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Abstract

An inverse problem of photon transport in a dusty medium
with slab symmetry is studied. The problem consists in find-
ing the unknown densities of two different kinds of dust from
measurements of radiation intensities at two different frequen-
cies. Under suitable assumptions, the problem is shown to have
a unique solution. Some numerical experiments are also pre-
sented.
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1 Introduction

The subject of this article is an inverse photon transport problem, motivated
by astrophysics, which consists in obtaining the unknown densities of two
different kinds of materials present in a dusty medium (say, and interstel-
lar cloud) by flux measurements of photons with two different frequencies
v1 > s (say, UV and IR). Clearly, the description of photon transport in an
interstellar cloud requires a three-dimensional transport equation in a rather
complicated geometry (possibly stochastic, see e.g. Ref. [?]). Here, for the
sake of simplicity, we shall set the problem in a space-homogeneous, slab
geometry. To better understand this setting, one can think to a laboratory
experiment in which a light beam crosses a uniform gaseous mixture of two
dusts contained in a transparent box.

The mathematical model leads to a system of two stationary transport equa-
tions for the phase-space densities fi(x,u) and fo(z, 1) of of photons with
frequencies v and v, respectively. Here, x € [0,(] is the position variable
(I being the thickness of the slab) and p € (—1,1) is the direction cosine.
The stationary transport equations are assumed to have the following form,
[?7 ?]7
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where, 31,1 > 0, X120 > 0, X995 > 0 are the scattering cross-sections,
P11 > 0, p1—2 > 0, pa_o > 0 are the scattering probability densities and

Y= Y101+ Yo + Y, Yo 1= Yoo + Mo, (2)

are the total cross-sections (X;. > 0 and ¥y, > 0 are the capture cross-
sections). Since we are assuming the medium to be space-homogeneous,
then all the cross-sections and scattering probabilities are independent of x.
Moreover, note that, since v; > 1o, the energy-increasing scattering 2 — 1
is not considered for obvious physical reasons.

Assuming the scattering to be number-conservative, we must have

1
/_ 1pm(u’ — p)dp =1 (3)

for all ¢/ € [—1,1] and for all 4,5 = 1,2 excluding ¢ = 1, j = 2, because
po_,1 = 0. Moreover, we assume that

p(p' — p) = plp — 1) (4)



Since we are considering a homogeneous dusty medium composed of two
kinds of dust, with different physical properties, for i, j = 1,2 we shall put

22—>j =pP1 U}—)j + P2 07,2—>j7 Zi,c =pP1 U},c + P2 O"i%c? (5)

where p; > 0 and py > 0 are the (constant) densities of the two dusts and
the o’s are microscopic cross-sections. We assume the scattering properties
to be identical for the two dusts and, therefore, the probabilities p’s do not
depend on the dust index. The importance of this assumption will be clear
in Sec. ?77.

To complete our model, it remains to formulate suitable boundary condi-
tions. We shall consider the following conditions of assigned inflow:

f100, 1) = @ (1), fa(0, 1) = @3 (1), for e (0,1)
fl(lnu) = (101_(_”)7 f2(lnu) = (102_(_”)7 for 1% € (_170)7

where cpf(u) and gpéc(u) are known incoming photon distributions at both
sides of the slab at the two frequencies (they are considered as function of
w € [0,1] for future notation convenience).

The inverse problem consists in finding the unknown dust densities, py
and ps, from the knowledge of the integrated right-outflows:

1 1
Hy = /0 Al ppds,  Hy = /0 foll, pp d. (7)

An inverse problem similar to ours has been considered in Ref. [?], where
the case of an interstellar cloud composed by a unique type of dust (without
the assumption of slab symmetry) is considered, the inverse problem con-

sisting in finding the value of the cross-section from measurements of the far
field.

The present paper is organized as follows. In Section 7?7 we treat the
direct problem in a fairly general setting. In Section 7?7 we setup the in-
verse problem and analyze it in the simplifying assumptions of no frequency-
scattering and no back-scattering. In Sec. 7?7 some results of Sec. 77 is gen-
eralized to the back-scattering case. Finally, in Section 77 we report some
numerical experiments.

2 The direct problem

In this section we study the direct problem (?7) with boundary conditions
(??). Thus, we are not concerned here with the decomposition of cross-
sections with respect to the “dust index” (see eq. (?7)).

The physical presentation of Sec. 1 motivates the following mathematical
setting. Let us consider the Banach space

X?=XxX, X:=L"(0,)x(-1,1)), (8)



whose elements are couples
_ f1>
f_<h

of (equivalence classes of ) Lebesgue-summable functions on the phase-space
(0,1) x (=1,1). The norm of X? is given by

! 1
Ifle = sl +1fellx = [ do [ (el + el di O
The positive cone [X 2]+ of X2, [?], is defined as

(X3 = {f € X2 | fale, ) 20, folar.p) 20,
for a.e. (z,p) € (0,1) x (=1,1)}. (9b)

It is possible to interpret every element f € [X 2]+ as a couple

=(3)

of photon distributions in the slab. In this case, the norm || f|| . is inter-
preted as the total number of photons (v;-photons + v9-photons).

Let us now define the operators ¥ and K acting on a generic f € X2.
The first one simply multiplies each component f; of f by the corresponding
cross-section ¥;, i.e.

(%10
s (30). "
The second one is a scattering operator:
K1 0 >
K .= , 11a
<K21 Ko (11a)
where, for f € X and 4,57 = 1,2, we put
1
(Kij f) (, ) = /1k‘n(u,u’) JCNTS YIS (11b)
and
kij(p, ') = Xjipji(p' — p), (11c)

(with k12(u, ') = 0). From definition (?7?) we immediately have that
ki e LN([-L1] x [=1,1]),  ky 20, ij=1.2 (12)

and, accordingly to (77?),

1
/lkij(u,u’) dp=3%;_;  pe[-1,1], (13)



which imply that K is a bounded operator on X2. Note that the stationary
transport equation (?7?) can be concisely written as

)
ps-f=-Sf+KF. (14)

Let us now define the operator B, acting in X2, as follows:

By1y 0
B= , 15
<le B22> (152)

where, for 4,5 € {1,2} and f € X, we put

'uz (Kljf) (:E/Hu) d$l7 if JURS (07 1)7

1/”0 _y, o=
— €
mJo

1 [t 5 e
- ;/ € = a (Kljf) (.Z',,,U,) dx,? if IS (_170)
’ (15b)
The “mild version” of system (?7) with boundary conditions (??) (ob-
tained by “solving” egs. (??) as if the right-hand side terms were known)
can be recast into the following form:

(Bij f) (z,p) ==

f=Bf+a, (16)
where we put
@ e i g (1), if p € (0,1),
q:= o gilTp) = - (17)
& e T oy (—p), if pe (—1,0).

Definition 2.1. We call mild solution of system (??7) with boundary con-
ditions (?7), a solution f € X? of eq. (77).

In order to solve eq. (?7), we need suitable assumptions on the inflow
datum. To this aim we introduce the “inflow space”

V=Y x Y, Y =1L (=1,1), |pldp), (18a)

which is a Banach space with norm

1
lelly2 = lleally + lle2lly = /_1 (lpr ()] + lo2 ()] |l dp, (18b)

whose non-negative elements ¢ € [Y2]+ can be interpreted as incoming
flows of photons in the slab. Note that ¢; is defined by (??) and so ¢ takes
into account the incoming flux gpz'-" at x = 0 and the incoming flux ¢;  at
xz=1.



Lemma 2.1. Assume that $1, Yo are strictly positive and that ¢ € Y2,

where
—'I— Z ) )
o <901> )= {w,_(u), fu € (0,1) 19)
P2 ¢; (=), if p e (=1,0).

Then q € X2.

Proof. Let q1 and g9 be the two components of g. For g1, using (??7) we can
write

! S
[atiae =2 (1= 5 o] < Z oo,
0 1 1

for all u € (—1,1). Thus, since p; € Y,

1 l 1
1
lalx = [ dn [ lalde < o [ fer o)l d < o
-1 0 1J-1

In the same manner we can prove that

1 1
leellx < 55 [ lealllelda < +o0
2J-1

and, therefore, ¢ € X2, with ||g|| y2 < max{1/%1,1/2} [|¢|ly-=- O

Lemma 2.2. The operator B is a bounded operator on X?2. Moreover, if
Y16>0 and Xo. > 0, then I — B is invertible and the inverse is given by

(I — Byp)~ ! 0
(I-B)"'= B » ] @
(I — Ba2)™ " Ba1(I — Br) (I — Ba2)
Proof. Let f € X. For u € (—1,0) we easily obtain

i : ! /
= [t e,

where the last equality is easily proved by using (??) and (??7). In a similar
way it can be proved that the same inequality holds also for © € (0,1). Thus
we have

l 1 ! / /
[ 1Bun @nlde < 5 [0 @ ao’ -

1 l
Y
1Bufly < [ [ 10 @lded < S22 15

In an analogous way we can prove that

Yo 2
Yo

| Baz f]l x < £l x -



From our assumptions, the positive coefficients ¥1_,1 /%1 and Yo _.9/39 are
strictly less than 1 (see definition (??)) and, therefore, the operators By; and
By are strict contractions on X. Thus the inverse operators (I — Byp)~!
and (I — Bay)~! exist. Since it is not difficult to prove that also Ba is a
bounded operator on X, with

Y12
| Ba1fllx < >, £l x -

then we have that B is a bounded operator on X? and that (I — B)~! is
also bounded. Finally, one can check directly that (??) holds. Note that
Y1 _2/%9 is not necessarily less than 1, but this does not affect the proof. O

As an immediate consequence of Lemma 77 we obtain the existence and
uniqueness of a mild solution to system (?7) with boundary conditions (?7?).

Proposition 2.1. If ¢ € Y?2, Y1 > 0 and Xo. > 0, then the equation
(??) has a unique solution f € X2, given by f = (I — B)~'q. Moreover, if
@ e [Y2]F, then f e [X]™.

Proof. The first part of the theorem follows immediately from Lemma 77?7
and Lemma ?7. As far as the non-negativity is concerned, note that ¢ €
[Y+]2 implies q € [X +]2 and that the operators B;; preserve non-negativity.
Then, since

(I-By)'=> B =12
k=0

we have that also (I — By1)~! and (I — Bag)~! preserve non-negativity and
so does B (from (77)). O

In our particular case, in which the medium is assumed to be homoge-
neous, the mild solution is indeed more regular, as it is stated in the following
Proposition.

Proposition 2.2. Under the assumptions of Lemma 77, the mild solution
[ is also a strong solution, i.e. it has distributional derivative with respect
to x for a.e. p € (—1,1) and

0
oI € X2 (21)
Proof. Let f be the mild solution to system (??) with boundary conditions
(??), i.e. the solution to eq. (??). Note that we can take the (generalized)
derivative with respect to z, for a.e. u € [—1, 1], of both sides of the identity

F(x,pu) = (Bf) (v, 1) + q(z, 1)



(holding almost everywhere). In fact, from definitions (?7) and (?7?), for the
first component and for p € (0,1) we have

!
TrT—x

W (K fh) (2, p) da’ + e 2 ot ()

pfi(z, p) = /Oace_21

and so we can explicitly compute the derivative with respect to x (for a.e.
€ (0,1)):
a ! / / /
Koy f1@ 1) = =Eifi(e, p) + 1kn(uﬂi)fﬂw,u)du,
for a.e. (z,p) € (0,1) x (0,1). Treating similarly the case of u € (—1,0) and
the second component we arrive at

pa o) = ~Sf () + (K F) (2,10,

for a.e. (z,u) € (0,1) x (—=1,1). Since, clearly, Sf and K f belong to X2,
then (?77?) holds. O

3 The inverse problem

We now consider the inverse problem described in Sec. ?7?7. Thus, we recon-
sider the explicit dependence of the cross-sections on the two dust densities

p= (01,102) € Qv

where
Q:={p1 >0, p2>0]|p1+p2 >0}, (22)

and rewrite (?7) by using frequency indices:
Sii(p) = prol. + paot. Sielp) = prol,+ pro? (23)
i—j\P P1O;—j T P20, 5, i,c\P P10 c T P20 ¢

for i,5 € {1,2}, p € Q. Consequently, recalling definitions (??), (??), (77),
(?7), also the operators 3, K, B and the function g have now to be thought
as functions of p:

YX=%(p), K=K(pp), B=B(p), a=alp), [f=7Fp).

Let us assume that ¢ € Y2 and o;c > 0for i = 1,2. Thus, the hypothesis of
Prop. 77 are satisfied if and only if p € () and we can consider the solution
f(p) of the direct problem, eq. (??), that we now rewrite putting in evidence
the dependence on p:

fp)=[I-B(p) " q(p), re (24)



with f(p) = f(p)(x,p). Since ,ua%f(p) € X? (see Prop. (77)), then the
“out-trace” f(p)°" of f(p)

F(p)(0, ), if p e (~1,0),

. (25)
Flp)(l,p), if e (0,1).

F(o)™ (n) = {

is well-defined and belongs to Y2 (see Ref. [?]). The inverse problem con-
sists in finding the unknown dust densities p = (p1, p2) assuming that the
integrated right-outflow

1 1
1) i= [ o Gndn = [ £ n (26)

as well as the inflow ¢ (given by eq. (??) and independent on p) are known.
This amounts to inverting (on its range) the function H : Q — R?,

_ (Hi(p1,p2)
Hp) = <H2(p1,,02)>
given by

1
1) = [ (= Bo) " ao)] () (27)

From now on we shall assume, without explicitly mentioning it, that the
assumptions ¢ € [Y2]+ and 0;. >0, 7= 1,2, hold.

3.1 Solution of the inverse problem in the case of no frequency-
scattering

In order to obtain some simple result, let us now make the following as-
sumptions:

A1) there is no frequency-scattering, i.e. k1o = ko1 = 0;
A2) the inflow from the right vanishes, i.e. p(u) =0 for p € (—1,0);

A3) there is no “backward” scattering sending photons towards the left,
i.e. the scattering kernels are such that k;;(u, u') = 0, for p € (—1,0)
and i =1, 2.

In Sect. 7?7, however, we shall see that the assumptions A2 and A3 can be
dropped. Under the above assumptions, the solution of the stationary prob-
lem (?7?)4(?7?) is identically equal to 0 for pu € (—1,0), and the stationary
problem for p € (0,1) now reads as follows:

ofi ! / / /
W) + S o) = [ o) Sl it (250)



fi(o’ :u) = 902'(#)7 (28b)
for z € (0,1), p € (0,1) and ¢ = 1,2. Moreover, since from now on only kj;
and koo may be different from 0, for the sake of brevity in the following we
shall put
ki = ki = Xi i Dii and  p; = pis.

Remark 3.1. The direct problem is now completely decoupled in frequency
but, nevertheless, the underlying dependence on p of ¥; and k; couples the
two equations as far as the inverse problem is concerned.

Note that our stationary problem (?7?) has the form of an “evolution”
problem, with respect to space variable x € [0, 1], from the inflow at = 0 to
the outflow at £ = [. In order to study such “evolution” problem by means
of semigroup theory, [?, 7], we introduce a further Banach space:

Z’=7Zx 2, Z:=L"(0,1), pdp), (29a)

= (%)

of Lebesgue-summable functions of the unique, positive variable p € (0,1),
with norm

£ 22 = I f1llz + 1 fall , = /01<|f1<u>| +[fo(w)) pdp. (29b)
Consider the operator A : D(A) =D x D C Z? — Z?, with

D={fezZ|p'fezy={feZ| fel’0,1)},  (30a)
defined by Af = (A;f1, Ao fs), where, for i = 1,2,

whose elements are couples

¥ 1 [t
(A ) = == o)+ % [ ) £y (300)
Note that (?7?) can be recast into an abstract Cauchy problem in the Banach
space Z2:

d
%f(a:):Af(a:), 0<z <, (31)

F0)=¢.
If we can prove that the operator A is the generator of a strongly continuous
(and, clearly, diagonal) semigroup

Aq
A e’ 0
ev :< 0 e“h)’ z >0,

then the solution of (?7?) at 2 = [, i.e. the right-outflow, can be written as

fout _ (fi)ut’ é)ut) _ elA P = (elA1 901,€lA2 902) (32)

(see Refs. [?, ?]), assuming ¢ € D(A).

10



Theorem 3.1. The operator A defined by (?7?) is the generator of a strongly
continuous semigroup of contractions on the Banach space Z2.

Proof. First of all we remark that it is easy to see that C3° ((0,1)) C D, and
so A is densely definite. Let us decompose each operator A; into loss and
gain terms, A; = L; + G;, where

. 1
(Lif) () = —%fm), (Gif), (1) = % /0 il ) £ ()

both defined on f € D. Clearly, the multiplicative operator L; generates a
Coy-semigroup of contractions on Z. Moreover, it easy to check that

\Gifll, < ail|lLif|l,, forall feD,

where «; := ¥;,;/%;. Thus G; is Li-bounded, with L;-bound strictly less
than 1. For f € D, A > 0 and 7 € [0, 1] we have

/

1 1 1
2/0 A+ X) ’fi(ﬂ)‘dﬂ_TEi—»i/O /0 Pl )| fi(i)| dp dpa

IAf—(Li +7Gy) fll, =

1
A+ 35) fi(p) — 78 /0 pi(ps 1) fi(p') dp’

dp

1
- /0 i S — 78 () = A £l

since ¥; — 78,; = Y;.+ (1 —7)%;—; > 0 for all 7 € [0,1]. The pre-
ceding inequality implies that the operator L; + 7G; is dissipative. Hence,
all the conditions of the unbounded perturbation theorem for contractive
semigroups are satisfied and we can conclude that A; = L; + G; generates a
strongly continuous semigroup of contractions on Z for ¢ = 1,2 (see Corol-
lary 3.2 of Chapter 3.3 and Theorem 2.1 of Chapter 3.2 in Ref. [?]). Finally,
it is not difficult to show that this implies that A generates a strongly con-

tinuous semigroup of contractions on Z2. ]

Now it is convenient to write separately the contributions of each type
of dust. According to (??) we shall write

Ai(p) = pA; + A7, p=(p1,p2) €Q

, Al 0
VA e
()

is defined on D(A) and, obviously, shares with A all the properties proved
in Theorem ?? (in fact, A! = A(p;,0) and A% = A(0,p2)). Note that we

where each

11



have four operators Ag characterized by a frequency index ¢ = 1,2 and a
dust index j = 1,2. Formula (??) becomes

1 2
£l = (o F(p)3) = et
= (el Altimalp, lnAitindis,) (33)
It is just a matter of some tedious calculations proving that, by virtue of

assumption A1l and of the fact that the probability functions p; do not
depend on the dust index, the operators A} and A? commute, i.e.

ALAZf = A2ALf, for f € D(A) and i = 1,2. (34)
This implies, [?, 7],

ol AlHlp2 AT _ (lp1 AL (L, AT _ (L2 AT ezp1A117 i=1,2, (35)
and so it is easy to calculate the derivatives of the right-outflow with respect
to p € oot

i
op;

These are derivatives in the topology of Z and, therefore, it can be proved
that the integrated right-outflow H = (Hy, Hs) :  — R2,

(p) =1ATM D o i j=1.2. (36)

1 1
Hi(p) = /0 S (o) pdp = /0 (e’Ai(”)soz) (1) pdp, (37)
is continuously differentiable, with

aHZ 1 8f2-out
~(p) = _
dp; o Opj

for i,j = 1,2. Thus, since

1
, du =1 A ot Ailp) d 38
(p, ) pdp /0<e w)(u)uu (38)
j i1
Al fi =iy Tizi i, 1) fi(p') dpd!
(J)(u) Mf(u)+ p /Op(uu)f(u)du
and so, from (?77),

/01 <Azfz> () pdp = —Uic /01 fip) du, (39)

we can explicitly calculate the Jacobian determinant JH of H, which turns
out to be

et 7 () = det (G0 ) () = PO ()l den () ()
where
1 1
Uy(p) = /0 £ (p, ) dpp = /0 (elAi(”)cpi> (1) dpe. (41)

Thus, we can finally give a sufficient condition for the inverse problem to be
solvable.

12



Theorem 3.2. Under the assumptions A1-A3 and

A4) p € [Z2]+ and @1(p) >0 for p € S1, wa(u) > 0 for p € So, where Sy
and So are two non-zero measure sets contained in (0,1);

A5) JZ{C >0 fori,je€ {1,2} and

det (07 ,) #0, (42)

the function H : Q0 — R? is globally invertible on its range.

Proof. Conditions A4 and A5 imply that the right-hand side of eq. (77)
does not vanish. In fact, both the operators A’ and the semigroups e*4i
have the property of mapping the set of functions that are positive on a
non-zero measure set contained in (0,1) into itself. For the same reason,
from eq. (??7) we obtain

0H;
dp;

(p) <0, peQ, ij=12 (43)

where 0H;/0p; has to be understood as a right-derivative if pj =0, j' # j.
Thus, H is locally invertible, continuous and, moreover, each component H;
is strictly monotonous with respect to each variable p;. These facts can be
used to prove directly that H : © — R? is globally invertible on its range
(see Ref. [?]). The global invertibility of H can also be deduced from the
very general Hadamard-Caccioppoli Theorem [?]; in fact it is not difficult
to prove that H satisfies the hypothesis of that theorem (in particular, H is
a proper function i.e. the pre-image of a compact set is compact). O

Remark 3.2. Note that conditions A4 and A5 have a precise physical
meaning: the observer must of course have something to measure for both
frequencies (assumption A4) and the light absorption properties must ac-
tually discriminate the two types of dust (assumption A5).

Remark 3.3. In the no-scattering case (i.e. K = 0), the solution of the
direct problem con be written explicitly. This allows to prove that, in this
case, the above conditions A4 and A5 are sufficient and also necessary.

3.2 Solution of the inverse problem with back-scattering

In this section we give a sketch of how the assumptions A2 and A3 of the
previous section (decoupling between rightward and leftward particles) may
be removed.

13



absence of frequency scattering); then

Let us just retain assumption A1 (
?) + (??) can be written as follows:

the stationary transport problem (7
+ ) 1
o) = = f )y [ ) £ ) i
4—}1/4k*_(u//)ffﬂ-—w ') du!
1w Jo 7 ) i ) )
- . (44a)
iﬁ@w%n_ﬂﬂ%m+%AkTWM%ﬂ@uwu
+%Ak (o ) Ji7 (0=, ') it
F0,m) =9 (n),  f7(0,p) = ¢; (1) (44b)
for z € (0,1), p € (0,1) and ¢ = 1,2, where
fi (e, p) == filx, p), fi (@) = fill =z, —p),
k**( ') = i, ), ki (1) o= k( ) (45)
) = k(=) kT () o= k(- =),

for u,p’ € (0, 1), i = 1,2. In analogy with the previous section, this can be
recast into an evolution problem in the Banach space

JY=IZxZxZxZ

(where Z is defined in (?7?)), whose non-negative column-vectors
f=U I )T
represent the distributions with respect to pu € (0, 1) of, respectively, right-

ward vi-photons, leftward vi-photons, rightward vo-photons and leftward
vo-photons. Thus, (??) has the form

Lfw =Af@),  well)
(46)
F0)=¢.
where
v = (o], 901,05, 92)"
and A is clearly defined by the right-hand sides of eqs. (??) on the domain
DA):={fez* |\ p'fez'}. (47)

As in Section 77 (the computations are just a little bit more complicated) we
can show that A generates a strongly continuous semigroup of contractions
on Z* yielding the solution of (?77?)

flz) = e, x > 0. (48)

14



Moreover, the contribution of each type of dust can be put in evidence by
writing, according to (?77),

Alp) = p At + pa A%, p=(p1,p2) €Q

where each A% is defined on D(A) and generates a strongly continuous semi-
group e, Tt is just a little more difficult showing that, also in this case,
AYA2f = A2ALf for all f € D(A), which implies

exA _ ex(p1A1+p2A2) _ explAlexp2A2 _ expzAze:cplAl. (49)

Now, the function that must be inverted in order to solve the inverse problem
is the integrated right-outflow H : Q — R2,

1 1 "
o) = [ (F™) Gnda= [ (490) adn (0
where, for every g = (91, 91,94 ,95 )7 € Z* we put
g = (995"

and we also stressed the dependence of f on p by writing f(p). By using
(?7), just as in Sec. 7?7, we have that H is differentiable with

9 to i+ A )T

= ou = AZ P .
91 H(p) /0 0 (£(p)°") " (1) pdps l/o < e <P> (u)udu(51)
For p € (0,1) and i = 1,2, we put ¥; (n) := f; (I, u) and

1 1
pi (k) ::/0 pit (e pdy,  py(p) :2/0 pi () dy.

Thus we can write

0H;
dp;

Lo . .
= —lp; /0 {[olc+ (L= pf (W)ol Jof () = ol p7 ()i ()} du, (52)

1 . )
(p) = _lpj/O {O-gw:_('u) o O-zq,sc [p:'(u)l/}j—(,u) —i—p;(u)%_(ﬂ)] } dp

where o] . := o]_; denotes the microscopic scattering cross-section. Assum-
k)

ing that the scattering properties are the same for leftward and rightward

photons we have pi(u, —p') = pi(—p, 1), i.e. p~(u, ') = p; (1, '), which
implies, recalling (?77),

1
1 :/ pi(p's ) dp’ = pf (1) + pi ().
1
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In this case, (?7) may be re-written as follows

0H;
Ip;

L |
(p) = ~lp; /0 {odewd () + ol WU ) = o7 ()] fd. (53)

Note that ¢; is the inflow of leftward photons. Without entering in details,
let us note that, as in Sec. 7?7, under suitable conditions on the inflow data
we have

OH;
< 0, €N 54
0, () P (54)
and the condition
OH;
der(GE) )0, peo, (5%)
Ip;

implies the global invertibility of H. In particular, if we restore assumption
A2 and, therefore, we assume ¢; = 0, then (??) becomes

OH,
Ip;

o
(p) = —Ip; /0 o]+ ol v ()]0 (1) dps (56)

and we may state a theorem completely analogous to Theorem 77.

4 Numerical experiments

In this final section we present some representative numerical experiments.
Even though the values of physical quantities are chosen in accordance with
the real ones (or, at least, with their current estimations), the reported
examples are not intended to solve any “real” problem in interstellar physics,
but only to show the validity of our approach. The used numerical schemes,
as well, are not expected to be “optimal” in any respects.

For the sake of simplicity, we shall disregard the back-scattering and
assume the forward-scattering to be isotropic (p; = 1). In this case, the
direct problem (?7?) reads as follows:

df; ! oy
B ) + B fl) = B [ flagyal, (6T

for x € (0,1), p € (0,1) and i = 1,2, with

Ei,c = pP1 Jil,c + p2 0-2'2707
Sis = P10} + P20, (58)

22':/)10'}4—,020'2-2.
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Here, JZ{ o 0{7 s and azj = JZ{ c+0’g7 . are, respectively, the absorption, scattering
and total microscopic cross-section, i and j being, respectively, the frequency
and dust indices. In the following we shall use a slab width | = 10" m,
corresponding approximately to a tenth of light-year. The two frequency
indices j = 1,2, correspond to wavelengths A\; = 0.1 yum and Ay = 10 pm,
respectively. For both frequencies we take the same inflow datum 1 = @9 =
0, which is assumed to be a Gaussian distribution peaked around the cosine
i =1 (see Figure 1). The function ¢ has been normalized in such a way

that

1
/0 o(p) pdp =1,

which implies that the integrated right-outflows

1
Hi(p) = /0 (F(0))°™ (1) o s

will range from 0 (total absorption, p1,p2 — +o0) to 1 (empty space,
p1,p2 — 0).

In Figures 2 and 2 we show the image under the map H = (Hy, Hs) of
a square Pmin < P1, 02 < Pmax, for two different couples of dust grains. The
coordinate lines correspond to a logarithmically spaced grid in the (p1, p2)
space.

In Figure 2 we use puin = 107" m ™3, ppae = 1071 m™2 (note that the
typical number density of dust in the interstellar medium is about 1075 m=3)
and the dust grains are those described in Table 1. In Figure 3 we use ppin =
1078 m™3, pmax = 5 x 1073 m ™3 and the dust grains are those described in
Table 2.

Note, in particular, that in Figure 1 the ultraviolet outflow H; is very
sensitive to changes of p; whereas the infrared outflow is almost unaffected
by it. This had to be expected, looking at values in Table 1, since the size
of the graphite spherules is comparable with the ultraviolet wavelength \;.

To solve the inverse problem we used a bisection-like algorithm. This
can be resumed in the following three steps:

1 - given the measured fluxes HY and HY, a minimum and maximum
value for the two densities p; and po are fixed and the direct problem
is solved in order to generate a grid like that of Figures 2 and 3;

2 - the algorithm tries to establish which grid-cell the measured value
(HY, HY) belongs to;

3 - a refined grid is generated within this new cell.

Steps 2 and 3 are then repeated until the desired accuracy is reached. Of
course, the most delicate step is n. 2, mostly because the location algorithm
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treats grid-cells approximately as parallelograms, which is often a very poor
approximation. This can be fixed by choosing in a suitable way a number
of “safety margin” parameters.

In Table 3 we show the results of six different simulations, performed
with the dust data of Table 1: HY and HY are the “measured” data, plotted
in Figure 4; p{ and p9 are the true values of the densities (expressed in m~3);
A7 and Ag are the relative errors between the true values of the densities
and those predicted by the algorithm (not shown in the table, since up to the
displayed number of digits they coincide with p and p3). Moreover, T is the
computation time (on a standard PC), expressed in seconds. The positions
of the measurements data in the (H;, Ha)-space are shown in Figure 4.
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Dragoni-Barletti, Table 1

| A (um) | Dust kind | radius (um) | o, (pm?) | o, (um?) |

0.1 graphite 0.25 0.18 0.29
10.0 graphite 0.25 0.93E-2 | 0.25E-3
0.1 silicate 1.00 2.67 4.03
10.0 silicate 1.00 4.22 0.50

Caption of Table 1:

Optical properties of radius-0.25 ym graphite and radius-1 um silicate
spherical dust grains, with respect to Ay = 0.1 pm (UV) and Ay = 10 ym
(IR) wavelengths. The value are taken from Ref. [?].



Dragoni-Barletti, Table 2

| A (pm) | Dust kind | radius (pm) | o, (pm?) | o, (um?) |

0.1 SiC 1.58 2.20 17.58
10.0 SiC 1.58 10.93 2.58
0.1 silicate 10.0 244E+2 | 3.84E+2
10.0 silicate 10.0 3.73E+2 | 4.15E+2

Caption of Table 2:

Optical properties of radius-1.58 pm silicon carbide (SiC) and radius-
10 pm silicate spherical dust grains, with respect to Ay = 0.1 pm (UV)
and Ay = 10 um (IR) wavelengths. The values are taken from Ref. [?].



Dragoni-Barletti, Table 3

HY

Hj)

0

0

9.664 E-1

9.962 E-1

1.50 E-4

5.00 E-7

1.5E-4

9.4E+0

8.379E-1

7.927E-1

1.00 E-5

5.00 E-5

4.0E-4

2.8E+1

3.996 E-1

6.136 E-1

2.00E-3

1.00 E-4

4.3E-4

4.4E+1

4.195 E-2

5.602 E-1

1.00 E-2

1.00 E-4

2.0E-5

4.3E+2

O O = W DN —

9.857E-3

9.197E-3

1.25 E-3

1.00 E-3

1.6 E-4

4.8 E+2

1.446 E-1

9.102E-1

7.00 E-3

5.00 E-6

1.0E-4

4.8 E+2

Caption of Table 3:
Data relative to six solved inverse problem.
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Figure 1: Inflow datum ¢(u) used in the computations.




Figure 2: Image of the square 107" m™3 < py, p» < 107! m™ under the map
H, using the dust values of Table 1.
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Figure 3: Image of the square 1078m™3 < p1,p2 <5 x 1073 m=3
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alues of Table 2.
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Figure 4: Positions of the six inflow data (HY, HY) used in the simulations
reported in Table 3.
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