F defined in
(1.5), under the assumptions (1.6). Moreover, assume that either (1.2) or (1.3) is
satisfied. Consider a ball Bg € Qy € 2, with R <1, such that (6.4) holds for some
s as in (6.2) and some M > 1. Then

(6.9) . H(xz,Du)dx < c (L)q ]is

holds for a constant ¢ = c(data(Q), M), whenever By € B; € By are concentric
balls and for every ug € R such that inf u < wug < supu. Similarly, the inequality

(6.10) H(m,D(u—k)i)dx<c(8}_2t)q/Bs (u—k)x

B, s—t

p

dx

U — Ug

R

p

dx

holds for every k € R such that infu < k < supu, where ¢ = ¢(n,p,q,v, L, M).
Here (u— k)4 and (u— k)_ are defined as in (3.3).

Proof. We give the proof of (6.10), the one of (6.9) being completely similar. An
easy manipulation of (3.2), which holds in every case/phase, gives
By

(6.11) <c (s}jt)q/& <1+a(x) q—p>

To proceed, we distinguish between the two cases, (1.2) and (1.3). For (1.3), recall-
ing that inf u < k < supw and using Remark 6.1, we can estimate

(6.12) a(x) %

where ¢ = c¢(data({), M) and we have used the relation in (6.2). Combining the
inequalities in the last two displays yields (6.10). The we consider (1.2). By the
discussion in Section 4 we restrict to the case p > n. Indeed, by Sobolev-Morrey
theorem, using again Remark 6.1, we have that

(u—Fk)x
R

H(z,D(u—k)y)dzx

p

(u—F)x dx .

R

(u—Fk)x
R

q—p (6.1)

< cM[a]O’a[u]g:nyRRerafﬁv(qu)*s < e,

a(x) )

< 3Mlao,o RP~7* % [osc u]?P

T

< CRP_(H_Q_SHDu”%;(le)(BR)R[l_ﬁ}(q_p)
q/p—1 o a=p)n | nia—p) __ (6.1)
< C||H("Du)||L1+5(BR)R P p(1+98) < ¢ ,

for ¢ = ¢(data(), M). Combining this last inequality with (6.11) yields (6.10)
once again and the proof is complete. O

Remark 6.4. Estimates (6.9) and (6.10) continue to hold if, instead of assuming
(1.2) or (1.3), we consider (1.17). In this case, instead of (6.2), we always take
Sm =Dp+a—q+vy(¢—p). The validity of (6.10) (and similarly of (6.9)) then follows
by first writing (6.11) and then observing than (6.12) still holds under assumptions
(1.17).

7. p-PHASE

In the setting specified in the previous section, we shall here exploit the estimates
implied by condition (6.4), where Bg € Qy € Q with R < 1, and s is a number
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satisfying (6.2). We define, whenever u € W1(Q) is a local minimizer of (1.5) and
w e Wl’l(BR)

(7.1) Gp(w) ::/B F(z,(u)py, Dw)dzx ,

and & € u + Wy (B) as the solution to the variational Dirichlet problem:
{ 0 — min Gp(w)

(7.2) 1
wE u+ WO7P(BR) .

We then have the following preliminary lemma, that essentially serves to get rid of
the u-dependence in the original functional F in (1.5).

Lemma 7.1. Let u € WP(Q) be a local minimiser of the functional F defined in
(1.5), under assumptions (1.6), (1.8) and (1.12). Assume that either (1.2) or (1.3)
is satisfied. Let B € Qg € 2 be a ball with R < 1. Then there exists a positive
constant ¢ = ¢ (data(y)) such that then the following estimate holds:

£ W00 = VDO + ) Ve (D) ~ V(D)) d

(7.3) < cw(R7) H(z,Du)dx ,

Br
where v = vy(data(Q)) € (0,1) is the Hélder continuity exponent fized in (6.1).
Moreover, the following inequalities hold:

. . L
(7.4)  |9llze(Br) < lullze(Bg) > H(x,Dv)dx < — H(z,Du) dx
BR v BR
and
(7.5) osc U < 0SC U .
Br Br

Finally, for every e € (0,1), the estimate

(7.6) ]{9 )

holds for ¢ depending on data(Q) and c. depending only on €,p and q.

P
dz < ¢ [ccw(RY) + €] H(z,Du) dx
Br

uU—v

Proof. The Euler-Lagrange equation of the functional Fp, that is

(7.7) . <8F(:E, (u)pg, DD), Dgo> dr =0,

is now satisfied for any choice ¢ € W' (Bg) such that H(x, D) € L'(Bg) (see
also [18, Remark 6.1]). On the other hand, we notice that by minimality and growth
conditions we also have that H(z, Dv) € L'(Bg):

(1.6) 1
H(x,Dv)dx < F(z,(u)p,, Dv)dx
Br v Br
1 L
(7.8) < F(z,(u)p,, Du)de < — H(z,Du)dx .
v Br v Br

This proves the second inequality in (7.4). Therefore we conclude with

(7.9) ]{3 (0F (z, (u) By, DV), Du— Doydr = 0.



20 BARONI, COLOMBO, AND MINGIONE

Moreover, let us recall two basic consequences of (1.8)3. Using the content of [33,
(4.13)], and arguing in a totally similar way to get that lemma, we this time have
that

Vo (22) = Vo(20)[* + a(@)|Vy(22) — Vo(21)[?
(7.10) +C<BF(:C, (W)Bg,21), 22 — 21> < c[F(z, (u) By, 22) — F(z, (u)Bg, #1)]

holds for every choice of z1, 2o € R™ and x € €2, for a constant ¢ depending only on
n,p,q,v. By using (7.7), (7.10) and the minimality of u and 0, we then find

£ (%00 = V(DO + a()Vi(Dw) - Vy( D)) da

A (V(Dw) = V(DD + alw) Vy(Dw) = Vy(DD)?) da

Br
+c][ u)pr, D?), Du — D7) dz
BR
(7. 10)
c BR7DU) F((E,(U)BR7D’I~))] dx
BR

= c][B [F(z, (u)By, Du) — F(z,u, Du)] dz

—|—c]{3 [F(x,u, Du) — F(z,v,D?)] dx

R

+c]{3R [F(z,0,D0) — F(x,(0) gy, Dv)] dz

4
(7.11) —|—c][ [F(z, (8) 5, DF) — F(2, ()5, DT)] d = ¢S .
Br i=1
We can now proceed estimating the terms Iy, ..., I4. We have
(1.8)
L < c][ w (Jlu— (w)pg|) H(xz, Du) dx
Br
(6.5)
< aw (2[u]oy0,RY) H(z, Du)dx
Br
(3.7)
< c(data(p)) w(R") H(xz, Du) dx
Br

where we have also used that w(-) is concave. On the other hand, the minimality
of u yields Iy < 0. As for I3, we start proving (7.5). Indeed, observe that, with
k :=supp, u, the minimality of ¥ yields Gp(0) < Gp(min{?,k}) and this, together
with (1.6), in turn gives

/ H(z,Dv)dx =0.
{5>k}NB

By coarea formula we then get v < k a.e. Arguing similarly, but with the choice
k := infp, u, and using that Gp(v) < Gp(max{v, k}), we get that o > k a.e. and
(7.5) follows. This also proves the first inequality in (7.4). We therefore have

(1.8)
<

I c]i w (5 ()5, ]) H(z, D¥) da

(7.5)
< cw (osc u) H(x,Dv)dx
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(7.8)

< aw (2[ulo,y0,R7) H(x, Du) dx
Br
(3.7)
< aw(RY) H(z,Du)dx ,

Br
where ¢ = ¢(data(f)). In a similar way, as u = 0 on 9B, we first observe that

(7.5) P
|(0) By — (u)Bg|" do < c][ |0 —ulPdx < ¢ <osc u>

Br Br
and then, as already done for I3, we still find
Iy < cw(R7) H(z,Du) dx .
Br
Connecting the estimates found for the terms Iy,...,I; to (7.11) completes the

proof of (7.3). It remains to prove (7.6). For this we distinguish two cases; the first
is when p > 2; then by Poincaré inequality we have

o

In this case (7.6) follows combining the inequalities in the last two displays with
(7.3). The case p < 2 is slightly more elaborate. Using also Young’s inequality with
conjugate exponents (2/p,2/(2 — p)), we have

A

(2.5)
< C][ (|Vp(DU) — Vp(D’D)|P(|Du| + |D1~)|)p(2—p)/2) dr
Br

<c (ﬁm |Vp(Du) — Vp(Dﬁ)|2dx)p/2 (]{BR(|Du| + D)) dm) e

(?)C(J[B |Vp(Du)—Vp(D17)|2dx)p/2 (]{5» [H(z, Du)] dx)(Q_p)/Q

<e. ]{BR |V,,(Du) — V,,(D®)|? dx + 8]{9 [H(z, Du)]dx .

R

u—v

dr < c][ |Du — Do|P dx < c][ |V,,(Du) — V,,(D?)|? dz .
Br Br

u—17v

p
dx < ][ |Du — Do|P dx
Br

Once again (7.6) follows combining the last inequality with (7.3). O
To proceed, we gather some regularity information on 0.

Lemma 7.2 (Controlled transfer of regularity). Under the assumptions of Lemma
7.1, let © € WYP(BR) be defined as in (7.2) and assume that (6.4) holds in Bg
with some s as in (6.2) and some M > 1. Then the following inequality holds for
a constant ¢ = c¢(data(Qy), M)

(7.12) sup 0= @l Scf 0= (D)alde
Br/a Bry2

while the following ones

(7.13)  [PloqiBrys < cluloyisr »  H( D)l pi+s(Bg,) < cllH (- Du)llpisspy)

hold for constants ¢ = c(data($)). In (7.13) the exponents v = y(data(€dy)) and
d = 0(data) are those fized in (6.1).

Proof. Looking at the proof in [5, Lemma 4.1], it is easy to see that the L°°-bound

(7.14) sup |9|P < c][ [0|P dx
Brya Br/2
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holds whenever the Caccioppoli inequality

(7.15) H(z,D(6 — k)2) dz < Cogec <R>q /B

B s—t

p

-k

s—t

is satisfied for concentric balls B; € By € Br/3 and inf © < k < sup 0; moreover, the
constant ¢ in (7.14) depends only on n, p, ¢ and ceqcec. The validity of (7.15) follows
observing that Lemma 6.1 applies to ¥ since this minimizes a functional (the one in
(7.1)) that satisfies the assumptions of Lemma 6.1. Indeed, here we are assuming
(6.4). Furthermore, thanks to estimates (7.4), when applying Lemma 6.1, we can
dispense from the dependence of the various constants on the quantities ||9|| L (py)
and ||H (-, D9)| 11 (Bg)- We therefore conclude that (7.15) holds for a constant ceacc
that ultimately depends only on data(€2y) and M but not on o; from this it follows
that also ¢ appearing in (7.14) only depends on data(£2) and M. To conclude with
(7.12), notice that since o — (9) gy, is still a local minimizer of the same functional
in (7.1), then (7.12) follows from (7.14) applied to © — (¥),,,- We then pass to the
first estimate in (7.13), arguing in a similar way, but this time applying Theorem
3.2 to ¥; in particular, we need the precise dependence of ~ stated in (3.6). This
and the first inequality in (7.4) give that © € C’IOO’;Y(BR) where 7 is the same as in
(6.1). Moreover, estimate (3.8) holds for ¢ with ¢ depending only on data; this
is still a consequence of (7.4). Applying (3.8) to ¥ and using a standard covering
argument, we gain [0]o ~:5,,, < c(data(Q))R™" oscg, 9. On the other hand, using
also (7.5), it is oscp, ¥ < oscp, u < 2R [ulo 4By, so that the first inequality in
(7.13) follows. It remains to prove the second inequality in (7.13) and this time we
apply Theorem 3.1 to ¥; again by (7.4) the exponent ¢ for v does not depend on
the solution considered, but only on data, and can be taken to be the same one for
u fixed in (6.1). Therefore we have

1/(146) (3.4)
<][ [H(z, DD)]'T? dm) < ¢4 H(z,Db)dx
Brya

Br
(7.4) 1/(146)
< ¢ H(z,Du)dx <c <][ [H (x, Du)]**? dm) ,
BR BR
and the proof is complete. O

In the following we shall use the classical excess functional given by

(7.16) E(w;B,) = (]{9 w — (), pdx>1/p ,

r

and defined whenever w € LP(B,) is a possibly vector-valued map and B, C R" is
a ball. We shall several times use the following elementary property:

1/p
(7.17) E(w;B,) <2 (][ |w — wo P dx) for every wo € R¥ .

We now go to the main lemma of this section, featuring a first decay estimate:

Lemma 7.3 (Blow-up). Under the assumptions of Lemma 7.1, let © € W1P(Bg)
be defined as in (7.2) and assume also that (6.4) holds with some s as in (6.2) and
some M > 1. Then, for every choice of € € (0,1), there exists a positive radius

(7.18) R* = R* (data(Q), M, w(:), Sm — S, &)
such that if R < R*, then the inequality

(7.19) ]l 15— (@), [P de < c {77 + T*ng}][ 16— ()| do
Brr Br
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holds for every T € (0,1/16), where the constant ¢ = c(data(Qy), M) is otherwise
independent of € and T.

Proof. The proof goes in several steps and essentially aims at applying the harmonic
approximation argument of Lemma 5.1 to a suitable blown-up function.

Step 1: Blow-up. We start blowing-up ¢ and a(-) in Bg = Bg(xg), thereby
defining
5('770 + R.’E) - (’E)BR/Q
Notice that we can always assume that E (17; BR/Q) > 0, otherwise (7.19) follows
trivially. Abbreviating E(R) = FE (f); BR/Q), by (6.4), the Caccioppoli inequality in
(6.9) applies to ¥ in the ball Bg/y as well. The result is that
v —(9)

BRr/a R

holds, where ¢ = ¢(data(), M). Notice that, as already done for Lemma 7.2, here
we are using (7.4) to dispense from the dependence on |||~ (p,) and incorporate

it in the one on [Jul| e~ (q,) and, ultimately, in data(Qp). In view of the definition
in (7.16), the inequality in the above display can be re-written as

(7.20) w(z):= and ag(x):=a(zo+Rx), x€B;.

p
Br/2

H(x,Df))dxgc][ dz

Bry/2

]{3 ([R/E(R)P|Do]” + [R/E(R)]Pa(x)| Do|?) dz < ¢
R/4

that in terms of v means

(7.21) ][B (Dol + [E(R)/RI*Pan()|Do|?) dz < c,
1/4

again for ¢ = c(data(£), M). It is now easy to see that v is a local minimizer of
the functional defined by
(7.22) w F(z, Dw) dz
By
with
_ F (xo + Rz, (u)p,, [E(R)/R]z)

(7.23) F(z,z):= R )

[E(R)/R]

for every x € By and z € R", and, as such, it satisfies its Euler-Lagrange equation.
This means that

(7.24) ]{9 (0F (20 + Re, (u) g, [E(R)/R)Dv), D) dz = 0

holds for every ¢ € Wy (By).
Step 2: Universal energy bounds. We check the properties of the rescaled inte-
grand F'(+) in (7.23). By defining the new control function

(7.25) H(z,z) = |z|° + [E(R)/R]" Pag(x)|z|? .
the following conditions are now satisfied whenever z € By, and z € R™:
(7.26) vH(z,2) < F(z,2) < LH(z, 2)

as a direct consequence of (1.6) and (7.23). We now want to check that F(-) satisfies
the conditions allowing to apply Theorem 3.1 in By 4, this time to v. For this we
have to check that v is bounded in B;/4 (in fact needed only when p < n) and
that, in every case, the new coefficient © — [E(R)/R]?7 Par(z) satisfies the needed
Holder continuity assumption in By /4, that is

(7.27) [E(R)/R)*""larlo,a;8,,, < ¢(data(Qo)) -
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Recalling the definition of v in (7.20), and using Lemma 7.2, (7.12) yields
(7.28) ||UHLOO(Bl/4) < c¢(data(fp), M) .

For (7.27), we distinguish two cases.
Case assumption (1.3) is in force. By (6.1) and (7.13) we have

1/p
(7.29) E(R) = (%B |0 — ({))BR/2 | dgc> < cR"Y
R/2

for a constant ¢ = ¢(data(Q)). To prove (7.27), observe that, whenever x1,zs €
By, it follows that

[E(R)/R"Pag(x1) - [E(R)/RI* Pag(as)|
< clalo.o[E(R)/ R PR®[e1 — 2]

(7.29) (1.3)
(7.30) < eRPTOO=MFe ) g < e(data(Q))|z — o] .

Remark 7.1. Notice that, in order to perform the last estimation, we essentially
need the larger bound ¢ < p + «/(1 — ) related to the one appearing in (1.17).

Case assumption (1.2) is in force and p > n. Recalling (6.1) and the second
inequality in (7.13), by Sobolev-Morrey embedding theorem we then have

E(R) < c(n, p, 6)”D7~]HLP(1+5)(BR/4)R1_P(li‘;)

(723) d QVIH(-. Du)||M* R 50D
= C( ata( 0))” (7 u)||L1+5(BR/2)

(6.1) n._n
(7.31) <’ c(data(Q))R P TR

Therefore this time we can estimate, again for x1, x5 € By
[E(R)/R)* Pan(x1) — [E(R)/R]* Par(z)| < clao,aR™ /P T2y — 2o
< c(data(Q))|ry — z2]”,
as now it is ¢/p < 1+ a/n, and (7.27) follows in this case too.
With (7.27) and (7.28) at our disposal, and recalling that (7.26) holds, we are
now able to apply Theorem 3.1 to v, thereby obtaining the existence of a higher

integrability exponent d; > 0 and a constant ¢, both depending on data(fy) and
M, but otherwise independent of R, such that

1/(1461)
(7.32) <][ [H(x, Dv)]'To dac) <c H(x, Dv)dx .
Biys Biya
Moreover, recalling (7.21), we conclude with
(7.33) H(x, Dv) dx +][ [H(z, Dv)]* ™01 dz < c(data(Qp), M) .
Bi4 By s

Step 8: Frozen functional. Let us now define

F(zp, (u)Bs, [E(R)/R]2)
[E(R)/R]P

Fo(z) =
and the related control Young function
(7.34) Ho(z) = |2|” + [E(R)/R]* Pai(Bg)||"

for every z € R™. Later on, we shall use the functional

(7.35) WhH(B) jg) 3 w Fy(Dw) dx .
By/s
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We notice that the integrand Fy(-) satisfies the following growth and ellipticity
conditions:
vHy(2) < Fo(2) < LHy(2)
|0Fo(2)[|2| +10°Fo(2)||2> < LHy(2)

H|TZ|(§ e < (PR ()e.6).

(7.36)

v

for every choice of z € R™ \ {0} and £ € R™.
Step 4: Harmonic type approrimation. We notice that, with ¢ € WOI’OO(BI/S)
being such that || Del|L=(B, ) < 1, by (7.24) we can write

]{91/8 <8F0(Dv),D<p> dx

_ OF (xo + Rz, (u) gy, [E(R)/R]Dv)
Jiw (PR (D)~ B(R)/ ] D) de

(737) < ]{9 OF (z0 + R, (u) g, [E(R) /R Dv)
1/8

)
[E(R)/R]P~!
The term Z can be estimated using (1.8)3. Recalling that ai(Bgr) < agr(z) for every
x € By, this gives

OFy(Dv) — de =T .

a—p
7T < cw(R)][ |Dv|P~1 dx 4 cw(R) {E(R)} ][ ag(z)|[Dv|"" dx
Bl/g R Bl/S
q—p
+c [E(R)} ][ lag(z) — a;i(Bg)||Dv|"" dx
R By s
(738) = Th+Iy+13,

with ¢ = ¢(p, g, L). We then estimate separately the above three terms. In any case
we have, by Holder’s inequality, we have that

1=1/p (7.21)
7, < aw(R) ][ |Dv|? dx < cw(R)
Bi/s

for ¢ = c(data(Qp), M). For the remaining terms we distinguish between two
different cases, as already done Step 2.
Case assumption (1.3) is in force. We have

I,
a—p (9=p)(g=1)
_ ER)| « 1 =t E(R) ! q-1
— cw(R) [R} ]{9  lon(a)) fan(o) { z } | Do|t=1 do
9 1-1/q
(7'<9) cw(R)Ml/qR% <][B [E(R)/R]q_paR(x)Dv|qu>
1/8

(7.21)
(739) < cw(R),

for ¢ = c(data(g), M), where we have used R < 1 and (6.2). Similarly, we have

(g—p)(g—1)

s dar [P0 R ROl N T
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(7.29)

1-1/q
S e <]l [E(R)/R]qpaR(zﬂqudl")
Bi/s

(7.21) pta—ag+y(a—p)—s

(740) < R :
Collecting the estimates found for the terms 77,75 and Z3 in the last three displays
and merging them with (7.38), we conclude with
(7.41) T < c(data(Q), M) [w(R) + R©“=5=

Case assumption (1.2) is in force and p > n. Re-writing as in (7.39), but using
this time (7.31), we have

[E;R)} qp][ ar(x)| Dot dz

1-1/q
(][ [E(R)/R)*" Pag(z)|Dv|? dm)
Bys

2y L [ER)]T
< eMYapT | 2
- R
(7.31) (a=p)n | n8g—p)
(7.42) < c(data(Qp), M)Ru [~ TR
Notice that the exponent of R in the last line of (7.42) is non-negative by (1.2) and
(6.2). By using (7.42) we readily have that

(g—p)n , nd(q—p)
T—"_i

T, < cRil*™ Zees i w(R) < cw(R) ,
again for ¢ = c¢(data(), M), while, recalling the definition of a;(Bgr) in (6.3), we
finally estimate
E(R)
R

_(a=p)n + né(q—p) 75}

a—p
I3 <c { } ][ ag(z)|Dv|"dr < cRile—"3 p(1T9)

Bi/s
again with ¢ = ¢(data(), M). Merging the estimates for the three terms Z;,7Z
and Z3 with the one in (7.38), we this time get

_(a=p)n + nd(g—p)

(7.43) T < c(data(Q), M) {w(R)+RHa L R s]} ,

Remark 7.2. The analysis of the first case is still valid when assuming larger
bound in (1.17). This is better than the one in (1.2) if p > n/(1 — 7).

Now, taking into account the estimates found for Z in (7.41) and (7.43), and
recalling (7.37), by finally defining

_(a=p)n + ndé(qg—p)

w(R) 4+ RIS ) if we use (1.2)

pta—gty(g—p)—s

w(R)+ R a if we use (1.3) ,

which is non-decreasing, we conclude with

(7.44) o(R) :=

(7.45)

][ (0Fy(Dv), D) dz| < c, o(R)|| Depl| o
By/s

that now holds for every ¢ € Wol’oo(Bl/g), where ¢, = ¢ (data(£), M). Observe
also that, with the notation in (6.2), we have in any case - either we use (1.2) or
(1.3) - that

(7.46) o(R) = w(R) + RBsm =)/,
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By (7.33), (7.45) and (7.36) we are now in position to apply Lemma 5.1 with the
choice Ag(z) = 0Fy(z), Ho(z) = Ho(z), and ag = [E(R)/R]? Pa;i(Bg), so that, in
particular, assumptions (5.1) are satisfied. By Lemma 5.1 there exists a function
hev+ Wol’HO(Bl/g) such that

(7.47) ][ (0Fy(Dh), Dp)dx =0 for all ¢ € Wy (Bys)
Bys

(7.48) Ho(Dh) dx + ][ [Ho(DR)] ' dz < ¢,

By g By g

][B (IVy(Dv) — Vy(DR) + [E(R)/RI*Pas(Br)|Vi(Dv) — Vy(DR)P) de
1/8

(7.49) < clo(R)]*
and finally

(7.50) ]lB (lv = AP + [E(R)/R)? Pa;(Bgr)|v — h|?) dz < cq[o(R)]* .
1/8

In all the estimates above the constants ¢,cq > 1 and sg,s; € (0,1) depend on
data(Qg) and M, but are otherwise independent of R.

Step 5: Choice of the radius R, in (7.18). Given the definition of o(R) in (7.46),
and given € € (0,1) as in the statement, we determine R, small enough to get

calw(R]® + cqRi0 =9/ < &

This, given the dependence of sy and ¢4 on data(g) and M, gives the final depen-
dence displayed in (7.18). By (7.50) we conclude that

(7.51) ]{9 (lo = h|P + [E(R)/R)" Pai(Br)|v — h|?) da < & .
1/8

Step 6: Proof of the decay estimate (7.19). We first observe that by a standard
density argument the relation in (7.47) continues to hold whenever ¢ € Wy (B; /8)
is such that Ho(Dy) € L*(Bys). This means that h is a local minimizer of the
functional

WhHo(B, g) 3w Fo(Dw) dx .
By g
Conditions (7.36) are satisfied by the integrand Fy(-), so we are able to apply the
results from [39] (see also [4]) to deduce the following a priori gradient bound:

(7.52) sup Ho(Dh) <c Hy(Dh) dz ,
Bi/16 By/s

where this time ¢ = ¢(n, p, ¢, v, L). By taking 7 < 1/16, we can estimate

flo-@ara < of jo-(ap
B, B,

< c][ |h—(h)BT|pda:+c7'7”][ |v — h|P dx
B,

B /s
(7.51)
< crPsup |Dh|P + e E
< crPsup Hyo(Dh) + et "
BT
(7.52)

et? Ho(Dh)dx + e~ "
Bi/s
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(7.48)
< erP4erT"e.

By scaling back to ¢ and recalling (7.20), we get (7.19) after some elementary
manipulations. O

A crucial outgrow of the previous proof is

Lemma 7.4 (Comparison). In the setting of Lemma 7.1, let © € W1P(Bg) be
defined as in (7.2) and assume also that (6.4) holds with some s as in (6.2) and
some M > 1. Then, there exists a function h € o + Wol’p(BR/g) which is a local
minimizer of the functional

(7.53) Fo(w) = / F(as, (u)s,, Dw) dz
Brys
in the sense of Definition 1 and that satisfies

£ (190 = VDI + (B Vi D) = V(D)) da
R/8

(7.54) <c { [wW(RM)]™ + Rsl(s"ﬁs)/q} H(z,Du) dx
Br

for a constant ¢ and a positive exponent s1, both depending only on data(Qg) and
M. Finally, the inequality

(7.55) ][ (IDA? + ai(BR)|DR) do < ¢ f  H(x, Du)ds
Br/s Br

holds for ¢ = ¢(n,v,L).

Proof. We go back to the proof of Lemma 7.3, Steps 3 and 4 and consider the

function h € v + WOI’HO (By/g) found by the application of Lemma 5.1 and solving
(7.47). We blow-down h defining

r — X

(7.56) h(x) := E (¢; Br) h ( 7

) ; r € Brys(zo) -

We notice that h € o + W&’HO(BR/S), where now Hy(z) := |z|? + a;(Bg)|z|9. The
function h solves (7.47), which is the Euler-Lagrange equation of the functional in
(7.35), and therefore, by strong convexity, a local minimizer too. More precisely,
we have that

Fo(Dh)dz < / Fo(Dh + Do) dx
By/s Bys

holds whenever ¢ € Wol’H0 (Bi/s) and Hy(-) is defined as in (7.34). This implies that
h in (7.56) minimizes the functional in (7.53) in the sense that Fp(h) < Fe(h+¢)

holds for every ¢ € W, HoBp /8)- By (7.36) h satisfies the energy estimate

-~ ~ L ~ - 8" L
(7.57) Ho(Dh) dr < — Ho(D’U) dr <
Brys V JBrs v Br

H(z,Dv)dzx

which can be obtained as in (7.8). Given the definitions of 2 and of v in (7.20), the
comparison estimate in (7.49) gives, using also Poincaré inequality and (7.17)

]i (IV(D) = Vo (D) + ai(BR) [V (DT) = Vo( D)) da
R/8
v — (ID)BR i

<clom) |

Br

dx < c[o(R)]** ][ |Dv|P dx
Br
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(7.58) < c[o(R)]** ; H(xz,Dv)dx (;4)6[0(1%)}51 ; H(z, Du)dx

Here it is ¢ = c(data(y), M) while o(R) has been defined in (7.44) and (7.46).
Combining (7.58) with (7.3), and recalling again (7.46), we get (7.54) again after
a few elementary manipulations. Finally, (7.55) follows using (7.57) together with
the second inequality in (7.4). O

We finally conclude this section with another decay estimate.

Lemma 7.5. Let u € WYP(Q) be a local minimiser of the functional F defined
n (1.5), under the assumptions (1.8)-(1.9). Assume that either (1.2) or (1.3) is
satisfied, and furthermore that
(7.59) ai(Brr) < MlaJo,o(TR)**
holds with some s as in (6.2) and some M > 1. Then, for every choice of € € (0,1),
there exists a positive radius R,
(7.60) R, = R.(data(Q), M,w(-), $m — $,€) ,
such that if R < R,, then the inequality
(7.61) / H(z,Du)dz < ¢, {7" + ccT P+ 7 Pe} H(z,Du)dx ,

B:r Br
holds for every T € (0,1/32) and every € € (0,1), where the constants ¢, =
cp(data(Qo), M) and c. = c.(e,p, q) are otherwise independent of € and T.
Proof. We notice that (7.59) implies that also (6.4) holds, that is,
(7.62) ai(Bgr) < Mla)g,oR*™°

holds true. Indeed, on the contrary, thanks to (6.7), ai(Bgr) > M[a]o,oR*~* would
imply that a;(Brr) > M[a]o,o(TR)*~*, that is, a contradiction (7.59). The validity
of (7.62) means we can apply Lemma 7.3 with £ = £; to be chosen in a few lines,
and we can use (7.19) provided R < R* = R*(data(), M,w(:), $m — s,€1) is
determined via (7.18). We therefore get, with some elementary manipulations and
using (7.17) repeatedly

folu-@aaldo 22 f s @n o
BTR

B:r
Sc][ |17—(77)BTR|pdac+c7'_"][ |u— P dx
Brr Br
(7.63) <c{rP+71 51} |u— VpplPdx +cr™ "][ |lu— 0P dx .
Br

Using (7.6) to estimate the last mtegral in the above display, and performing some
other standard manipulations, we further get

/BTR

<c{m" + T Pw(RY) + 7 Pey + 7 Pe} H(z,Du) dx
Br
This holds for every 7 € (0,1/16) and ¢ = ¢(data(€), M). Then we select &1 = £/2
and finally, we take R, < R* such that w(R)) < £/2. This choice determines the
dependence described in (7.60) and yields

(7.64) /B 3

u—(u)p,, ?

TR du

u— (U)BTR P

7 de < c{r" +c.T Pe+ 7 Pe} H(z,Du) dx
-

Br
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On the other hand the validity (7.59) implies that applicability conditions of Lemma
6.1 are verified with with Bg replaced by B,;r. We therefore deduce

/ H(m,Du)d;vgc/
Brr/2 Brr

Using this last inequality together with (7.64) (and renaming 7/2 in 7) yields (7.61)
and the proof is complete. O

u— (U)BTR P

dx .
TR v

8. (p,q)-PHASE
In this section we consider the condition which is complementary to (6.4), that
is (6.5). This time we consider it with the special choice s =0, i.e.,
(8.1) ai(Bgr) > Mla]o,o R® for some M >1.
Notice that we can actually always reduce to this case since (6.5) implies (8.1) for

every s as in (6.2) (recall that we always take R < 1). We consider the different
frozen functional

(8.2) Fp(w) ::/B F(zp, (u)p,, Dw)dx ,

and define h € u + Wy (Bg) as the solution to the following Dirichlet problem:

h — min Fg(w)
(8.3) w
w € u+ Wy (Bg) .

As for (7.8), we get
- . L
sa) [ (IDhP+ a(BRDAT) do< s [ (Dul? + (B Dul?) do.
Br v Br
Notice that now it is h € Wh4(Br). We then have the following direct analog of

Lemma 7.4.

Lemma 8.1. Let u € WP(Q) be a local minimiser of the functional F defined in
(1.5), under the assumptions (1.6), (1.8) and (1.12). Assume that either (1.2) or
(1.3) is satisfied. Let Br € Qg € 2 be a ball with R < 1 and such that the condition
(8.1) is in force. Then there exists a positive constant ¢ = c(data(§dy)), which is
independent of M, such that the following estimate holds:

]{3 (1Vo(Du) = Vo (DR)? + (@) Vy(Du) = Vy(DR)?) da
N4 L x, Du) dx
(8.5) Sc[w(R)—i—M} BRH( ,Du) dz .

Herey = y(data(Qg)) € (0,1) is the Holder continuity exponent defined in Theorem
3.2. Moreover, it holds that

(8.6) H(z, Dh)dx < 3L H(z, Du) dz .
Br V JBgr
Proof. First, let us observe that assumptions (1.8) also imply that
|F(z1,v,2) — F(xg,v,2)]
(8.7) < Lw(|zy — xo) [H (21, 2) + H(x2,2)] + Lla(z1) — a(z2)][2|?

holds for every choice of x1,29 € Q, v € R and z € R™. Indeed, we can write

1
|F(z1,v,2) — F(x2,v,2)] = / (OF (1,v,t2) — OF (z2,v,t2), 2) dt
0
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1
< /|8F(IE1,”U,tZ)faF(:UQ,v,tZ)|dt|Z|,
0

so that (8.7) follows by (1.8). Notice that, in order to derive the equality in the
above display, we have used that F(z1,v,0) = F(z2,v,0) = 0, which is in turn
implied by (1.6). Next, observe the basic consequence of (6.5)

(8.8) a(z) <a(x) — ai(Br) + ai(Br) < 2[alo,o R* + ai(Bgr) < 3ai(Br) < 3a(x) ,

that holds for every @ € Bgr. This and (8.4) easily imply (8.6). We now proceed as
in Lemma 7.1 and arrive at (7.11), which is this time replaced by

/B (IVo(Dw) = Vo (DR + ai(Br) [Vy(Du) = Vy(DR)?) da
<e /B ) [P(ep. (w5, Du) ~ F(2p. (u)5, DR)| do

—e / [F(zs, (W), Du) — F(z, ()5, Du)] dz

te | [P, (0w DR) = F(a, ()5, DR)| da
R
- } 6
(8.9) +c/ F(:z:,(u)BR,Dh)fF(xB,(u)BR,Dh)} dz ::CZIL-.
Br i=1
We can now proceed estimating the terms 13, ..., I essentially using (1.8)3 4 and

(6.5). We have

(8.7) ~
I +1I; < cw(R) / {H(asB,Du) + H(a:B,Dh)} dz
Br

tcw(2R) / {H(x,Du)—FH(a:,D/Nl)} da

Br

+c[a]o,a3a/ (1Dult + DAY da
Br

< cw(ZR)/ {H(x,Du)—FH(x,Diz)} dx
Br
+c[a]0,aRa/ (1Dul? + DAY da
Br
(8.1) ~
< cw(ZR)/ [H(x,Du)+H(a;,Dh)] dz
Br
c ~
il Dul? + | Dh|4
o BRa(q;)(\ ul? + | h|)da:
(8.6)
<

c {M(R) + ]H | H(a Du)da.

The estimates for the terms 15, II; and I15 can be now be obtained as in the case
of the analogous terms I, I3 and I, respectively, considered in Lemma 7.1. This
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yields, by also repeatedly using (8.6)

]IQ+I[4+II5SCW(R’Y) H(l‘,DU)d.’L‘
Br
for a constant ¢ = c(data(f))). Finally, by the minimality of u it follows that
II3 < 0. By combining the estimates found for the terms I1ly,..., Il with (8.9)
and, taking (8.8) into account, we conclude with (8.5) and the proof is complete. [

We can now prove the following (p, ¢)-phase counterpart of Lemma 7.5:

Lemma 8.2. Under the assumptions and notations of Lemma 8.1, for every num-
ber T € (0,1/2), the inequality

1
(8.10) / H(xz,Du)dx < ¢, {T" +w(RY) + } H(z, Du)dx ,
Brr M Br
holds for a constant ¢, 4 = cpq(data(§dy)), which is otherwise independent of M
and T.

Proof. The integrand z — F(xp, (u)B,, %) of the functional in (8.2) satisfies as-
sumptions (1.6) and (1.8)1 2 with a(z) = a;(Br). We are again in position to apply
the results from [39], yielding the a priori estimate

sup (|DRI” + ai(Br)| Dh|") < c][ (DAY + ai(BR)| DAIY) da
Bry2 Br
for ¢ depending only on n,p, q,v, L. Thanks to (8.8), the last inequality commutes
into

_ (5.8)
(8.11) sup H(xz,Dh) <
Br/2 Br

H(x, Dh) dzx .

Then we proceed comparing h and u as follows:
/ H(z,Du)dzx < c/ H(x, Dh)dx
B:r B:r

vo [ (IVDu) = V(DRI + as(Br) Vi(Dw) = V(DR do

(8.5),(8.11) - 1
< et” H(x,Dh)dx + ¢ [w(R'Y) + } H(x, Du) dx ,
Br M Br
where ¢ = ¢(data(€)). Using (8.6) to estimate the first integral in the last line
finally yields (8.10) and the proof is complete. O

9. MORREY DECAY, EXIT TIMES AND THEOREM 1.2

In this section we prove Theorem 1.2. The proof employes (1.12) but not (1.9),
and follows combining Lemmas 7.5 and 8.2 from the last two sections. We shall
use an exit time argument, that, in a different form, has been introduced in [16, 17]
to treat the regularity of minimizers of the model functional P in (1.1). The final
outcome is the Morrey type decay estimate (1.14). This eventually implies the
local Holder continuity of u for every exponent 6 < 1 claimed in Theorem 1.2 via
the usual integral characterization of Campanato and Meyers (see for instance [29,
Chapter 2]) and a standard covering argument. We start fixing a number o € (0, n);
moreover, for every ball Br = Br(zg) € Q2 we abbreviate as follows:

H(o) ::/ H(z,Du) dx Vo<R.
By (zo)
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Step 1: Iteration in the (p,q)-phase. Let us consider a ball B = Bgr(xg) €
Qp € 2, R <1 and assume that (6.5) holds for some M > 1 to be chosen in a few
lines. We start recalling the basic property in (6.7). This, in perspective, allows to
iteratively apply Lemma 8.2 on all smaller scales once it can be applied on a fixed,
initial scale. When using Lemma 8.2, inequality (8.10) can be rewritten as

Cp7q,7_(7—7l

(9.1) H(TR) < 1" ° {cp,qT” +cp g7 T "w(RY) + M} H(R) ,

where the constant ¢, , has been determined in Lemma 8.2 as a function of data({)
but not of M. We start taking 7 = 7; small enough in order to get

1
(9.2) 77 < —— = 71 = 71(data(y),0) .
3¢p g
With this choice we determine a (potentially small) radius Ry = Ry (data(Qg),0) <
1 and a (potentially large) number M = M (data(€g),o) > 1, in order to satisfy
the two inequalities

9.3 R}) < d =<t
( ) OJ( 1) —= 38p7q an M — 3Cp,q
With such choices (9.1) implies

(9.4) H(mR) <17 H(R),

for every R such that R < R;. By using (6.7) we deduce that since (6.5) holds,
then we also have a;(Bxgr) > M[a]o,o(7%R)®~* holds for every integer k > 0. We
can therefore iterate (9.4), thereby obtaining

(9.5) H(rFR) < 7" FH(R) for every integer k >0 .

Step 2: Decay in the p-phase. The choices in (9.2) and (9.3) fix, in particular,
the value of the threshold constant M as a function of data(€)y) and o. This is the
value we are going to use here when applying Lemma 7.5; in particular, this choice
determines ¢, and s¢ as functions of data(€2y) and o only. Moreover, we now take a
fixed choice of the exponent s in (7.59), say s := s,,/2. With M and s having been
fixed, the radius R, from (7.18) is now a function of data({)y), o and £. Again, let
us consider, as in Step 1, a ball Br € )y € €. This will be here considered with a
radius R that will initially be such that R < Ry and R; = R;(data(€p),0) <1 has
been determined in the previous step; further restrictions will be taken in a short
while. In order to apply Lemma 7.5 with the mentioned choice of M, we look at
estimate (7.61), that reads as

(9.6) H(TR) < 7" 7 {epm? + e " PE+ 77 " P} H(R)

for every choice of £, € (0,1), provided we are choosing R < R.(data(),o,&).
We choose 7 = 7 such that

1
(9.7) 75 < 3. T T2= To(data(Qo), o) .
P
We then proceed with the choice of € = e(data()), o) such that
n+p—o
(9.8) e<?
3¢y

This, in turn, determines the constant c. in (9.6) as a function of data(€)y) and o.
We then take £ = £(data(€)), o) small enough to guarantee that

Tn-i—p—a

9.9 s <
(9.9) °= 3cpce
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The choice in (9.9), via (7.18), in turn determines a radius
(9.10) Ry := R.(data(p),0) < R;i(data(),0) <1
such that (9.6) is satisfied according to the prescription of Lemma 7.5.

Summarizing, with the choices of 7 and Ry displayed in (9.7)-(9.9) and used in
(9.6), we can conclude that if R < Ry < R; and if the condition

(9.11) ai(BTQR) S M[a]o)a(TgR)a N
is satisfied, then we have
(9.12) H(r2R) < 13 H(R) .

Step 3: Exit time and iteration. We combine (9.5) and (9.12) via the announced
exit time argument and take a general ball B = Br(zg) € Qo € Q with R < R»
and Ry as in (9.10). By looking at (9.11), we consider conditions of the type
(9.13) aj (BT§+1R) < Mldlo.a (FFHR)”
for every integer k > 0. We define the exit time index
(9.14) m :=min{k € N: condition (9.13) fails}

(notice that it can happen that m = 0). By the content of Step 2, and in particular
applying (9.12) repeatedly, we have

(9.15) H(ER) < 7" *"U@R)  VEke{o,...,m}.
Condition (9.13) fails for k£ = m and this means
(9.16) aj (BT?,HR) > Mla)o.o (7" H1R)™ .

The occurrence of (9.16) allows to apply the argument of Step 1, and in particular
allows to use (9.5) (with Br now replaced by B i r); we therefore conclude that

(9.17) H(rfr" T R) < Tl(n_o)kH(TQmHR) for every integer k >0 .

Step 4: Conclusion. We are ready to establish (1.14). For this we first assume
that 0 < ¢ < R < Ry and Ry is in (9.10). We then distinguish various cases.
The first occurs when 75""'R < p and m is in (9.14); in this situation we find
k € {0,...,m} such that 7#"'R < o < 78R and therefore 747! < o/R. By using
this last relation we can estimate

k (9-15) (n—o)k
H(o) <H(sR) < 7" "TH(R)

(9.18) < (o/R)IH(R) E c(data(), 0)(o/R)"H(R)

where ¢ = ¢(data(Q), o); therefore (1.14) follows in this case provided R < Rs.
We then consider the occurrence of ¢ < 73" R, and make a further distinction.
We first treat the case when 7'17'2m+1R < o. In this situation we estimate

(9.18)
CTQ(nfg)(mH)"H(R)

er{ "(o/R)" " H(R)
c(data(Q),0)(e/R)"""H(R) .

Finally, in the case o < 717'27"“}{ we again find k > 1 such that TfHszHR <p<
"™ R and therefore we have

- (9.17) —oVi
H(o) < H(rfr"t'R) < 7" H (" HIR)

(9.18) - n—o
< ¢ (TfT§"+1) H(R)

H(o) < H(13"'R)

IN N

=)
DN

9.2)
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< erf(o/R)OH(R) = clo/R)"H(R) |

where again it is ¢ = c¢(data(€), o) again by the dependence on the constants in
(9.2). Summarizing the estimates in the last three displays, we have established

(9.19) H(o) < c(data(Qp),0)(0/R)" " "H(R) 0<o<R<R,,

so that (1.14) follows in this case too provided R < Ra, Ry is as in (9.10). We
finally settle the remaining case Ry < R < 1. For Ry < p < R < 1, we can trivially
estimate

H(B,)

IA

(0/R)"~"(¢/ R)"~"H(Br)
RZ™"(o/ R)""H(Br) "2 c(data(), 0)(o/R)"~H(Br) .

On the other hand, if p < Ry < R < 1, we similarly have

IN

H(B,) 2 clo/Ro)""H(Bry) < B3 (o) R)"“H(Br) = c(o/R)" "H(Br) -

We have therefore established the decay estimate in (1.14) for every possible choice
of o, R such that 0 < p < R <1 and the proof of Theorem 1.2 is complete.

10. GRADIENT CONTINUITY AND THEOREM 1.1

In this section we prove Theorem 1.1. The way we combine the p- and (p, q)-
phases is different. Specifically, we shall use condition (6.5), again with s = 0, but
with M depending on R, in a way that makes it blow-up when R — 0. This would
create a bad dependence on the constants when using Lemma 7.3 with the same
choice of s. To eliminate this bad dependence we then consider the p-phase (6.4)
with a suitable positive exponent s, depending on the way M has been chosen.
Iterating this argument along with a comparison scheme finally leads to desired
Holder continuity. To proceed, we first appeal to Theorem 1.2. This, via a standard
covering argument, gives that for every open subset {0y € 2 and k > 0, there exists
a constant ¢ = ¢(data(), x) such that

(10.1) ]l H(z,Du)dx <cr "
B,
holds for every ball B, € ¢ C 2. We then consider a ball B € Qy, R <1, and
assume that condition (6.5) holds with the choice s = 0 and M = M(R) as follows:
(10.2) ai(Br) > M(R)[a]onR® with M = M(R):= R™*"/?
where s, has been defined in (6.2). Using (8.5) and recalling (1.9), we conclude
that the inequality
£ (1%(D0) = VDR + s(Br)Vi(Du) - V(D) da
Br
(10.3) < cRminBsm/2} L H (2, Du)da
Br
holds for a constant ¢ = c¢(data(€)). Here h is defined as in (7.2). Then, we
consider the case (10.2) does not hold, and this leads to
(10.4) ai(Br) < M(R)la)o,o R* = [a]o,a R*"/? .

This means that condition (6.4) holds with the choice M = 1 and s = s,,, /2. We are
therefore in position to apply Lemma 7.4, the advantage being now that, since now
M =1, then the constant ¢ and the exponent s; appearing in (7.54) are determined
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as functions data()y) while no dependence with respect to R occurs. Inequality
(7.54) now gives

jg (IV(Dw) = V(DR + ai(Br)|Vy(Du) — Vy(DR)?) da
R/8

(10.5) < cRMin{yBs1sism/(20)} H(z,Du)dx .
Br

Summarizing the contents of (10.3) and (10.5) and combining them with (10.1) for
the choice

1 . Sm  S15m,
(106) K=R1 = F':l(data(QO)) = 5 min {75775817 77 12q} )

we conclude with

107 f (WD) = V(DR +0s(B1) Vy (D) = V(DR o < ™
R/8

and ¢ = c¢(data(f)). Notice that here h is defined either via (8.3) or via Lemma
7.4 (and minimizes the functional in (7.53)), accordingly to which inequality (10.2)
or (10.4) comes into the play, respectively. Therefore it satisfies

(10.8) ][ (|Dﬁ|p +ai(BR)|DiL|Q) dr < ¢4  H(x,Du)da

Br/s Br
for ¢ = ¢(n,v, L). This follows from estimates (8.4) and (7.55). We can conclude
with a comparison scheme, which follows with some variants the one in [16]. Notice
that, arguing exactly as in (5.26)-(5.27) (take 8 = 1 and ag = a;(Bg) there), from
the relation (10.7) it follows that

(10.9) ][ (|Du — Dh[P + ai(Bg)| Du — D/TL|Q) dz < cR"®
Br/s

for a new positive exponent ke = ka(k1,n,p,q) € (0,1), computable as in (5.26)-
(5.27) once k1 is fixed as in (10.6); all in all we have kg = ko(data(g)). We observe
that in both cases (7.2) and (8.3), h is a minimizer of a functional whose integrand
depends only on the gradient and satisfies assumptions (1.8)1 2 with a(x) = a;(Bg).
The theory in [39] applies and provides the following gradient Holder decay esti-
mate, valid whenever 0 < o < R/8:

]{3 (‘Dil - (Dil)BQP” + ai(BR)|D71 — (DE)BQW) dx

B N N (10.8) 2
(10.10)gc(%)p ]i (IDAJ” + ai(BR)|Dh|?) dz < c(%)p ]i H(z, Du)dz,
R R

and where ¢ and B both depend only on n,p,q,v, L, but are otherwise independent
of the specific value of a;(Bg); with no loss of generality we assume it is p8 < 1.
Then, by also using (7.17), for 0 < ¢ < R/8 we have

][ |Du — (Du)p,|P dz < c][ |Dh — (Dh) g, |P dz + c][ |Du — Dh|P da
B B, B,

(10.10) B R\" >
< c(g)p ][ H(x,Du)dx+C<) ][ |Du — Dh|? dx
R BR Q BR/S
(10.1),(10.9)  / o\PB __ <R)"
10.11 < clp) R4cl—) R™
(10.11) (R) 0

for ¢ = c(data({),x); notice that £ € (0,1) can still be chosen, while o has
been fixed through (10.9) and depends on data(€}y). Choosing xk = kapS/(8n), and

e
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taking o = (R/8)**"2/(4") in (10.11), after a few elementary manipulations we get
that

(10.12) ][ |Du — (Du)p,|P dx < cgmlrzﬁipnﬂ
o

holds for every ¢ € (0,1/8), provided Bg, € €. By the already invoked integral
characterisation of Holder continuity due to Campanato and Meyers, and a stan-
dard covering argument, (10.12) implies that Du € Cﬂ)’fo(Q) for By = k2f3/(16n).
This proves the local Holder continuity of Du but not yet the full statement of
Theorem 1.1, that claims that the Holder continuity exponent By of Du depends
only on n,p,q,v,L,a and B, while we have that the exponent found @B/(lGn)
depends on data()y). This exponent can be upgraded to reach the required de-
pendence. Indeed, once we know that the gradient is locally bounded, the non-
uniform ellipticity of the functional F becomes immaterial and we can apply some
standard perturbation methods in order to obtain full statement of Theorem 1.1.
We briefly summarize the steps. We go back to Section 8 and perform the same
procedure as for Lemma 8.1; we do this in any case, independently of the occur-
rence of condition (6.5). Let us observe that the functional in (7.53) satisfies the
Bounded Slope Condition (see for instance [10]) and therefore there exists a con-
stant ¢ = c(n,p,q,v, L, || Du||p~(py)) such that ||DiLHLoo(BR) < ¢. Using this fact,
the estimation of the terms I'Iy, ..., Ils in Lemma 8.1 simplifies and leads to replace
(8.5) by the stronger

(10.13) ][ |V, (Du) — Vp(Dil)|2 do < cR™n{8.0} ’
Br

where the constant now depends on n,p,q,v, L, | Du|| L~ (), [|a| L~ (a,). Notice
also that we can take v = 1 in Lemma 8.1 as now wu is locally Lipschitz. Eventually,
(10.13) gives

(10.14) ][ |Du — Dh|? dz < cR" |
Br

where £ = min{g, a} if p > 2 and 2k = pmin{s, a} otherwise. Similarly, (10.10)
now simplifies in

(10.15) ][ \Dh — (Dh) g, [P dz < ¢ (3)17/;
. 5 B, < R

where 3 depends only on n, p, ¢, v, L, and the constant ¢ depends also on | Dul| oo ()
and ||a|| o (q,)- The inequalities in (10.14)-(10.15) can be now combined in the same
way (10.11) and (10.12) have been combined above to deduce the gradient Holder
continuity. This time all the exponents involved depend only on n,p,q,v, L, a, 5.
This means that the local Holder continuity of Du follows with an exponent [y
with the dependence on the various constants described in the statement and the
proof is finally complete.

11. INTERPOLATIVE EFFECTS AND THEOREM 1.3

The proof of Theorem 1.3 upgrades the one for Theorem 1.1. In the following,
the definition in (6.2) will be replaced by s, := p+a—q+~(qg—p), where v € (0,1] is
the Holder continuity exponent coming from assumptions (1.17) and not any longer
the one coming from Theorem 3.2, whose assumptions are in general not implied
by (1.17). In this respect, we shall restrict to the case p < n/(1 —+). This is the
range for which (1.17) is a weaker assumption than (1.2). See also the comments
in the Introduction after Theorem 1.3.
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11.1. Step 1: Blow-up, first time. We start revisiting the proofs in Section 7 in
order get Lemma 7.5 in this case, with obviously a different function R, defined in
(7.18). We notice that since the functional of Theorem 1.3 does not depend on the
u-variable, then there is no reason to go through Lemma 7.1 and in the following
we shall revise the proofs of Section 7 with © = w. For this reason from Lemma 7.2
we only retain (7.12). We then go thorough Lemma 7.3, where v defined in (7.20),
is actually the blow-up of the original minimizer v in Br = Bg(xo):

(11.1)

1/p
o u(fCo + Rf) - (u)BR/2 ._ u— (u Pdx
v(x) = E(R) - = <][BR/2| W4 > |

The main point is that we shall use the non-quantitative harmonic approximation of
Lemma 5.2 instead of the quantitative one in Lemma 5.1. This essentially depends
on the fact that at this stage we are not yet able to verify the conditions to apply
Theorem 3.1 to v and get the higher integrability in (7.32), which is essential for
Lemma 5.1. For the same reason, we can by-pass Step 2 of the proof of Lemma
7.3. We therefore go to Step 3 for Lemma 7.3 and note that the computations
for in (7.39)-(7.40) keep on being true in this setting; see also Remark 7.2. These
lead to establish (7.45) also in this case. Now, fix £ € (0,1) and determine the
corresponding o from Lemma 5.2. We can find

(11.2) R* = R*(data(Q),w(-), M, &) > 0

such that ¢p[o(R)] < o whenever R < R*, so that (7.45) gives that

][ <8F0(Dv),D<p> dz| < o||Del| L
B /s

holds for every function ¢ € W&’M(Bl/g). Recall that in the present setting Fp(-)
is defined as z — [R/E(R)|’F (z, [E(R)/R]z). We are therefore in condition to
apply Lemma 5.2. This yields the existence of a function h € u + WOI’HO(BUS),

with Ho(-) as in (7.34), such that (7.47) holds for all ¢ € Wol’oo(Bl/S) and such
that

(11.3) Ho(Dh) dx < c(data(Qq), M)

Bys
is true and (7.51) holds. These are exactly the ingredients to proceed as in Step 6,
thereby getting the validity of Lemma 7.3. We can then proceed as in Lemma 7.5
- actually in an easier way as ¥ = u. Indeed, (7.63) does not any longer take place

and (7.19) (recall ¥ = u) directly implies
P
de < c{m" + 7P} H(xz, Du)dx ,

/BTR Br

for every € € (0,1), 7 € (0,1/32), where ¢ = ¢(data(€p), M) and provided R < R*,
with R* being defined in (11.2). Arguing exactly as after (7.64) we get the assertion
of Lemma 7.5, with this time R, = R*. This concludes the analysis of the p-
phase. It is now not very difficult to see that all the arguments of Sections 8 and 9
can be reproduced verbatim, thereby leading to the analog of Theorem 1.2 under
assumptions (1.17), as announced in the statement of Theorem 1.3. In particular,
estimate (1.14) holds and this will be exploited in the next step.

U — (u)BTR
TR

11.2. Step 2: CY7-regularity in rigid form. We now consider a ball Br €
0y € N with R <1 and fix § € (0,1). In estimate (1.14) we take 0 = p — pf. Using
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Poincaré inequality in a standard way we get that

(11.4) ][ lu— (u)p, P dz <c [rp_w][ H(z, Du) dx] o’
B, B,
holds whenever B, C B, are concentric balls that are contained in Bg (but this
time not necessarily concentric to Bg), and where ¢ = ¢(data(y),6). We are now
able to apply the standard integral characterization of Holder continuity due to
Campanato and Meyers, that gives, together with a standard covering argument
yields the following local C%?-estimate for u:

1/p
(11.5) ltie[u]o,g;BR/4 <c Rp][ H(x, Du) dx] .
B3sr/s

The constant ¢ depends on data(2y). We now further assume that condition (6.4)
holds with s = 0 and for some M > 1. This immediately gives the validity of
inequality (6.9) from Lemma 6.1; see also Remark 6.4. Taking 6 =~ in (11.5), and
using (6.9) - with ¢ = 3R/8 and s = R/2 - we conclude with

1/p
(11.6) ]-2’Y[u]0m]_r;m4 <c (][ |u — (u)BR/2|P da:) =cFE(R),
Bry2

where ¢ = ¢(data(), M). This is the estimate we were looking for. Notice that
this estimate, from a qualitative viewpoint, tells no new about the regularity of wu,
which is indeed assumed to be C%7-regular. The main point here is the specific form
of the a priori estimate (11.6), that will eventually allow to implement a blow-up
procedure totally similar to the one of Lemma 7.3.

11.3. Step 3: Blow-up, second time. The only missing part for the proof of
Theorem 1.1 is the one of Section 10, which is in turn based on Lemma 7.4, with
the crucial quantitative estimate (7.54) from Lemma 7.3. This, in turn, comes
from estimate (7.49), which is a direct consequence of the application of Lemma
5.1. To apply Lemma 5.1 in the setting of Lemma 7.3, we need to verify the higher
integrability information (7.32). This was the missing information in Step 1, forcing
us to apply the weaker Lemma 5.2. Estimate (7.32) comes from the application
of Theorem 3.1 to v, that minimizes the rescaled functional in (7.22); this satisfies
the new growth assumptions in (7.25)-(7.26). Under the new assumptions (1.17),
the application of Theorem 3.1 requires essentially two ingredients: the a-Holder
continuity of the rescaled coefficient [E(R)/R]|? Par(-) and the fact that [v]g .5 is
bounded; both information must be uniform with respect to R. The former can be
checked exactly as in (7.30), see Remark 7.1. For the latter estimate (11.6) becomes
crucial. Indeed, we have

11.1) RV[u]o~y:Bp,, (11.6)
o, = g S eldaralf), M)

Summarizing, we have that v is a local minimizer of the functional in (7.22) to which
we can apply Theorem 3.1, with all the constants involved being independent of
R. We get (7.32) and (7.33), with ¢; depending only on data(2y) and M. This -
see also Remark 7.2 - eventually allows to get (7.47)-(7.49) with constants ¢ being
completely independent of R. This is sufficient to reprove Lemma 7.4 with the same
dependence of the constants of the original statement, and in particular allows to
get the comparison estimate (7.54). These are the essential ingredients to run the
proof in Section 10 and eventually leads to the assertion of Theorem 1.3. The rest
of the proof now goes exactly as in Lemma 7.3 - see also Remark 7.2 - and in the
case of Theorem 1.1.
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12. LAVRENTIEV PHENOMENON AND THEOREM 1.4

In this section we prove Theorem 1.4. The proof is unified for the two cases (1.3)
and (1.19). In the first one we shall formally take the parameter v considered in
(1.19) as v = 0. We start fixing a ball B € Q as in the statement of Theorem 1.4.
We notice that we can reduce ourselves to prove that there exists a sequence{uy}
of W12°(B)-regular functions such that uj — u strongly in W1?(B) and such that

(12.1) hm/ H(x,Duk)dx:/ H(z,Du)dx .
k Jp B

In fact, once (12.1) is at hand, then (1.20) follows, up to a not relabelled subse-
quence, by a standard variant of Lebesgue’s dominated convergence theorem since
(1.6) is in force. For ¢ € (0,1/2) sufficiently small to have ¢ < dist(B, 9€)/20, we
consider the mollified functions u. := u* p.. Here {p.} is a family of standard mol-
lifiers generated by a smooth non-negative and radial function p € C5°(Bj) such
that ||p[|z1(rn) = 1, via po(x) = e7"p(z/e). Next, following the notation introduced
in Section 6, for every x € B we consider
(12.2) ai(Bas(z)) := min a(y) and H.(x,z):=|z|" + a;(B2:(2))]2]7 .
Y€ Bac ()

We now again distinguish two different phases as done in Section 6.

p-phase. Here we assume that

(12.3) ai(Bae(2)) < 2[alo,ae® -
As seen in Remark 6.1, this also implies that
(12.4) HaHLoo(BZE(I)) < 6[@]0@50‘ .

Moreover, in the case ¢ < p + a and we are considering (1.3), the Caccioppoli
inequality (6.9) from Lemma 6.1 applies by (12.3) and gives, in particular

(12.5) ][ |Du|? dy < c][
Be () Bae ()

This inequality continues to hold when assuming (1.19). Indeed, in any case, by
(3.1) we have

p

e

u—(u P u— (u o7
£ prasef 0 o | .
B.(z) Bae(w) € €
In turn we estimate, for y € B.(z)
u— (u |7 (12.9) 197P u— (u a7
a(y) 7( )Bac(@) < c[ osC gh—ate 7( ) Bac @)
€ B (x) £
P

(1.19)

G R N Ll COJ )

g

(1.19)

. P
< ‘ U (U)B%(x)

3

)

with ¢ being independent of €. Combining the last two inequalities gives (12.5) also
in the case. In turn, by using the very definition of convolution, we can estimate

125) ¢

1/p
(
(12.6) |Du5<x>\§c][ |Du|dy§c<f |Du|pdy> <
B. (=) B.(z)

el=r "’

In the last line we have used the fact that u € C%7(Q) by assumption (1.19) (when
this is considered) and we have incorporated the case v € L™ and (1.3) in the
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occurrence v = 0. Recalling the definition in (12.2), we continue to estimate
H (2, Duc(z)) < [a(2) = ai(Bae())]| Due(2)|? + He (2, Due(z))
< cla]o,ae®|Due ()| P|Due(z)|P + He(x, Dus(x))
(12.6) a—p)(y-1
< ce>Hap)y )|Du€(x)|p+H€(x,DuE(m))
(1.19)
< c|Duc(x)|? + He (x, Duc(x)) .

We therefore conclude that
(12.7) H (z,Du.(x)) < cH. (x, Duc(z)) ,
where ¢ is independent of €. Finally, Jensen’s inequality and (12.2) yield

H.(z, Du.(z)) < /B e Do) oo 9) dy

< / H(y, Du(y))pe(z — y) dy = [H(-, Du(")) * p)(x)
B (x)

The inequalities in the last two displays give that
(12.8) H (2, Du.(x)) < ¢[H(-, Du(+)) * pc](x)

holds for every x € B and for a constant ¢ = ¢(data) which is independent of .

(p,q)-phase. This is when a;i(Ba:(z)) > 2[alo,ne®. By (6.8) we have that
lla(x)|| Lo (Byo(2)) < 3ai(Bae(x)). This means that H(y,z) < 3H.(x,z) for every
y € Ba.(x) and z € R”, and in particular that H(z,2) < 3H(x, z). We conclude
again with (12.7) and, proceeding as in the subsequent displays, we again arrive at
(12.8), which is established in every case/phase.

With (12.8) at our disposal we are now ready to conclude the proof of (1.20)
and therefore of the whole Theorem 1.4. We let uy = u.,, where {ex} C (0,1/2)
is a sequence such that e, — 0 and ¢ < dist(B,09Q)/20 for every k € N. Ob-
viously up, € WH*(B) and up — u in WYP(B) since v € W?(B). Now, up
to passing to non-relabelled subsequences, we may assume that H (z, Dug(z)) —
H (z,Du(x)) a.e. in B. Moreover, since H(-, Du(-)) € L'(B), we have that
[H (-, Du(")) * pe,](x) — H (x, Du(z)) in L'(B). Therefore, by (12.8) we can use a
well-known variant of Lebesgue’s dominated convergence theorem that implies that
H (z, Duy(z)) — H (z, Du(z)) in L*(B) that, in turn, gives (1.20). The proof is
complete.
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